,CANADIAN DAy,

DANISH FARMERS ARE T’KING OUR BACON TRADE
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Is Seriously Threatened.

to the fact that we are in grave danger

of losing our export bacon trade. If we
do, it is going to mean a loss of many million
dollars to the farmers of Canada. The dairy in-
dustry, also, will be seriously affected as hog
raising has been proved to be one of the most
profitable adjuncts of the dairy.

For years we boasted that we led the world in
our exports of bacon to Great Britain. We can
do this no longer. During the past seven years
the Danish farmers have taken the palm from us.
Last year they shipped the produce of twice as
many hogs to Great Britain as we did. They did
this in spite of the fact that the price of feed is
higher in Denmark than it is in Canada.

STRIKING FIGURES

Let us look at what has happened during the
past seven years sud ask ourselves what will
happen during the next seven years if things are
allowed to go on as they have. The following
table shows how seriously our exports have fallen
off, while the exports of our chief competitors
have increased :

HOG PRODUCTS SHIPPKD TO GREAT BRITAIN

ﬁ T last we Cunadians seem to be awaking

1800 1907
Canadian . $1160976 § 903,940
Danish 1,087,000 1,767,970
Irish 410,500 482,056

In the excellen ress on this subject, deliv-
ered at the Guelph Winter Fair, by Prof. G. E.
Day, which was reported fully in our issue of last
week, Professor Day made some statements that
are of such outstanding importance we think it
well to repeat them here. Professor Day said:
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“If we drop the bacon hog at this critical june-
ture, we may expect to see the swine industry
shrink to a much greater extent than it has
shrunk already.”
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“Some Oanadian farmers have found bacon-
hog feeding unprofitable. Other men have found
it very profitable indeed.”
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“If feeding bacon hogs is only a moderately
profitable adjunct to our business, we had better
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the man who overstocks his premises, anc at-
tempts to keep hogs under circumstances which
makes success impossible.”
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“ine hog is generally carried most profitably
as an adjunct to other farm operations—as a sort
of side line."”
D
“The price of feed in Denmark is higher than
it is here. The Danish hog feeder has to buy by
far the greatest part of the feed for his hogs.”
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“The Canadian farmer has an immense advan-
tage over the Dane and can produce hogs at a
much lower cost.”
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When we bear in mind that Professor Day has

conducted extensive experiments in the raising
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of hogs in this country—in which work he has
had the co-operation of several hundred practi-
oal farmers—and that he visited Denmark a
couple of years ago to investigate the conditions
there, we must admit that his opinions are de-
serving of every consideration. Of late years, in
Canada, it has been popular to heap abuse on
our Canadian packers. This has not helped to
improve matters nor is it likely to. As long as
our farmers and packers fight among themselves,
the Danish farmers are going to continue (6 beat
us in the British market.
TIME FOR ACTION

The time has come when we must take ‘con-
ocerted action if we are going to regain the position
we have lost, or even hold our present position.

The first point we must decide is, “Can hogs
be raised at a reasonable profit at the prices that
have prevailed during the past few years?' If
they can, then steps must be taken immediately,
by our more successful hog raisers, by our swine
‘breeders’ Mllom. by our pork-packers, by
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by our agricultural press, to show how absolutely
necessary it is that, if we are to retain our uxport
bacon trade, we mus! produce a more aniform
supply of hogs,

If we find that we cannot hope to raise hogs
profitably, and that we cannot compete sucoess-
fully with the Danes, and other European farm.
ers, then the sooner we cease to strive for that
trade the better. The astonishing feature of the
situation lies in the fact that the Danish farmers,
so we are informed by a director of one of our
leading milling companies, buy whole shiploads
of feed from our Canadian mills each year, to feed
to their hogs, and yet their hogs are driving our
hoge out of the British market. Can this mean
that the Danes are better feeders and farders
than we are? Burely their cheaper labor and
co-operative packing houses eannot offset our
great advantage,

CLAIM HOGS ARE PROFITABLE

As Professor Day states, an ag letters we have
received from farmers show, « large proportion of
our more successful breede s of hogs, are con-
vineed that even at the prices that have been
paid for hogs during the past three years, it has
been possible to produce hogs at a profit. An
editorial representative of The Canadian Dairy-
man and Farnning World, who recently inters
viewed u number of leading farmers and agrieul-
tural authorities in Ontario and Quebee, was
assured by them all that they believed that by
careful freding, hogs can be raised at a reasonable
profit, even at the prices that have prevailed this
year. One breeder stated that at one time he
had raised hogs at a cost of $2.35 a cwt. (not
counting anything for the whey fed), snd sold
them at a profit at $4.26 a cwt. He had figures
to support his claim. All the parties who were
interviewed admitted that there is grave danger
that our bacon trade will suffer serious injury
unless steps are taken immediately to improve
the present situation.

ACTION REQUIRED

With the facts we have before us we must face
the situation squarely and be prepared to deal
with it intelligently. As the interests involved
are national in scope the question is one that
should be considered by the Dominion Govern-
ment. The question that must be answered and

answered conclusively is: “Can hogs be raised at p

a profit under such conditions as have existed

during the past period of years?” To settle this

question both the Dominion and Provincial Gove

ermmenta -houlnl undertake far more extensive
than have yet
In this connection an effort

been -m-mpu-l
should be made to secure reliable information

from hundreds of our farmers to find how nn* R

it does cost them to raise hogs. If necessary,




