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whittle down their theoretical knowledge and training to a 
minimum as he proposes.

With the substitution of languages and history for purely 
mathematical instruction I will not now deal, but it is probably 
the case that we have been inclined to look too much to pro
ficiency in what is commonly known in the service as “x 
chasing this, however, is only a slang term and is generally 
used in a complimentary sense.

The question of naval education being more under the 
direction of naval officers is one in calling attention to which 
Mr. Bellairs has done good service. The Admiralty are, he says, 
taking this far more into their own hands, and he rejoices in 
the prospect of our being emancipated from the professors.

But why has our naval education been so much more 
professorial and unprofessional than it is in other countries— 
America for instance ? The reason is clear, it is that the general 
education of our officers was seldom such as to entitle them to 
regulate a course of studies. A brilliant exception was the 
late Sir Cooper Key, and if his view was too much biased in 
favour of mathematics, there was no one to check him. If 
Mr. Bellairs should succeed in materially reducing the general 
educational standard, assuredly the same cause will produce a 
similar effect in future years.

The following facts are significant as bearing on this very 
important subject. At our Naval College at Greenwich there 
are thirty-five instructors, of whom nineteen are civilians, five 
naval instmetors R.N., five engineers R.N., four marine officers, 
and two are naval officers, one of whom belongs to the old 
navigating branch. If we refer to the Britannia we shall find 
much the same system, the primary business of the com
mander and lieutenants being to maintain discipline, though 
recently under the regime introduced by Captain, now Rear- 
Admiral Moore, the executive officers have taken much more 
part in the seamanship and practical instruction of the cadets ; 
but nearly all the teaching is given by sixteen civilians or 
naval instructors, with one assistant engineer for steam.


