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should embark 011 what arc speculative commercial 
enterprises, pledging the credit ol the whole rate­
payers in the interest of particular sections, depriving 
the private trader of his business, instead of ensuring 
him the opportunity to carry it on with safety, these 
are grave questions. The spirit of individual 
tivc, inventiveness, enterprise, dodged perseverance 
and devotion to the development of industry and 

which have done much to secure the 
not be checked by

of metal which are now made of pulp in the United 
States from pulp wood sent from Canada. I he Amer­
ican manufacturer of these cylinders exports them 
to Europe, Egypt and India. With some very natural 
excitement the Minister of Public Works exclaimed i 
•' Why the deuce don't they make them in Can­
ada ?" This question covers the whole ground, it

legislators, who, if 
take such

initia-

demands the attention of 
they grasped the situation, would soon

would cause this industry, as well as allied 
as raw materiab

our
commerce
greatness of the Empire should
transferring enterprises to municipal bodies whose 
officials, being devoid ol the self-interest on which 
business success depends, cannot be expected to 
display the same qualities as are developed by private

municipal versus private trading- i enterprbe ..

The advocates of municipal trading in presenting As the development of municipal trading directly 
their case have not only published statements that antagonizes the development, obstructs the progress, 
have been elaborately cooked, but have entirely lessens the opportunities of private enterprise, its 
ignored certain considerations of material importance, advance is a distinct menace to the future welfare ol 
which bear directly upon the issue. Thus, as we j the c mntry. 
recently showed, the municipalities that have under­
taken a certain class of business enterprises do not

action as
ones which depend upon pulp wood 
to be established in Canada.
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charge these enterprises with the ordinary manage­
ment expenses, so that the profits are misrepresented.
One item especially is ignored, which is, the total j Sejit. 
annual charges on the debt which was incurred by 
constructing, equipping and maintaining the plant of 
a municipal enterprise. Another item of some 
moment is the amount of taxes sacrificed by taking 
trading enterprise out of the hands of private capi­
talists. A question which is threatening to give 
trouble in this connection is as to the power of a 
municipality to make profits out of business carried 
on outside its boundaries, and, if so, what claims 
have other municipalities to compensation, for allow- 
ing an outside enterprise to operate in their district.
The enquiries made under the auspices of the “ Lon­
don Times " prove to demonstration that municipal 
management is far more costly than private ; that 
extravagance, slowness to make improvements, cor-
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ruption and other evils are
municipal trading. The system changes the whole 
aspect of local government ; it invokes an interference 
with the manufacturer and private trader ; converts 
industries and business into municipal monopolies, 
thus undermining the recognized principles of free 
competition, deprives the individual citizen of incen­
tives to enterprise, of opportunities for the profitable 
investment of savings, while limiting the openings
for employment. Municipal trading also restricts ,,,.....
the expansion of trade and commerce since a mum- I M||||ll,e(llll. xvilllmii v. n.iir.-h, Knn»u»; • ...... .. " 1 r'1111,
cipality will manufacture or provide only for its own M,iryUu.l; Vliarlen W. Cmuier, C..l..ru,l..; " vw
local needs, outside markets being beyond its capa-
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city or desire to supply.
The “Times" very justly remaiks : I Applet.,u. New York;
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