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December, 1904—31

Jan. 1.—"“How and why God gave the
Commandments.” Ex. 19. 16-25;
Deut. 6, 1-2.

The situation and circumstances of the
Hebrews at the time of the record ought
to be understood by the Juniors. To
make this plain, give out the following
questions a week or two ahead of your
meeting and let them be answered by the
pe;'au‘:,n;l holding them:

5 at great work had God foi
to do ? Ex. 3. 10. B

2. What was the condition of the
Hebrews at th's time? Ex. 1. 13, 14.

3. Was Moses willing to obey God's
call? Ex, 3. 11, 4. 1.

4. Who did God send with Moses? Ex.
4. 14, 15,

5. How did the King of Egypt receive
them? Ex. b. 2.

6. What wonders were wrought before
he would let them go? The ten plagues.
7. What was the Passover? Ex. 12. 14,
“8, How did they pass the Red Sea? Ex.

. 21,

9. How did God supply their needs in
the wilderness? Ex. 16. 4.

10. Where was the camp of the He-
brews when the law was given? Ex. 19.1.

11. How did God show them his pres-
ence ? Ex. 19. 16-19.

12. Whom did God call into the top of
the Mount ? Ex. 19, 20.

13. How long was Moses there? HEx. 24,

Here the Commandments were given,
and if your Juniors understand the facts
given in above questions, they will ap-
preciate the “ How and Why" of the
topic. The Hebrews had been many
years in bondage in Egypt. They were
to be led by Moses, at God's command,
into the Land of Promise. They could
not bhe God's people without knowing
God’s will. Hence the Law was given to
preserve order and ensure righteousness,
The millions of Hebrews were to become
a great and mighty nation whose life was
to show God's glory on the earth. They
must therefore understand what God re-
quired of them. They were to be very
different from all the other nations, and
the positive difference was to be in their
character as “a people of God.” So God
made his Law very plain and very clear.
The Ten Commandments are easily under-
stood by all. There is a plain meaning
in every case, and in them are precepts
for the whole of life. Make it positive
to the Juniors that the Commandments
are still in force. They are not put to
one side by Jesus Christ, but they lead
up to him, and he is their greatest ex-
ponent. That is, for us, the Command-
ments are to be understood and obeyed
in the light and spirit of his teachings.
We will see as we progress in our weekly
topie studies that the demands of the
Commandments on us are greater than
they were on the Jews. Christ goes be-
hind the letter of the Law, and demands
a proper spirit of obedience. So, as Chris-
tians we ought to be better than the Jews
ever were. We know more under the
light of Christ's teachings than they did
about God and his Word, and unless we
are obedient thereto we shall come into
condemnation. So, God gave the Law to
the Jews that they might live as his
people and enjoy his favor, and he has
given us Christ that we might know and
serve him here and have eternal life here-
after.

Jan. 8—"Two commandments and the
pzwlc who disobey them.” Ex. 20.
16,

Your youngest Juniors may easily

6. Fellow-men thou shalt not kill.

7. Foul adultery ever shun.

8. Take dishonestly from none.

9. Lying witness never bear.

10. Covet not thy neighbor’s share.
Explain that the first commandment was
the great distinguishing mark of the
Hebrew nation in comparison with
others. It acknowledged the sovereignty
of one God. Other people had many gods,
the Jewish people but one, Jehovah. This
was to separate them from all others for-
ever. The second Commandment showed
the spirituality of this one God, Jehovah.
He was not to be likened to any temporal
or material thing. “ God is a Spirit and
they that worship him must worship him
in spirit and in truth.” These words are
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Companion receives free all the issues of
The Companion for the remaining weeks
of 1904, also The Companion “ Carnation "
Calendar for 1905, lithographed in twelve
colors and gold.

The Youth’s Companion, 144 Berkeley
Street, Boston, Mass,

Sure

“What did Noah live on when the
flood subsided and his provisions in the
ark were exhausted ?” asked a Sunday-
school teacher of her class.

“I know,” squeaked a little girl after
the others had given up.

“Well, what ?” inquired the teacher.

“Dry land.”

foreshadowed by the second Ci
ment. Emphasize these two vital points,
(1) God, One. (2) God, Spiritual. In
keeping these commandments was life
for the people, for a nation's life depends
on correct views of God. In breaking
these commandments, great loss and
trouble must come. And it did. So still.
We must not allow anything to usurp the
place of God in our hearts and lives. We
must keep a pure worship of him ever
before us. “ The dearest idol I have
known, whate’er that idol be, Help me to
tear it from my breast and worship only
thee.” Let this be our prayer daily.

Helping the Pastor

Dear Mr. Bditor.—Apropos of your refer-
ence in your editorial comments of last
month's Era to Dr. Wilbur J. Chapman
and a member of his church, permit me
to say that while conducting a series of
special services at one of my appoint-

ments recently, we received the following
letter from a Christian mother in the
lowly walks of life, which encouraged us
very much, and which I think worth

passing on, if for no other reason than
for the spirit manifested:: * Dear Mr.

and Mrs. Follett.—I write, asking your
prayers for the salvation of my daughter
S§—— and for her friend M——.  They

both know and feel their need of a
Saviour, and are very much troubled, but
I cannot tell you what is the hindrance.
I humbly ask your prayers for their sal-
vation. Oh, that others may be troubled
as well ! I pray that there may be many
souls saved this week. I cannot go to the
meetings on account of ill-health, but yon
have my earnest prayers and sincerest
sympathy, and while you are preaching
I am praying. Will close with love in
Christ to you both.” T have only to add
that among those who gave themselves to
Christ during the meetings were the two
young women above referred to. Yours,
ete., C. W. Follett.

The Youth’s Companion
in 1905

It is even to ize in
a single paragraph the many and varied
attractions which The Youth’s Companion
announces for the coming year.

A series of articles planned to interest
especially the forty-five millions of Ameri-
cans who look directly to the soil for
their subsistence will treat of *“ New
Fields for Young Farmers,” “ The Sanita-
tion of the Farm,” *The Future of
American Cotton,” “ How Women Make
Money on the Farm,” ete.

Seven serial storles and 2560 short
stories by the most talented and popular
American writers of fiction will form
part of the contents of the new volume
for 1905.

IS your League asking
“HOW TO HELP
MISSIONS?"” A really
good offer awaits you.

Address

Rev. J. H. L. Joslyn

Grenfell, Assa.

Studies . Apostolic
Church

ny
CHARLES HERBERT MORGAN, THOMAS EDDY
TAYLOR and S. EARL TAYLOR

The Second Yolume of the Epworth
League B ble Study @ourse

The Epworth League Topies for 1905 are selected
to harmonize with the chapters of this book, and
it i intended that both shall be taken up together

Order early, 5o as to have the Text-Book ready
for the first of January

PRICE LIST
Round in cloth, prepaid, single copy #0 75
Same, in lots of 10 or more, to one address,
carringe extra, p 0
Hound in manilla, pr 030
Same, in lots of 10 or more, carringe
per copy 010

Epworth League Reading
Course for 1904-05

THREE SPLENDID VOLUMES
at half of usual retail prices

1. Electricity and Magnetism
2. The Pleasures of Life
3. Korean Sketches

The three books will be sent to any address
Canada, postpaid, for $1.50.

1If several sets are ordered at the same time
they will be forwarded by express at $1.25 per set
the customer Lo pay express charges.

Order early, as the edition published is nearly
exhausted. The demand for the books has heen

learn the g simple y of
the Ten Commandments:

1. I am God and I alone.

2, Bow the knee beside to none.

3. Never take my name in vain.

4. And my Sabbaths ne'er profane.

5. Honor sire and mother still,

Full I A deserib-
ing the principal features of The Com-
panion’s new volume for 1905 will be
sent with sample coples of the paper to
any address free.

The mew subscriber who sends $1.75
now for a year's subscription to The

-
WILLIAM BRIGGS

29-33 Richmond St. West, TORONTO.
C. W, Coares, Montreal, 8. F, Huraris, Halifax.
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