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Methods of Bible Study.*

By Rev. Neil MacNish, B.D., LL.D.

The Bible occupies a unique position
in the literature of the whole world. To
an extent which caunot be overestimat-
ed, and which comparatively few mem-
bers of the Christian Chureh are able
to appreciate, the language of the Bible
has entered into the ordinary literature
of the nations. From the time, in the
far-off centuries, when the canon of the
Old and of the New Testament was
completed, and when, thercfore, those
books which we 1ow receive and venes
rate as inspired Books came to be re-
garded as Canonical, and as being, or
forming, the Word of God, scholars of
strong intellectual powers and of un-
wearied diligence have expended nights
and days in examining the Word of
God or the Bible, and in writing
commentaries of lerger or smaller full-
ness and minutenass on the numerous
books that make un the Bible,

It has been judiziously observed that
the Bible has produced a varied and pro-
digious literature. A library made up
of all the books that have been written
solely in defence of the Bible would
be an imposing spectacle.  No other
book has left so many and such deep
traces on human literature.  Ov mod-
ern literature the traces of the influnce
of the Bible are incomparably deeper
and more legible than those which are
left by any other single volume. One
whose name is well known in certain
ecclesiastical eiveles in our day avers:—
“But the silver cord of the Bible is not
loosed, nor its golden bowl broken as
Time chronicles his tens of centuries
that are passed by.” Huxley, who was a
votary of science, whose intellect was
strong and clear, and who could not be
regarded as having any undue affection
for the Christian Church or faith, made
this noble admission regarding the Bi-
ble: “For three centuries the Bible has
been woven into all that is hest and
noblest in Engli<h history. Tt has be-
come the national Epic of Britain, and
is familiar to noble and simple.”  With
this statement we shall all agree: “The
Bible came from a nation alike despised
in ancient and modern times: it still has
an_exceptional history. Tomely the
Bible often is, as it must be—if it be
the Book for all men and for all time.
The best theologians and scholars are
content to sit at its feet and learn, They
declare that they cannot approach its
depth and hreadth and fulness” The
members of the Christian Churech every-
where are in onr time seriongly affected
by the destructive theories, as they re-
gard them, which are abroad, and which
are npheld and defended by scholars
of acknowledged learning. Tt will not
be without advantage to cite the opin-
ion of two men who are recarded hy
many Christians as holding and as en-
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forcing views that are detrimental to
the solemn reverence with which the
Bible is to be held. The late Robert-
son Smith, who by his peculiar views in-
curred the disfavor of the Free Church
of Seotland, has these excellent praises
to bestow upon the Bible: “The tes-
timony in favor of the Bible as the
Word of God is universal. The per-
suasion that in the Bible God Timself
speaks words of love and life to the soul
i the essenee of the Christian’s convie-
tion as to the truth and anthority of
Seripture.,”  Tn general, the veal fruit
of Bible reading lies less in anv addition
toone’s stock of systematic knowledge
than in the privilege of withdrawing
for a moment from the thonghts and
cares of the world to enter into the pure
and holv atmosphere where the God of
love and redemption reveals Tlimself to
the heart, and whers the simplest be-
liever can place himself by the side of
the psalmist, prophet, or apostle in
that inner sanctnary where no soimd is
heard but the gracions accents of divine
promise and the surest response of as-
sred and simple faith.”  The name of
Dr. Briges i well known in the Preshy-
tevian Chureh of North Ameriea owing
t~ the peenliar views which he once
propounded.  Tis profonnd reverence
for the Bible is deep and unmistakable,
Tt thus formd expression: “Bible studv
is the most important of all studies, for
it is a study of the Word of God, which
contains a Divine revelation of redemp-
tion to the world.” The Bible is an
ocean of heavenly wisdom.  All the
sciences and arts, all the literature, his-
tories and religions of the world gather
abont the Bible to contribute to its
study, and o derive help from its reve-
lations.  Bible study is the most pro-
found of all studies, for it has to do with
the secrets of life and death, of
God and man, of this world and other
worlds,”

It is very gratifying to have thus the
assurance from themselves, that, how-
ever much Robertson Smith and Briggs
may be supposed by many intelligent
and earnest Christians to have travelled
in paths of theologieal aberration, they
express the greatest reverence for the
Word of God.

It is the merest truism to contend
that the Word of God, and theref re the
truth, has nothing to fear or to suffer
from the most searching and the closest
investigation, if such an investigation is
carried on with honest faithfulness and
with an invariable deferenco to unbiased
reasc ing, and to the demands of unim-
peachable logie,

We can accord our ready assent to
the averment of the present Archbishop
of Canterbury, in a contribution which
he made several years ago to the mow
famous “Essays and Reviews:” “The

thorongh study of the Bible, of what it
teaches and does not teach, must take the
lead of all other studies. He is guilty
of high treason against the faith who

fears the result of amy investigation,
whethoer philosophical or scientifie or
historical.”  Bunsen has wiscly writ-
ten that it will be seen more and more
as the years pass by that the full light of
science does not eclipse the truth of the
Bible, but only leads us by its discov-
eries to understand the sacred pages
aright.  Among the many wise say-
ings of Froude, this saying has a prom-
inent place: “Liberty of opinion, which
is the life of knowledge, as surely be-
come- the death of falsehood.”

A pions and diligent student of the
Evidences of Christianity asserts that
there is mo end to our dis-
covery of the evidences of Divine
truth.  Every page of the inspired vol-
nume will present to 1w+ rich mines which
canmot he exhansted. and which astonish
and delight the student as he advances
in his enquiries.”

These citations, taken as they are
from the writings of warm friends of
the Word of God, as well as from the
opinions of those who are, as many
Christians believe, in open or in covert
opposition to the Word of God, will suf-
fico to indicate how strong and deeply
seated in the lmman heart is reverence
for the Word of God and for the Bible,

I is not for ministers of the Chris-
tian Chureh, but for earnest and intel-

ligent laymen as well, that the phrase
higher criticism has a remarkable in-
terest.  The attitude of many believ-

ors towards the higher eriticism may
thus find expression: “The mathods of
the so-called higher ecriticism are em-
|>lu_\'(«| to shake the :mrlmrit.\' of the
books that form the Bible, and to show
that they were not written by the men
whose names they bear, nor at the
periods which have hitherto been re-
garded as the date of their origin.”
All lovers of truth will acquiesce in the
contention that the Bible must be sub-
jected to exactly the same tests as any
other document.”

To Canon Driver a place of eminence
pertains owing to his ability and scholar-
ship among the higher critics of our
time,  Ilis frank admissions are certain-
Iy well worthy of our attention. In his
“Introduction to the Literature of the
Old Testament,” he writes on this wise:
“In the eritical study of the Old Testa-
went there is an important distinetion
that should be kept in mind—that of de-
gree of probability; many results can
only be approximate, It is not the ease
that eritical conelusions, such as those
expressed in the present volume, are in
conflict either with the Christian Creeds
or with the Articles of the Christian
faith, Those conclusions affeet not the
fact of Revec'ation, but only its forms.
They do not sueh either 1he authority
or the inspir ion of the Seriptures of
the Old Testament.”  rhey must be
comparatively few who have not read
the book from which T have extracted
these views of Canon Driver, that are
aware how safe his position is accord-




