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to manufacturinp; incUir^trics ; less ami less does Britain

herself produce the food for her own peopl.'. To some this

seems a sericnis diin^'cr, hut as loni,' tis she can by her naval

power command sea communications, and, in consequence,

supplies, hiM- position is secure.

11. (IreatkkBkitain

The divisions of the Kmpiro.—The British Empire of to-

day is a loose union oi ii larjic number of states, scattered

over the whol(; surface of the eartli It includes India,

ahnost a continent, with an anci(Mit civilization, and with

many dilferent peoples united under the king as emperor,

and ruled hv a viceroy named l)y the British cabinet. On

the other hand, the "llmpire includes regions for a long

time unpeopled, except by a few barbaric natives, l)ut

now in course of settlement by Britons, retaiiung in their

new homes the right of self-government; such regions are

Canada, Australia, \<!W Zealand, and parts of South Africa.

The remaining liritish possessions are chielly scattered

islands; some, like the West In.lian islands, of consideral)le

extent, others, like Malta and St. Helena, hehl l)y Britam

chiefly as coaling stations a.d harbours of refuge for the

use of her warships and her merchant marine.* ^ ^

* riu' poi.ulation of the British Kinpir.' nuiy U> briefly summarized

us follows:

I. Population ahnost entirely of EurojKian origin:

Kngland and Wales (in 1911) 3r),()7.-),209

Scotland
" 4.7.V»,44.')

Ireland
" 1,:{SI,!(,-,1

Canada
"

7,-.>(t(),(HK)

Au.st ralia, without al)oi s(«'st nnated) 4,20(),tKM)

South .Vfiica (c'stiinatf. l.'JlO.fXKJ

New Zealand (eslimate.lj l,tK)t).()0()

MaUa (estimated) 210,(H)()

Europeans in India ((stiniatcd') KXt.tKK)

Wi-st Indies and Mtrnnida (esiiinated) 1(K),(MK)

Gihraltar (estiniate.l)
If'!^'^

Other iiurto uf the Empire, auy 34,3135— 59,300,000

^<i^


