
RURAL SCHOOL FAIRS.

Mr. W. B. BoadhooN. Dqmty Minitter of Agrionhun, Toronto, uid in p«rt:

During tho put three or fonr yewi the Ontario D^trtmentd Agricoltnre hie

been eDfteTonring to aaerj out oertdn ^ane with • view to intmating tiie yoaog

BMn in ihe mral diatricta in the work of agrienltnre. Thaee have been inaogiuatad

and developed quietly and anoatentationaly until at the pretent time thqr oorer, to

a T«7 l^nie i^pm, the wbsi* ProTinoe. In £Mt> m great is their eiteBt and ao

imprMBiTe their importanoe that the Baceeative of the B^qparimental TTnim thoof^t

it adviaaUe to have a ttatemant of the jnniot work of the Department of Agrieoltora

•olmiitted to thia gathering at theee aeiaioni. The plana are tbtj hurgelj carried

out by the Diatriet BepreaentatiTes aa part of tiieir manifdd woric in the oonntiaa,

and they, ther^ore, oome under the immediate direction of Mr. C. F. Bailey, tiia

Aaaiatant Dvpaij Miniatar <A Agriculture, and it would be veiy fitting and ap>

'

propriate if he could be here to preaent the atoiy. The anooete achiewd in the w«nk

haa been due in no amall degree to hia ability, eneigy and enthuaiaam. I join

witii you, therefore, in the aincere regret tint owing to illnem Mr. Bailey ia not

here himself aa adTertiied to tell this story.

Let me cite at first just briefiy the object in view—the proUem in reaching the

young. Up to a few yean ago the work of the Department of Agriculture oon-

siated of agencies and organizations vhidi dealt very largdy with the adult farmer,

and little, if any, attention was paid to the boya and girb and young men. Thia

het impressed us in the Department aa one which merited special attention, and it

seemed that here lay a problem wMcb awaited solution and which would give, to

thoae who would utilize the time, results which would be gratifying to them and of

benefit to the Province as a whole. Hence, we took up this work. We endeavoured

to bear in mind the fact tiiat our purview lay along the highways and by^yf *^
the side lines of the country. It was not our province to invade the jurisdiction

of tiie school, because the school had its own work to perform. It could do much,

and was doing much in connection with agricultural education, but outside of that

altogether it seemed there might be scope for work am<Hig these boys and girla at

their homes and on their farms. We recognize that " it is the mind that makes the

body rich," and also that we learn to do by doing, and if we could link together in

some way these two ideas, vre mij^t point the way in the mind of the rising genera-

tions to " highor things and better days." How, then, could this be accompljslwd?

In some counties of this Province, as in some States across the border, a limited

amount of work along this line had been ^me. In thb county of Waterloo, school

fairs had been held, the same sort of orgauization which we now have all over the

Province, but serving only a limited area. In that idea we found tiie germ of a

plan which we felt might be extended and broadened to coTer the whole Province

of Ontario. Hence in 1912, we took hold of this idea and made it the pdioy oi^
Department to conduct Bural School Fairs, and thereby interest and educate to a

certain d^ree the boys and girls who at that time were not receiving so very much

attention from other sources. As I have already said it was not our «m to encroadi

upon the territory of the school. While tiwy are termed Sdiool Fairs ih^ are so

called because the school of tiie community is ^e center of orsaniation, and aa a

rule flw School Vtxt is held on the school ground, though not necewarily ao. It


