Of ‘horse,’ carrlage paddle-wheeler rail and
each the Atlant1c coast port of Baranqullla to

whifes ,Indlans blacks, mulattos and mestizos
ongSIde much prmutlve agrlculture have de-

est fee cultlvatlon in South America. While the oli-

al upper classis as sophlstlcated and urbane as

Latin Amenca, it is more cultivated than most;

itis for good reason that Bogota has been known as the

thens’ of South America. There is 2 mass of i impover-

d and illiterate peasantry and the per capita in-

barely reaches mid-way on the low Latin Ameri-

ale. The small middle class is diffused in

numerous medium-sized cities and the capital does not

dominate the nation—more like Italy and Germany
Brltam or France

i Democratlc system

What d1st1ngu1shes Colombia from the other v

HSouth ‘American countries is that it has managed re-
markably to maintain -a democratic system of govern-

- ment for virtually all of this century, although its po--

- litical life has: been dominated by the traditional
- Liberal and Conservative parties and the general
[-vsoc1o-poht1cal process is not as entirely unblemished as
the ohgarchy and the government would like to be-
lieve; they would not always find the reports of Am-
n tiy_Internatlonal and the Internatlonal Press Insti-
tute entirely to their liking. :

- only mlhtary reg1me

bér/(jctober 1980

during. this .

agamst absentee landlor

and Conservative vﬂlages Va'nd peasants and 1te cau

~dynamics have continued to fascinate political sci

“tists-and socmloglsts to' tlus day. It abated slowly aft
1958, when the warring Liberal and Conservah :
’-“'leaders, fearlng total’ dlsmtegratlon of their countr

~again came fo gether—thls time to remove the Generf

who wanted a second, unelected term.: They 1§
mst1tuted elections and a democratw regime through{

‘unique 20-year power—shanng expenment just ende

One by-product of that era was an’ ‘extraordinar

risein petty, and not-so-petty crime; espec1a11y kidnap
- ping by criniinals for: ransom, which has remained en
* demic in Colombia. Another legacy of La Violencia wa

the birth of three ‘native guernlla groups, who wey
forerunners of the better-known Tupamaros in Ur

 guay, Montoneros, in Argentina and other violence

prone Latin. Amencan ‘activists. The Revolution
Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) Moscow-orlentec
and with ties to the local Commumst Party, is based
the remote mountainous areas of south eastern Colom
bia, occasionally displaying strength in villages un
comfortably close to the capital. The National Libers
tion Army (ELN), Castro-oriented, operates in th
jungle and mountains of the. ‘Medio ‘Magdalena’
about “half way down the Magdalena River, the §

.- Lawrence of Colombia. The People’s Liberation Arm

(EPL) is vaguely Maoist, and surfaces fitfully in th

~mountains of the state of Antioquia in the northwest.

Still another legacy was the creation by Gener:}:
Rojas Pinilla of a vaguely populist party, Arapo, as

- vehicle for a political comeback after his 1958 ouste} |

‘from the presidency,-and it was welded by his redoub}}
table daughter, Maria Eugenia, into a potent chal}]
lenger to the Liberal and Conservative power-sharin

tial election but Maria Eugema, who in the 1974 eled!
tion became the first woman to seek the presidency
any Latin American country, did not fare well at th
polls. The party began to decline; but both the Gener
and his daughter denounced the use of force to achievgd
power. A '

Origins of M- 19 :
M-19 was formed as a clandestine military wing of 8

Anapo by some left-of-centre academic activists, ex§ mlm
' army officers and mlddle class professionals; heu

i




