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alghtjhappq% qt the tlae of invasion: there would be bes&ardlng of British 
harbours, of Loggon, etc., * a eeele never thought ef| serial fighting In 
tee skleej there Bight oven be a state of eonfuelon which would reeult In 
tee Allied fsresS^Hnlft&f^ thesis elves dream lute eenfllot here end there 
with eaeh ether* that, la the aidet ef confusion ef the klai, the enemy 
might easily be supplied with Informatise from sources that ■■■■it 
herhleee enough at ether times, teat the only wise thlag wee te avoid 
possible dangers, at all eoets, and take account ef every eontlngeney# 
That, behind the notes there should be seme desire to bring Eire late the 
war was, I believed, wholly without any foundation* I said I could 
understand De Valera wondering why the United States' request should 
have been preferred In writing. In formal notes, rather than by verbal 
representations In the first Instance. I had been asking myself what 
the reason for that could be# I had concluded, end 1 thought quite 
rightly. It was because of the great Importance vhloh the U.3. government 
attached to seeing that their forcée were protected In every poeelble way. 
To leave aattere to verbal representation might create differences of 
view later on ae to what really had been aaid. Apert from this, however,
I felt thet the notes were preferred. In pert ee a matter of emphasis, 
and In part aa a matter ef reoerd* Should present fears prove torbe 
Justified, It was most Impartant teat the United States be able to shoo 
that they had foreseen the dangers clearly and had gone ae far as they 
possibly could In seeking te avoid team. So fhr as there being say 
policy by way ef drawing Eire Into the war see concerned, I felt that 
If such wee the case we In Canada would meat certainly have had come 
knowledge ef a move ef the kind# Alee, were there any deep laid policy 
with respect to whet further moves would felloe, If the Irish would 
not meet the regteet, particularly in the nature of open coercion, 
we would meet certainly have heard somethin before this about condi­
tions which Bcoeeeltated such a course. The whole matter had only come- 
to our attention after the notée themselves had been presented.

Before the conversation was over, Hearne seemed to change his 
attitude, based on suspicion, ee to some sinister eot of Britain being 
behind the note, on e direct attitude of antagonism towards the 
President of the United States. I wee greatly surprised at this. r.T.o.
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