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The Gang of Four grows up

by David Lutes

Transition is the name of the
game on Hard, the Gang of
Four’s latest release. A lot of what
made the Gang the original post-
punk band and a great critical
success has faded. What has
replaced the old, however, is
interesting and sometimes excit-
ing. 'm not saying that every-
thing is changed. Their sound is
still anchored by heavy bass lines
and the guitars of Andy Gill
remain the instrument of choice.
But the fundamental changes
that were made will surprise
many old followers and will
attract new ones,

The major musical change is in
the rise of the vocals as a musical
instrument. On Hard, John King’s
voice is often left to carry a song,
and in this he gets help from an
expanded back-up group. King’s
vocals have evolved from an
angry sneer to something more
coldly melodic. This, plus the
addition of the back-up singers,
means that the band often seems
to take on a synthesizer-pop
sound. This is not quite the case.

In fact there seems to be a
deliberate avoidance of anything
approaching an electronic base.
What has really taken place is
that the Gang has taken the
semi-soul sounds of singers like

Seige

continued from page 13

But seriously, folks, “Seige”
could easily fall into that class of
film that might be called ‘the
overachievers’; films like “High
Noon” or “Deliverance” that, by
concerning themselves with
limited scenarios, manage to
transcend the situation and
comment upon the human con-
dition itself.

Personally I'd prefer these ‘lit-
tle” action films to a whole boa-
tload of Bergman’s balefully
blathering about life and death.
Let’s face it, if it hasn’t got a
coherent narrative and a devel-
oping plot, most people aren’t
going to like it. “Seige” is suc-
cessful in presenting a gripping
situation that demands your
interest right up to the
dénouement.

Heaven 17's Glenn Gregory or
Tom Bailey or Thompson Twins
and superimposed it over their
own pseudo-funk sound.

This new vocal dominance had
meant that other things have
been toned down or faded out.
On most of the cuts, the tough
guitar sound which dominated in
earlier releases, has become
background filler, always there
but never in charge. There are
cuts on which the guitar comes
to the foreground, though. This
is most obvious on something
like “I Fled,” where the guitar
competes with the vocals for the
prominent position.

With the departure of
drummer Hugo Burnham, the
drum parts have also faded out.
What used to drive the sound
along now serves more as a
pace-setter. This leaves more
room at the bottom of the music
for bass stuff. Always an integral
part of the Gang’s sound, the
bass comes more to the front on
Hard. Sara Lee turns in some
excellent performances and jon
Astrop also shines on a few cuts.

The place that the band’s new
direction is most clearly seen is in
the lyrical content. On Hard we
see an almost complete disap-
pearance of a political stance. For
a band that made its reputation

on its loudly proclaimed socialist
views, this is quite a switch.

What we see instead, are songs
of a more personal nature deal-
ing more with sexual politics than
anything of a more global nature.
This is apparent through titles
like “Woman Town” or “A Piece
of My Heart”. Fittingly, the one
song that contains much more
than a hint of the political anger
of old, “Independence,” is also
the one whose sound resembles
the Gang's past.

Why all these changes? Last
year’s Songs of the Free gave us a
hint that maybe we shouldn’t be
expecting things like “Armalite
Rifles” anymore. Could it be that
the Gang for Four are growing
older? The toned down political
stance shows signs of a more
jaded view of life, with personal
problems becoming more
important,

There are hints all over Hard
that the Gang may be seeking
more commercial acceptance. If
they can achieve this without a
sell-out, as they've done here,
they deserve it. If you're a fan,
give it a listen, you'll be fasci-
nated. If you're not a fan, give it
a try, you'll like it.

For an in-depth review of the
album, tune into CKDU Monday,
October 10, at 8 p.m.

Quiz 835 - ALTER-EGOS

What is the true identity of the
following?

1. Venus Flytrap *

2. Dr, Johnny Fever *

3. Sting (of The Police)

4. The Shadow

5. Gonzo (of Trapper John,
M.D.)*

6. The Scarlet Pimpernel

7. El Kabong

8. Zorro

9. The Lone Ranger

10. Tony Curtis

* - not the actor’s name

Answers to Quiz 834
1. Mozart’s Quintet for Clarinet
and Strings

2. Ponchielli’s Dance of the

Hours (from La Gioconda)
3. Bach’s Brandenburg Concerto
No. 2

4. Leonard Bernstein’s Glitter and
Be Cay (from Candide)
5. Mouret’s Rondeau

6. Wagner's Ride of the Valkyries

(from Die Walkure’, Act lil)

7. Pachelbel’s Canon

8. Richard Strauss’ Thus Spake
Zarathustra

9. Johann Strauss’ Blue Danube
10. Rossini’s
Overture

William Tell

Our winner is Colin Mann who
will receive a double pass to Vic-
tor Victoria which plays in the
Rebecca Cohn Auditorium Sun-
day, Oct. 9.

A CAREER
AS ACHARTERED

ACCOUNTANT

Today, the chartered accountant is a valued

business advisor. Inflation, intricate tax

laws, new corporate legislation, and the fast
pace of decision-making, challenge the CA
to use his or her skills to the fullest. Clarkson

Gordon, with 22 offices across Canada,

employs more university graduates training
as CAs than any other accounting firm. As
a member of Arthur Young International,

with operations in 66 countries, we are

global in scope. Discuss career opportuni-
ties with Clarkson Gordon representatives

on campus Oct. 21, 22,

Arrangements should be made through

your Student Placement Office prior to

Oct. 14.
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Dalhousie University

424-2054
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You'll be Home
for CHRISTMAS

with a low cost TRAVEL CUTS
flight!
Charter Space Limited.

MEET

David Bowie
The Police
Duran Duran

C-100 presents

Loverboy

Men at Work
Stevie Nicks

The Fixx

AND MORE!!!——FACE TO FACE

-\

WITH THE LATEST

WORKSHOPS

SHYNESS
SELF ESTEEM
COMMUNICATION

| Listening Skills Oct. 31
Il Conversational Skills Nov. 7
Il Communications Lab Nov. 14

ASSERTIVENESS

| Assertiveness - Fact, Fiction
Il Assertiveness Lab
This free series of workshops is being]
L)ffered by Counselling Services to hel
you learn how to get along mor
omfortably and more effectively with
thers. The workshops will be o
MONDAY AFTERNOONS FROM 3:3

Nov. 28

Oct. 17
Oct. 24

Nov. 21

; E
VT[)IED ROCK VIDEO CLIPS

S ()“/J AND GIANT SCREEN |

B

To book us for your next party call

- 5:00 STARTING OCTOBER 17/83. To
register for some or all of the
workshops, or for more information,
contact COUNSELLING SERVICES,

ROOM 422, 424-2081.

479-1026




