
tiveIy in¶thlé local media'.
The newly-founded medi a

groùp -is heded by* political
science department jesearcher
Robert Hackett. hts primfary intent

-s ta n*nitÔr, intervene and,
imorove media coverage of the
peaoe movemenit.

ApFoxtimately 20 people
attènTZ ilast nigtsmeing.

Guest Speaker Robin Denton,
a prômlieft local peaoe àctivist,
teferréd - to the scheduled
Decem ber depIoyment ôf
American. Pershing Il and crulse
,missiles in W. Germany approved
Tuesday -nlght by the West Ger-
man-Parliament) as evidence of
the growingdiriger of nuclear war
and of the necessity of
highlightlng the péace movement
in the -media.

Denton pointed te the ABC
moacvie '1The Day. After>', about a
nuýclear attack, aired last Sunday,
as an effective device for
h eightening the awreness of thé
averagýe persan about nclear war,~

.The peace movement, he
said, was gettin 4'more
favourable treatment' f rom the
media.

1However,- Denton wamned
thai thé ' newsworthnes" cf any-
story for the media, was deter-
Mined by how controversial that
story was. Me accused the media of
doctorlng facts and selective,
reporting.

After informini thé group of
bis experience in deating with the
media and emphasiz ing the
importance of coverage for the
peace movement, Denton con-
ducted a sesioni on menédia handi-
ing. î -

The seminar included tips on
dress, manner and style cf presen-
tation.

"lit' s nice to'have coffee for
ihem (the reporters)" said Den-
toin.

Robert Hackett, who wrote a
treatise on, the media coveragecf

media «b.uries" a stot* r 5
ignores it.

Secondly, the lib*Itiis
stQry creates a bias. for eu
refer-ring te the GrenWh â fli
as rescue or invasion. ,

The sources u -sed by re
also creates a bias. M- th$
stOry dozens of react<ih
heari from Altop mt
offilcias, but ¶irtually no re
was printed, Hackett ô,sq
f rom the peace môvement.

The Iast bias is created1
therme that is highlghtedi
reporting: Reagan's' Evil Ety
versus what is calied the rea!
response -in teïpretationc
KAL crash.

To comnbat this bas in ter
the peace movement, Ha
proposed that newspapersc
ag "peace beat" for one repoi
cover only the peaoe moveA
This waiy the movement wot
given thecoverage it deservE
Hacett.

Hackett says he sees a pi(
tive, "role for criticat
analysis." He also sàid then
"fconstituency» aâmong the>~
for sùch- an unde-rtaking.

'the, media, Hacketti
tainedi, "will accept a reas
analysis cf te performance."

For anyone interestec,
media working group. nextr
on December 6th.
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