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ismade for a -better "1 selection -of parents.".

-BEING
and an arguiment

By DR. C. W. SALEE BY, F.R.S.

T is the selection of parents that alone bas raised
ilus froi the beast and the worm. This con-

Stinuaus and apparentiy invincible thing, buman
life, which began ýsa humfily and taý the saund

of no trumrpets, in Soutbern Asia or the neighbour-
hood of the Caspian Sea, but wbich bas nieyer looked
back since its birth, and is now the dominant fact
of what mîght weIl bc an astonished eartb, depends
in every age and fromn moment ta moment uipon bere
a baby, there a baby, and there yet another. If but
one a;f ail tbe "hunigry generations" that have pre-
ceded us had failed ta secure the care and lave of
its pre 'decessor, the curtain would have camte dlown,
and a nturaiig, tbouigb hitherta sufficiently

gratesque, draina have been ended far ever, It is,
thus, ta the conception of parentage as the vital and
organic link of life that we are forced. No genera-

tien, whetber of men, or aniinals, or plants, deter-
mines or pravidles, as a wboie, the future of the
race. Oniy a percentage, as a rule a very sial
percentage inideed, af any species, reach mnaturity.
These it is who, ini the long ruin, make histary.

It is passible that a concrete case, caminon
enaugh, but wonderful nevertheîess, miay belp US ta
realise afresh the conditions under wbich hunian
if e actually persists. Farced inside -a motar-o-mi-

- -- -- fr lick of room. oiitside, I found

a baby 11n ner
in me feelings

migbt bave ex-
st witb a soul, a

lý nok for in

there -be a -poet or a painter alive who îs more than
an appiauded prastitute, and who bas the genius
that is "the clearer presence of God Most High .in
a man," let bina leave unsung or undepicted and un-
displayed the ephemeral subject and the trivial dex-
terities whîch serve merely ta makce visible tbe dark-
ness of wbat is called art in this barren time, and
tell us bow the Deity wiitbin hîu regards sucb a
spectacle as, this; or if bie can learn notbing froin
childbaod and matberhood dethroned let him be si-
lent-lie ýhas notbîig to say that men and -women
lieed ta bear. Let him cry aloud and spare not. Let
hum telli us that if this is the fate of mothers in the
ranks wvhich supply the overwhelming proportion
of our children, our nation may nuimber Shakespeare
and Newton amongst the glories of its past, and the
lands of ancient empire amongst its present passes-
siens, but it bas fia future; tbat if, worsbipping
wbat it is pleased ta cail success, it has ne tears nar
even eyes for sucb failures as these, it may walk in
the ways of its insensible beart and in the sight of
its blind eyes, yet it is walking not in its sleep, but
in its deatb.
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~THE DOOM 0F NG CTDNATIONS.

LET humn say that in sucb a state a country is ai-
ready doomed and dlanined almost past recail;

and that, if it is ta be saived, there wiil avail flot
"Broadening the basis of taxationi," nor teaching in
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fluence of traditional progress, can avail, unless the
potentialities ,which these nmust unfold are worthy.
The ba:by cornes into the world. The fate of ail the
to-morrow depends upon it. Hitherto its happen-
ing has depended upan factors animal and casual
enouigh, utterly improvident, concerned but rarely
vwith, this trexnendaus consequence. Ftate mnay be
mistress, but she works only too often by Chance,
as Goethe remarked. Fate and Chance hitherto
have been at work determining-for progress, ta
death of the individual mnakes imperative; and forces
have beeni at work determining-for praetress, to
some exçterit, but most imperfectly-the parentage of
these hecadlonig babies. Yet the human intelligence
cannot remain satisfied with their working, and much
less se when it.realises how they cana be controlled,
how effectively, and to what highi ends.

THE PRODUCTION 0F A SUPERIOR RACE.

IF these babies differ imnieasurably frani each
other, as they do; if these differences are, on

the whole, capable of prediction in ternis of heredity;
if the future state of mankind is involved in tiiese
cdifferenices. which will in their turn be transmitted

whamn one-hait wîil De cl(tbese tbings be sa, cannot
anticipation? There waul
trous vital economly, an(

of a true religian baset uipan tnese pLua'
evidenit dogmnas: tbiat all human life is haly, ail
mothers and ail cbildren; that bistary is made in the
nursery; that the individual dlies; that therefare
children detçrmine tbe destinies of aIl civilisations;
tbat the race or society wbich succeeds with its

strongest wvilg, it can
the dainig. This, and
be brauigbt haine ta t
farmer alike. Says T
to me. then. that to

dl in being; that, if the possessionV ai tis [OotsY DY a u
of woinafl- spirit, "iookinig befare and after," is anythi

than a "spart"ý of the evoltîonary forces, it
marenands
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