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Princl

under the central dome of the build-
ing, from wbicb radiated Interminable
avenues, the dlock of the nlot dis-
tant Domkircbe siruck tour sonorous
notes. Dimly Fritz reaiized that It
was late, and with the realization
came the furtber consciousness that
bie was tired. His legs ached and were
neot doing their duty as legs ouglit to
do. He needed rest and there seemed
no earthiy reasýon why be sbould not
have It. Accordlngly be approacnieu
a stail, ciambered over the couniter,
and assumed a recumbent position on
the floor. He feit vagueiy tbe need
of a pillow, and groped about as if
expecting to find onle. Wbat bis hand
actually ligbted on wa *s a bail about
as big as a large orange. It was liard
and black, and Fritz had no concep-
tion as te what it could possibly be.
Then, smiling, as If be bad done some-
tbIng clever, bie put It inside bis bat,
and pillowing is bead on his bat,
composed himself for ýsleep. He was
just reacbing that point wbere con-
fused thouglit merges Into the pban-
tasmagoria o! drunken slumber, wben
bie was violently aroused by bis bat
being pulled suddenly away "frein
under bis bead, witb tbe resuit that
tbe back of tbe bead made sharp and
paInful contact witb tbe concrete floor
of tbe Central Meat Market.

Rudely awakened and excusably
irritated, bie sat up and ejaculated an
oatb.

To bis amasement be found bimself
gar ing up at the terni of a young
woman wbo towered over bim to wbat
seemed a superbuman altitude. Neyer
bad lie bebeld a female terni so ex-
tended or so thIn. Moreover, to bis
disordered senses ber eyes appeared
as points of green flame, more like
the eyes of a cat tban those of a mer-
tai woman.

"Wbat In I-eaven's namne is the
matter?" bie demanded.

"You fool, Yen fool, you drunken,
sot!" hlssed the woman. "'You were
very near death."

"Il'm afraid 1 don't quIte under-
stand," bie muttered.

"That! Tbat!" cried is awakener,
-thrustlag the black bail la his face.
"Tbat Is deatb. But I preacb death
to Institutions, not men, bowever con-
temptibie."1

Fritz was nlot certain wbetber be
was awsake or asieep. On tbe wbole
be Inclined to tbe belle! that be was
experienclug a pecullariy Irresponsible
form of nigiitmare.

"Weil, keep your bal," lie said at
length good-naturediy, "but pleaso
give me back my bat."

"Sot and fool ?" she crled. "There
Is no understanding ln you. A second
later and- But tbere le flot a mo-
ment to be lost." And so saying, she
buried tbe black sphere front ber wlth
ail tbe force at bier comimand.

Wbat followed was a terrifie explo-
sion.

To Frits It seemed that someone
bad neatly divIded bis ekuli witb a
hatcbet snd was pouring molten noise
into hIs cerebral bemlspberes.

He struggled te bis feet bai!-
stunned, baif-4soberedl, and tbree parts
dea!.

Ciouds of blue smolte filled the air,
and In their unravelIing eddles was
visible tbe twisted chaos o! tormented
ironworic snd shattereý glass.
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