
Must Move Forward
Forestry in Canada bas now ar-

rived at that dangerous stage when
ail men speak well of it; as one
leader reeently remarked, 'If there
was only some expressed opposition
to forestry we could more reftdily
inake real progress'. Ten years ago
Forest Conservation in its now gen-
erally accepted scnse was practical-
]y unknown. Today everybody
knows of it and lias an idea, in a
general.way, that it is a good thing.
But the difficulty is that now there
is 50 much spoken, written and
printed about conservation that far
too many people believe that the
work is progressing satisfactorily
and that the volume of talk repre-
:sents work done. ln fact, public
,opinion is by the very frequency of
the mention of conservation being
]ulled into false sedurity. People
believe that ail governiments, insti-
tutions and persons connected with
forestry are alive to the dangers of
deforestation, and have taken pro-
tective measures accordingly. As a
matter of fact, as everyone knows
-who bas looked beneath the surface,
we in Canada are just about ready
(or ouglit to be) to begin to do

something.
People who read in thie papiers'

these days a grea.t deal abouit Con-
servation imagine thiat ail is well
with Canada in this respect, and
lthat, since the watchmen are awake,
they can sleep) coinfortably ini tlieir
lieds. On the eontrar.y, if thiey will.
-take up the r-eport of the Minister
-or any other offic1i in charge of
the public forests, they will sec that
-nstead of there being cause for
compiacency t he situation is actuai-
ly critical. From every one of these
comes the same report, thatat pres-
ent he is eoncentrating what men
and means lie lias on the problem of
fire protection, but,. in spîte of this,
lires are constantly dcstroying the

bcst timber areas. Even wliere the
officiais have for years been able to
keep out lire, the cutting of the best
species of trees is giving opportun-
ity for tlie growtli of inferiortrees,
so tliat the wliole cliaracter, of the
forests is undergoing a steady
change for the worse, and tlie resuit
will be that fromn a timber-produe-
ing standpoint tliey will in a few
years have littie or no value at ail.

'This is not; intended to be an alarm-
ist article, but simply to empliasize
the point tliat. whereas the average
good citizen believes that Canada is
doing ail that is required toi protect
and even increase bier timber rû-
sources, the plain fact of the matter
is that in this regard we are doing
nothing at ail. As stated before, the
responsible authorities tell you tbey
can only endeavor to pro teet wliat
reinains of the, virgin forests, from
fire, and that for this they have very
inadequate means. 'In regard to the
re-stocking witli valuable timber of
lands 'unsuited for agriculture, liow-
ever, there 18 nractically nothing b-
ing donc from Nova Scotia to Brit-
isli Columbia. There are millions of
acres of lands belonging to the state
whicli are fit for no other purpose
than to grow trees. Tliey bear no
timaber trees today and in lifty
years, if presenit mnethods, continue,
they stili will b)e lacking in mer-
cliantable timber. Thie great Mir-
amiichi lire took place in 1825; today
after eighty-six yea.rs thiat once niag-
nifice(,nt pinery lias scarcely a timbtrr
tree on it, while pine bas practical-
]y disappeared, not only from thaf
district, but from the rest of Nev-
Bruinswic-k and from, large sections
of Quiebec. Now, if the other il-
lions of acres of cut-over and burnt-
over lands in Canada are'.not to be
in the same usýelcss, condition at tha,
end of anotlicr eighty-six years,
then we must take warning aný sap


