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It is therefore unnecessary to discuss the considerations
which a state of circumstances of this kind might present.
The present legislation is clearly meant to apply a remedy
to an evil which is assumed to exist throughout the
1)ominion, and the local option, as it is called, no more
localizes the subject and scope of the Act than a provision
in an Act for the prpvention of contagious diseases in cattle
that a public officer should proclaim in what districts it
should come into effect, would make the statute itself a mere
local law for each of these districts. In statutes of this kind
the legislation is general, and the provision for the special
application of it to particular places does not alter its
character.

Their .ordships having come to the conclusion that the
Act in question does not fall within any of the classes of
subjects assigned exclusivelv to the Provincial Legislatures,
it becomes unnecessary to discuss the further question
whether its provisions also fall within any of the classes of
subjects enumerated in section 91. In abstaining from this
discussion, they must not be understood as intimating any
dissent from the opinion of the Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court of Canada and the other Judges, who held that the
Act, as a general regulation of the traffic in intoxicating
liquors throughout the Dominion, fell within the class of
subject, " the regulation of trade and commerce," enumerated
in that section, and was, on that ground, a valid exercise of
the legislative power of the Parliament of Canada.

In the result, their Lordships will humbly recommend
Her Majesty to affirm the judgmeit of the Supreme Court
of Canada, and with costs.


