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Speak-ilig iii Kingston a formiglit ago, Mr. Costigaii referred to
r e as 1 gthe incidellt or fq84 , bUt tIl fOrtt'l'ýltel.v lie wýaýs rePO t (I ý Il. vil'

placed the date at the tinie of the Pacific Scalidil in 1873- ',\Ir-
Costignn was tlien a privite inember of the 1-lotise, and, bo far froin

lia"'ilig aily witli Sir John «,%VlzIC(IOIIztl(t, Klowed his,
illustrions leader iiito opposition wlien it was open to Iiiiii, liad lie
desired, to have joined liands witli the desertors and -one over to the
eiieiiiy's camp.

1' It is true that Mr. Costigali's resignation was tendered at the
tiiiie that the loati to the Canadinu Pacific Railvaý, was iiiider
discussion. It is also triie that Mr. Costigaii agreed to the Goveril-
iiient's policy of granting the loail, but it is absoltitely ffilse, as stated
b), 77ie, illail, thut lie rose in the House to iiialze a speech against the

10.111 to whicli, in his Nfinisterial capacity, lie liad giveii his approvai.
Wlieii Mr. Costigaii rose that iiioriiiiig,'it was, lialf past one o'clock ;

lie was sufféring froin. a severe lioarseness which rendered Iiis voice
alinost inaudible. He inoved the adjouriiiiient of the debate. Sir
John INIacdonald objected; but Mr. Costigati persisted, pleading that,
in the state of his, voice, lie wotild prefer iiot to, be forced to spea-,
but that, if lie iiiust speak, lie would do so. Sirjolin then gave way
and the Hotise adjourned. What Mr. Costigan --,,ould liave said, as
lie frequently infornied Iiis friends, would have been to declare his,

purpose, ilotwitli.staii(liiig his altered relations to the Ministry, to
support the loan to whicli lie liad assented at the Council Board.
Sir John Macdonald subsequently stated to the House that Mr.
Costigan's resignation was dated the i8th February, was received

by Iiiiii on the igtli and witlidrawn on the igth. Wlien Mr. Costigan
rose to speak, it was in the early iiioriiiiig of the igth, and Iiis
resignation liad probably been in Sir John's hands for twelve Ilours.

7lie'illail* is ce'rtaitily dr*awiiig* copiously on its imagination
wlien it depicts Mr. Costigati going to Sir John Macdonald and
begging forgiveness and the rettirii of his resignation. The idea is
too puerile for a inonient's serions consideration. Mr. Costigaii, it
is %vell kilown, is neither beggar iior sycophant, while Sir John
Macdonald's, iiiost rabid eneinies never accused Iiiiii of being a
situpleton ; for who, elàe would have adinitted to his coulicils a inan.


