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Winnipeg Grain Exchange.

The aldress of President F. W, Thompnon,
at tus aunual meeting of tho Winnipeg giain
oxchange, is wetl worth a careful perusal. Fol-
low ing is the address in full :

Gentlemen,—Follawiug the custom of my
predecessors in the chair, before ratiring, I will
touch bricfly on some of the matters which
have come before the exchunge during tha past
year, ad well as refer to a fuw other subjects,
Which 1 hope muy bo of gencral intercst to the
members, Probably unc of the most important
matters entrusted tu the caro of the preseut
council at your iast annuul n.cotivg, was that
reluting to incorporation. Anyou are allaware,
this movement has been successfully carried
through, and vow we wro iucorporated uader
churtor from the Proviacial Legislature, It is
needloss for e to refer to the many benefits
arciuing, and to acerve in the future, from this
step, Apart frum the recoguition it brings to
us from other similar bodies, the power of
legally haldivg and acquiring property for the
benetit of the exchauge is now settled. Tne
secusing of this charter has also brought abous
finportant amendments to our constitution for
the genural benefic of mombers, As the grain
business in this country is rapidly expauding,
the necd for some suitable building where the
trado gone-ally can Le more centrafized, will
become an important matter for your considers
tion in the uear future. Steps wore taken last
year by yous council to test the practivability
of securipy such a building. Subscriptions for
the bonds of the exchange to theextent $18,000
were signed, bug here the matter rested, as this
amount was found iosuflicient towards acquir.
ing any one of the propused sights. It was talt
if a suflicient sum was subseribed for the bonds
of the exchinge to buy the property ; some reo-
sponsible financial institutioss could be found
to lend the money for a bwlding upon the
security of the lund, and the rentals from offi.c
rooms, etc., would net a satisfactory margin
over cost of operating the huilding, interest,
etc., to pay off the greater part of the lovan in
a reasonable number of years, I would stroug-
ly recommend that this matter be again taken
up apd more fully contidered.

FABMING,

The system of farming in this courtry should
I think, cogage in u greater measure the atten
tion of this oxchange, and any practical sugges:
tions, based on our experience in the handling
of cereals, tending to improved methods where-
by better results in the quality of grain pio.
duced wight obtain, will undoubtedly bo well
received by our farmers. The temptation ju a
praivie country, where the land is easy of culti-
varion, for producera to raise & large quautity
of grain, without due re‘tgdrd to its quality,
is, without question, frequently followed
by unsatisfactory results, and not in-
frequently the country is made to suffer
from the want of a proper understandivg of
the causes underlying individual cases of fuil-
ure. The same rute will apply tofarming as in
business, in 80 far as a wan’s ability to operate
within his meaus.  Icdoes not necessarily fol-
low thut a man’s profits in trade ave graater,
proporticuately, for the reason that he is doing
& larger Lusiness than his more conservative
neighbor; so, with farming, there should be
more of a spirit of rivalry in the quality of
grain produced from the soil ; and after having
acquired the best possible results in this respect,
as his means enable kim to extend operations,
quantity will follow with the succestful farmer,
in the natural order of thivgs, to-his more per-
manent good. It must always be borne in mind,
thatin a year of great plenty the world over,
the lower grades of grain are difficalt of sale
uonless at a heavy depreciation.  Fortuoately
for vur furmers, the shortage in ycreiga coun-
tries this year, has enabled them to realize bet-
ter prices than usual on the lower grades We
have therefore every reason to feel thankful
wih the result of our harvest as a whole.
Whilu great praise is due to the Canadiad 'aci-
fic Railway Co., and others, for the efforts and
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speeial inducemonts offered in bringing in out.
aido ho!f < ansisc oue farmrera with tho preseat
harvesy, yot I thiok iv rather uoreasouable to
expect thit extra tabor of this kind can always
bo depended upon as waiting for such coutin.
gencivs,  Weu quite naturally fecl a dusive to
advertiga our lurge production, but value docs
not always follow quantity, and ic is well foc us
to bear in mind that the value of a piece of land
in the oldor settled countries s largaly rogulat

ed by the qualitv of its pro-luct rather than the
quantity; henco the necossity fur our favmers us

ing the vory best of seed,and putting undercrop
such quantity of 11ind a3 can both ingeeling and
hurvess, bo proporly taken care of.  Threshing
from the atook isnu evil ariving out of ex-es-
sivaly large ficming,  Grain should bo stacked
und allowed to sweat properly. It is a ques-
tion of but a verv short time when buyers st
discriminate agaiust wheat threshed from the
stook as being uncertain for storage. Such
grain is very liablo to swoat after getting into
a bin, thereby causivg heating, which results
in great depreciation of value. Aaoiher regret.
able result causcd by the leaving of wheat in
the stook, is that full plunghing cannot but
otherwise bo serionsly interfered with, a cir

cumstance ‘which is to be deplored, as giving
rise to carcless and inditferont farming. Inthe
keonly contested markews of the werld a good
article will always obtain a full mirket value,
while on the contrary with iufertor qualities,
the fluctuutions are uncertain and extreme. Tho
provaience of smut ia this coustry has become
a troublesome feature in handling the crop.
The chief cause for this no doubt avises fromn
the sowing of poor seed. With proper care
this con'd be overcoms, as much depends on
the care aud judgment exercised by each indi

vidual farmer in the selection of his seed. I
feel thit I cannot do bettex than quote from
suthorities who have given the question of smut
every attention, It is necessary that there
should be a note of warning in time, and our
farmers will do well to refraia feam sowing im.
pure and smutty seed. ‘Fhrough the medium
of the exchunge, sawples of various seedweeds,
smut, ete., common to this couatry, taken from
mill cleaners working oo this year’s ciop, were
scnt to Ortawa foridentification. Referring to
smut, Profe:sor Saunders writes the secre-
tary :—

“The smutty grain yoa sent is a very bad example of
the bunt or otiuking sout  Talacan be ot rid of to a
very large exsent by teeatiag thes geun b fore sowing.
From cxpsrim-nts carried on at Indian Had ths year,
wo are ab ¢ to submit the following rcsults : ¥ hen very
smutty graln was sown sbiutonadia f the crop wassmut-
ted The same Zra n treited fa the proportion of a ponud
of btaestone ais:olved 3 water and sprinited on ten
bishels of wheat the proportion of smutty grain dud not
exceed 5 per cent  Whaea one po ind of blugstone was

used to 5 bushels the geatn was alinost entirely f2ce from
smnt."”

Mauny instances havo occurred thiuyear where
the grain marketed was s> smutted us to be no-
:mla.%lo. unless at a very heavy depreciation,
and whea it is so easy to preventthe occurrence
of such cases, it is to be regretted thas fariners
should neglect to tuke tho necessary precau-
tions. Authorities azree that if the treatment
of seed grain could be made general over the
provinco for say three or four yesrs, this dis-
easc might be almost eradiated.  Among the
vari~1g weeds commou in this couatry wild
buckwheat is one of the most proliic.  Being
an annual weed, we are 2ssured this can be got
rid of by summer fallowing and clean cultiva-
tion. Professor Saunders writes .

“The sced of this plint bezias to tipen a consideravie
time before tho wheat {s ready to cut, aud a largo part
of the ripe sced will fall to the geound before the har.
vesting, s that only a part of it Is separated and got rid
of by tha subeaguent cleaning of tho grain, It farmers
wo td taky treuble to summer fallow, they could get rid
of this secd.” .

Probably the most daugerous weed is the
giant rag weed, bettec kuown to farmers as hen
weed. It is a large coarse plaat, and matures
a great deal of secd, and is troublesome and ex-
haustive when growiug amongst cerer] crops.
Professor Fletcher, of the Central Experi-
me]ntal farm, Ottawa, referring to the weed,
writes :

"Iy the Southorn States it s been atlowed totngrease
to such an extent that It has. ntirely taken possession of
several tlolda a.d in Jolv and Aug.st hac'mracx«rlstlo
feature of thys fand capo. It frequently teows ten to
twelve fece in height in favorabie focahitive

Professor Fietchor further adds that he has
soen it 8 fert in heyght along the banks of
the Red rivor, In iny exporivnce in the milliag
business we bave found t necessary te refuse
wheat cantaining this seed. uo mattor how in.
vitiug was the quulicy of tho whuat ia ttselt ;
the seed being practically of the same size aud
woight as a kernal of wheat, renders its separ.
ation in cleanind imposable. Bulog an aunual
plaue, clean cultivation and peraistent atwativn
for o faw yeurs will cectanly eradicate it,
which fuct should recewe at once the consider-
ativn unud cause activn on the part of those far-
mers on lands more immedia.ely tributary to
the Rud river.

The other samples of weeds submitted com-
prised lambY's quarters, pepper geass, hewp,
uottle, stinking weed, (hutter known as French
weed), wild sunflower. Canuda thistle, Manito.
ba thistle, and black mustard. The subjact of
eradicating weeds in  Manitoba and the North-
west is & very itnportant one, and spociul atton-
tion should be directed to the necessity of
farmors being more particular in followiog
methods of cloaner cultivation,  Xawm sure the
nsefu-lness of the exchange cin be materially
increased by csrcfal astencion aad consideration
of such snhjects as these. Being an active body
and its mewbers coming ie convacs with all the
conditions of trado iu the successful hwdiing
and selling of geain, L see no reasvn why the
kunowledye resulting from our experieuce should
not bo disseminated amony our farmers for
mutual benefit It is pleasing to notice that
the farmers of Mivitoba are turaing their at-
tantion more each year to mixed farming.

T understaud this year’s shipmene of  cattle
from Muanitoba exceeded those from the cale.
brated ranges of Albacta, by ahout 30 per coat.
As our exchange has a genrral produce brauch,
apart from that of graia, we will, us members,
aladly bail the day, when as u result of mived
farmiog, pork, lard, etc., will be markaced
throughout Minitoba in sutfi:ieat quantitizs to
anabls trading in these products to take place
on our call board floor.

LAND UNDER COLTIVATION.

By the Provincial Government crop returns
we flud the iocrease in the quantity of land
under cultivation this past season w0 bo Inrgely
in excess of that of any previous year.

The acreage of wheat, in the Proviace of
Mainitoba, the past year, is stated to have been
910,664 acre+, ytolding 23,191,009 bushel ; sn
average of 25 3 hushels per acie. Qats covered
305 644 acres with an average yicld of 483
bushels per acre; and barley 89,328 acres, with
an averaye yield of 356 bushels per acre
Dyubtless these figures will be fouod to be
rather under thaa in oxcess of the actual ce-
sults, as there is a large amouat of threshing to
be dene yet, and individual yields of 40 to 60
bushols per acreare not byany means.an uncom.
mon thiug this p1st season, as all of you are
personnliy aware. It must also be noticed that
fn the complication of the govermuent reports
oa yield+« ouly about one-third of the correzpon-
dents scat in their veturns. The remaider calls
to our atteution the necessity of urging upon
tho Provincial Depar'meut of Ayriculture the
adoptivn of more perfect methods of scquiriog
information.  Qure is au agricultural country,
almost entirely at preseut, at any vate,the main
fundamental basis of our whole commercial
structure is the produc.don and hundling of
grain, aund it is most important, in the interest
of the general trade of the country, not only
here but throughout the whole of Canada, that
tha most complete and relirblo information be
obtained each scason and at more frequent
intervals of time. While we sppreciate the
action of the Manitoba Deprrtment of Ayricul-
ture in the past, in providing us with informa.
tion, the collection and distribution of a2 more
extended system of reliable reports in this
respect, will soon make tho statistical branch
of the departmont one of the most important



