,;; A

PA

I sk

THE STANDARE' ST. jOHN, N. ks FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1921

UT THE MARITIM

P

FARMER M.LA'S REVOLT AT
ATTEMPT OF CONVENTION TO
(. CONTROL ACTION IN HOUSE

A. C. Fawcett Says Farmer S tand Would Make Members
Look Like Pikers—Geou W. Warnock Declares He In-
tendahoDoRiﬁ:tThing to All, While ‘Rennie Tracey,
Declares He is Representative of All the Classes in His
Constituency—Farmers to” Place a Candidate in York-
Sunbury Fight.

-

Fredericton Feb.

hours of the United Farmers Sonven-/

tionl were mot without a'few sensa-

tions,

happened In rapid succes-
sion and knovked the props from. un-
der those who thought the? had a
throttling grip upon M.L.A.’s who
bad been elected upon the United
Farmers ticket daring the last pro-
vincial election.

"’ There were too miany resolutions.
These resolutions, for the most part,
set forth certain requests, even de-
mands that the delegates were en-
deavoring to tie mp their members
of the legislature to carry out,

M, L. A's Revolt

They were coming fast and furious-
ly. The M.L.A.'s stood the gaff as
long as they could and them they re-
volted Mr. Fawcett of Westmoriand,

by resolution, the convention wanted
their representative to go before the
legislature and ask that the indemni-
ties be reduced to the schedule exist-
ing prior to 1920, he thought that was
too much. To take a stand, ong that
would be laughed at, would make his
little growp Jlook iike pikers, Ie
thought,

Mr. Warnock Opposes.

Mr. George W Warnock, of Vie
toria, is d very quiet man. He open
ed his mouth today for the first time
during the econvention. When he
spoke he said a mouthful He gave
the convention to understand that they
were travelling too fast with their
resolutions. He told them to keep on

utions with their class
r?vﬁmm. He inténded|
thought right and prop-

er,
hoped he would

ably. F
To Act for AlL

Mr. Remnie Tracey, of Carleton, ad-
ded his word of objection to e
course being pursued by the conven-
tion. He elected, he declared, by
the people, and he hoped to act in
the interests of all the pecple of New
PBrunswick. He thought he was broad
minded enough to act wisely and for
the best imterests of all. He would
like he said, to have the confidence
of the United Farmers, and hoped
they would trust him to use his own
judgment on all guestions that would
act for the good of all

Farmer In York-Sunbury.

There was & political atmosphere
about thé comvent:on hall today.
There were many oonferences among
York and Sunbury delegates over the

éss of resolutions, and he
always vote honor

advisabflity of placing a candidate in|

the field to contest the constitueacy
here in the forthcoming by-election to

i

é?ggs

+

est pecaliar to pioneer Mfe, which re
sulted in a free social life without
definite - distinction Jbetween profes-
sional, bueiness, or industrial classes,
The d figure repr d Can-
ads todsy with distinct classes, begin-
ning with the captaine of ind y at

il

to the recall. it set forth|

ReMEMBER Now

\P THE SLED SHOULD

MasTer RecinaLD

HAD PLEADED SO INSISTENTLY

Yo.BE ALLOWED Yo (WHAT IS VUGARLY

KNoWN AS) “HoOK ON™ THAT EVERYTHING
WAS FINALLY ARRANGED,

1uRN OVER vioT

You ARE
To 00

pgrtaining
jthat a plank should be added to the
platform’ of the party to the effect
that a petition with twenty-five per
cent. of the Uslited Farmers signing it
should be a notice to the member that
he should resign his seat.

1t was pointed out by Mr. Irving
that such & resolution was.of no use
and carried no weight, as it was un-
constitutional, as there was no such
thing as the recall recognizeds

Resolution Sent Back.

The delegates couldn't grasp what
was meant by the resolution, and it
was referred to the local branches for
further -consideration and thought,

Through  a resolution adopted the
convention went on record as declar-
ing the United Farmers an industrial

&
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classes will not only make class dom-
ination. impossible, but will lead to

the highest national unity known to
man.”

Officers Elected.

The following are the ~officers
chosen by the U. F. of New Bruns-
fwick for the present year:

President, Thos. W. Caldwell, M.
P.; 1st vice-presideat, J. F. Reilly,
Melrose, N.B.; 2nd vice-president,
‘John Inch, North Keswick,

Organizing Directors,

Kings—H. H. Magee.

Queens—Talmage McLean,

Sunbury—W. P. Hargrove.

York—Alex. Brewer.

Carjeton—QGordon : Sharpe, Wood-
stock.

Réstigouche—J. C. Cook.

Mdawaska—S, n.

Albert~H. H, Tingley, Albert.

Resol Considered,

the top, samll business people just
below them. the professional

next, with farmers and dabor at the
bottom, of the ladder. The third

The resolution for changing the date
of the convention from the winter to
the summer time, The resolution was

figure represented the temdency
tomorrow) of these classes becoming
80 stratifled that it would be
sible for—say a working man to fight
his way from penury to the position
of the captains.of industry.

The speaker showed that this form
of soclety was a mnatural outcome of
the Mndustrial process of evolution,

fill the seat made vacant by the death|which demanded even a higher degree

of OplL Moleod. They have decided
to d6 so. Mr. R. W. E. Burnaby,
before leaving to taKe the aflernoon
train for the west, left:a political note
behind him hhen he told them to go
to it, and not to forget principles of
their platform and the people would be
with them  Presldent Caldwell and
Secretary , who have done most
of the talking during the session,
worked hard to mske today's work
distinetly political, but only pasrtially
succeaded In their efforts.

The Organizer’s Address,

The big feature of the day was an
address by Chiet Organizer Willlam
H. Irving. Mr. Irving has shown him-
eolt to be a man of sensible ideas and
when he has given advice it was worth
consideration, He s an- eloquent

speaker, profound thinker and gave |0

a logical address on the subject
Forward"” Idealistic in a

of speclalization, and that the so
called class organization of our time
was necessary and would uMimately
lead to cooperation amdng all organ
ized clagses for the common good.

Some of the Neglects,

Me. Irvine then proceeded to show
fisat  ouwr polftical system neglected
these stages of indusetrial life. | The
party government with a paid opposr
tion (which the speaker ridiculed) cor

ded to the ! form of so
clety; the second wam the groups
which are found n all parliaments to-
day reflecting the stratiied class or
ganizotion of the time which was in.
ftiated by the manufacturers and cap
tains of industry, and because of this
made necessary by all other classes;
while the third figure represented a
ive gov which, ae
cordiing to the speaker, would be pos

speaiter then dealt with propor-

tlomal representation. He showed how
thils system of woting presupposed the
existing industrial groups, and was
coming bectuse it was the enly means
_which these groups conld find ex-

n. He exbluined the system,
showing how it would load to a truly
representafive govermment, and how
would make the oolitical tricks of
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intreduced with the idea of securing
a greater attend at the mtion
and bringing more women to the de
liberations, did not meet with unani-
mous approval of the delegates.

The secretary, Gordon Sharpe, seem-
ed to be the only one in favor of theg
resolution. The resolution was lost.

Resolution calling for higher edu-
cation in country districts so that
tarmers children can have educational
advantages without sending them to
the city for high school privileges;
was one of the most important of the
day.

Some Objections,

Bome objections raised to this move
was based on the question of expense.
It the burden of the expense could
be placed on the lumber interests of
the provimce and the crown lands
prove the source of revenue, then all
would be well and the proposition ac-
ceptable, There was incorporated in
the resolution a section dealing with
the school assessment, A  more
equalization of taxes for school pur-
poses was urged, Some of the poorer
districts were mnable to secure prop-
er educational advantages because
they cannot carry the load, A pool-
ing of the school tax in each county
was suggested as the most feasible
solaution of the difficulty,

A, G, Fawcett made an eloguent ap-
peal for the rural districts. He be-
lieved the time had come to give the
back distriets what they are entitled
to, " T ueation of the youth was
an urgent call being heard today, It
must be carried to them and he was
to see that it was done. The govern-
ment ‘had played into Hydro-Hiectro
stuff at great expemse to the people,
but that which is far more essential,
providing for higher education in the
country districts was given no con-
sideration,

Time to Wake Up,

it was time to wake up he said,
demand and secure for thg farmers®
children those educatiomal advantages
to which they are jastly eatitled.
Give them modern school advantages
and there will be no depletion of the
country communities by the yeung
people leaving home for the eity,
The resolution was referred back to
the local braneh for further consid-
eration.

Resoiution was adopted endorsing
the election of A.C.Fawcettas lead-

er of the Farmers Party in the local

on account of the heavy expemse.

of the people.

Crerar as Federal leader of Farmers'
Party. ’

Resolution that me Increase in ses-
sional indemnity to Jocul or federal
members should become effective un-
til confirmed by amj@sscmbly elected
by the people, and“$hat all members
elected be instr #to ' reduce in-
demnities.

President Caldwell, 'M.P., said the
increase in indemnity at Ottawa was
discussed by his little party He said
he opposed it and argued against it,
as he was of the opinion the members
had mo right to vote am increase in
the middle of the session, The mem-
bers went to Ottawa, he said, know-
ing full well what their indemnity
was to be. Hé said while he was
away from Ottawa the Vote on the
increase was taken and cajried, He
was not there to stop it.

Against Indemnity Raise.

Mr., Fawcett said he didan’t approve
of the raise in mcemnlty either at
Ottawa or Fredericton. It was the
duty of members to keep dowan the
cost of administration and he asserted
that would be his policy as a solon,

Gordon Sharpe thought increase
was justifieable and it could not be
expected that good men would go to
Oftawa as representatives of the peo-
ple unless they were assured of a
fair living indemnity.

Mr. A. B, Trites was of the opin-
fon that the sessional lndulylty as
it existed prior to 1920, He”thought
$2,500 was sufficient for the members
for the amount of business they do.
Let the members hustle through their
business in a businesslike way and
the old indemnity will be a fair and
equitable remuneration for thelr serv-
{ces. He was opposed to giving the
members what they have voted them-
gelves, and the members should so
understand. Prices are falling, he
safd, and there is no occasion for the
advance.

Jud -on Corey argued for the increase
and thought the members at Ottawa
were entitled to the increase from
$2,600 to $4,000.

The convention went on record as
being oppozed to instructing its mem-
bers to work for reduction of indem-
nities,

Mr. A. B. Tnites brought up the
question ~of expenses of delegates.
The head office now pays Jllroad ex-
pences of delegates, and he thought
each delegate should be allowed a
certain per diem rate for hotel ex-
penses. It was very hard, he said, for
some delegates to attend comventions
In
idea he gave
to change the

accordance with this
notice of resolution

constitution to meeth this situation,

New Brunswick Railway,
Resolution dealing with deveiop-
ment of new lands in the province,
aiming at the lands of the New Brunms-
wick Rallway Co., was introduced

calling upon the government to emact

some legislation for the purpose of
securing those lands for the benefit
Mr. Perry described this block of
land, one upon which the Frazers
had an option, of being just the sort
the people wanted for settlement pur
. There are over a million acres

the parcel which, at ome time,
could have beem purchased at ome

dollar per acre. The land today cam
not be secured for less than $13,000,

000, He thought the  govermment
should make some move to secure
the land and have it opened up so the

young-men may have an opportunity
of securing a farm and remaln in
their own country, and not migrate!

to the States. The
adopted.

Resolved that since the N. B.
Telephone Co. enjoys a practical mo-
nopoly of the telephone business, this
company should be obliged to extend
their services to any section of the
province whenever signed applications
from two persons for every ome mile
along the line of the proposed exten-
sion may be received, and that all
telephone charges for the the same
kind of service shall be uniform in
all portions of the province, irrespec-
tive of distance from central offices,
so that subscribers in isolated dis-
tricts will not pay more than those
enjoying better social conditions,
Adopted without discussion,

There was a resolution introduced

resolution was

group, having a particular

representatives

part to
play for its own interests; that it
should remain as such, unite with
such groups as would assist in secur-
ing its ends, and that its legislative
'be instructed that
there h permanent alliance
with eith the old parties, the na-
ture of the issue to determine tne
way the farmer member shall vote.

Resolution introduced insisting that
farmer members elected to the legis-
lature be permitted to carry on the
business of the people who elected
them, and not be compelled to bow
under the yoke of the patronage
system.

Mr. Fawcett, M.L.A., elect, was
afraid the resolution might make the
little group of farmers look like pikers.
He was afraid several of the resolu-
tions would have' that tendency.

Wonock of Victoria, said the con-
vention could pass all the resolutions
it wanted to but he would vote on
questions as he saw best, and hoped
it would also be an honorable vote..

Tracey, of Carleton, says he was
elected largely as an independent
and didn’t want to be tied own by
any resolutions. He thomght he was
broad minded enough to act for the
best interests of the people of New
Brunswick, and he wished the con:

be

vention would place that confidence

in him. The resolution, he thought,
might be binding and such should not

be. The- resolution carried.

Secretary Reconsiders Case
There were but few delegates pres-
ent tonight for the close of the con-
vention. The time was spent largely
in a discussion of fertilizer problems
and fn congratulating one another on
the results of the three days’ work
Gordon Sharpe, who early in the ses-
sion absolutely refused to pe consid-
ered as a candidate for re-lection to
the office of secretary, re-considered
his decision, for the good of the cause,

and is again secretary for 1921,
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PUBLIC WORKS

STAFF REDUCED

FORTY PER CENT.

Hon. Mr. McCurdy Annoutic
ces Drastic Slash in Staff
of Department.

MANY ENGINEERS TO
BE RELEASED SOON

Those Who Are Let Out Will
Come Under the Provisions
of Retirement Act.

Halifax, N. S., Feb. 3—A forty per
cent reduction in the staft of the
engineering branch of the Department
of Public Works in the interests of
aational y was d to
night by Hon. F. B. mcCurdy, Minister
of the Department, who is here from
Ottawa, on a brief visit. The ‘minister
interviewed by newspapermen as to
reports that the staff of hig depart-
ment was being reduced said that
there had been a substantial reorgank
zation of the engineering branch.

“Some months ago,” thy - minister
explained “the chief engineer under~
took to make a careful review of the
uranch and has reported that the num-
ber of distriet engineering offices in
Canada can in the circumstances well
be reduced to sixteen with added ef-

fiency and economy. Hig report is be-.

ing put into effect.”

Asked if there would not be some
disappointment on the part of local
districts over the withdrawal of local
engineering officials, the minister
said he presumed this would be the
case but that, inasmuch as a large

saving would be effected by the res

organization and as national economy
was a national duty at present, he
had no doubt whatever that the larger
public interests should prevail.

Expects General Approval

“When the situation is understood,”
he added, “there will be general ap-
proval and co-operation. Besides, from
the point of view of the ‘engineers
themselves, the consolidstion -makes
for general improvement and simpli-
fies the matter of direction.”

The fact that the engineering
branch would be able to operate with
forty per cemt fewer members is com-
sidered by the minister as a saving
well worth while. Hon. Mr. McCurdy
said that the officials whose services
would be no longer required would
come pnder the provisions and bene-
fits of the Retirement Act of 1920.
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10 for 15 cts.
25 for 35 cts.
Round tins of 50 for 70 cts.




