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OK wmss OCCUPIED ENTIRE MY AT 
FIRST SESSION OF POTATO ENQURY

Arc Industry Shoes
For Industrious Women

’ f

your
shirts

One woman industi ial worker to every two men. 
This is the percentage that now maintains in En glane1 
and it is the percentage that must maintain in Canada if 
the war is to be brought to a successful and speedy con 
elusion.

potatoes. All that were not merchan­
table were thrown back on the agent e 
hands; these Included small potatoes 
or those that had become cut or 
bruised.
Smith it Co., Ltd., had been authoriz­
ed by witness to sell the potatoes for 
the government. By the time the 
potatoes shipped they had some­
what depreciated In condition, had be­
come darii and were In some cases 
affected with dry rot. Too much arti­
ficial heat was the cause of the pota 
toes turning dark.

Made Inspection Trip.

laundered 
at home?

Evidence Produced Developed That All Potatoes 
Purchased Were Slipped To Cuba, But Were 
in Bad Condition When They Arrived and 

Dealers Refused To Accept Them.

• 1
Mr. Clement, end A. C.

Propet styles of footwear for women workers arc- 
just as essential as for men workers.

We have a big variety of proper styles, with low 
heels, in Black and Brown, which we would recommen 
to women workers at prices ranging from $3.85 to 
$12.50.

TF so, you anould wear W. G. & F 
-*• shirts—the only shirts with Doul 
Wear Cuffs.

These new cuffs make it possible 
to wear the shirt twice as long. 
Every man knows that the cuffs of 
a shirt get soiled first. And when 
one side of the Double Wear Cuff 
gets soiled you don’t have to put the 
shirt in the laundry. Just turn the 
cuffs, which fold easily and neatly 
either way, and wear the shirt a day 
or two longer.

Ask to see the new shirts with

In the municipal council chamber at 
eleven o’clock yesterday morning 
Commissioner James McQueen. K. C., 
of Shedlâo, opened the Investigation 
Into the potato shipments to Cuba 
made by the Department of Agricul­
ture in 1911. Peter J. Hughes of Fred­
ericton represented the Foster gov­
ernment, while Hon. Peter J. Venlot, 

ter of the administration, was 
present In an advisory capacity and 
frequently prompted Mr. Hughes ae to 
the Interrogation of witnesses. Wheth­
er Mr. Venlot Is désirons of clearing 
up the transaction, In the interest of 
the people of the province, or is more 
concerned regarding possible political 
capital to be secured Is as yet a secret, 
but it was significant that during all 
Of yesterday’s session he appeared 
deeply Interested In a synoptic report 
of the legislative debates in which he 
evidently found inspiration for ques­
tions to be handed on to the counsel 
appearing for the go 

F. R. Taylor, K.
Hoh. James A. Murray. Minister of 
Agriculture at the time of the potato 
shipments, and the only witness yes­
terday was Rev. J. B. Daggett, who 
was secretary of the Agricultural De 
partment. Mr. Taylor asked for an 
adjournment until Ho 
could be present, holding that he was 
Interested, particularly wh 
uty was on the stand. Mr. Taylor ex­
plained that Mr. Murray was acting as 
chairman for Kings county for the Vic­
tory Loan campaign and his duty to 
the country demanded his presence 
there, while his duty to himself de­
manded that he should be present at 
the Investigation. He. therefore, ask 
ed that the session should be post­
poned until after the conclusion of 
the Victory Loan campaign 

The commissioner refused to grant 
the request and the session op 

The net result of the day’s 
mony was to show that all the pota 
toes purchased in the province had 
been shipped to Cuba and that while 
In good condition here they were bad 
when reaching 
that because of 
fused to accept them and the province 
made a loss on the transaction.

Morning Session.

bagging, marketing and handling at 
the ship’s side. The agreement was 
In writing, and A. C. Smith A Co. 
were to receive 90 cents per package 
—whether barrel or bag.

Mr. .Daggett remember « d that A.C. 
Smith it Co. sent a charge of 40 
cents per package *or handling the 
surplus potatoes. Potatoes of B. C. 
Mclsaac and H, C. Duncan were also 
rejected as in the case of R.F. Smith 
potatoes. Those rejected were sold 
by A. C. Smith for the shippers. The 
only potatoes paid tor by the depart­
ment were those passed by Mr. Sllpp, 
Several carloads were paid for be­
fore they were sorted and there was 
afterwards si rebate of several thous­
and dollars charged up to B.F. Smith.

To Mr. Hughes witness said the 
highest price for potatoes In that 
year was $1.00 per barrel, and that 
towards spring of 1916, ’you 
scarcely give potatoes away.”

When “Spuds” Were Cneap.

Witness saw the potatoes before 
they were shipped to the West Indian 
points. He also made a trip to Cuba 
with J. C. Manser, to se what market 
conditions were there and to look after 
the New Brunswick potato interests 
generally. This would be $ January 
or February He was In Cuba for 
seven or eight days, and had no record 
as to the exact time of his return. 
As the result of his visit some pota­
toes were sold, hut he made no sales 
directly, as he could not talk Spanish 
and was thus handicapped. The sales 
were made by Mr. Manzer 
not know whether they were sold 
direct or on consignment to Mr. 
Manzer as the agent of the province. 
Prices were low in Cuba but he was 
unable to recall the exact quotations 
Mr. Clements sold potatoes after wit­
ness returned from Cuba. He did not 
think A. C. Smith & Co. sold any. 
No potatoes were sold before he went 
to Cuba and none arrived In Cuba 
while he was there.

Three specially attractive priced shoes are :
Kid Laced Boot, medium wide toe, low rubber heel, 

light weight........................................... ............
Kid Lacc Boot, a little narrower toe, heavier sole, m. 

tary le,__er heel .. .

$3.8r

. . . . $4.85
A light Calfskin Lace Boot, medium wide toe, low 

leather heel $4.65
“The Home of . -able Footwear."He did

61 King St. 212 _ .lion St. C.. Main St
vernment.
C.. appeared for

DOUBLE WEAR CUFFS
Potsntsd 1913

Mr. Daggett remembered a price oi 
more than a dollar received lu 1914 
In the open market by Carleton Co. 
farmers.

Mr. Daggett said slightly over 40, 
0C0 barrels or nllghtlf more than 100, 

fOOO bushels, were shipped on the S.S. 
Sellas la. Mr. Daggett went across 
with the potatoes. He handed the 
shipment over to the British Board 
of Trade and personally looked after 
the unloading and distributing.

Mr. Hughes—"You gave a letter to 
the Florenceville Bank."

Witness.—"Yes.”
Mr. Hughes —“What instructions 

did you give the bank ’”
Witness—"That we were buying po­

tatoes from B. F„ Smith, and that the 
government would accept drafts with 
bills of lading attached The letter, 
witness said, was on file In the de­
partment.”

Mr. Hughes—“How many bushels 
of potatoes did Mr. Smith purchase?”

Witness "More than l .0.000 bush­
els. In addition to the potatoes ship­
ped to England, 160,000 barrels of po­
tatoes were forwarded to Belgium

Mr. Hughes again referred to the 
letter to the Florenceville bank which 
witness said was on file in the depart­
ment of agriculture.

Mr. Hughes asked witness of the 
latter, In view of certain statements 
made on the floors of the House by 
Hon. Mr. Murray, Still held that the 
letter was on file.

Witness replied it was on file.
Mr. Taylor again asked for post­

ponement of the hearing until Mr. 
Murray could attend.

The chairman replied that he had 
already given his ruling.

One Bad Shpment.

On hs return he saw some potatoes 
in St. John as they were being ship 
ped. One consignment was shipped 
on the schooner Irma Bentley. On 
that vessel witness saw good, sound 
stock being packed, except that it 
da rlt

"the cuff that doubles the life of the shirt ’ n. J. A. Murray

236 en his dep-

On one occasion he had been 
called to the Bentley because of po 
tatoes that had been poorly packed. 
Mr. Elkin called hie attention to It, and 
he saw several barrels which had 
broken open through falling on the 
deck. In these tho potatoes were rot 
ten. He asked Mr. Clements for an 
explanation and that gentleman told 
him they had been shipped by mis­
take. barrelled from a pile of culls 
There were but a few In that lot that 
were so shipped. Mr. Clements as 
sured him that while 
were dark they were sound, and lie 
was sure they would go through all 
right. Alll potatoes wore shipped in 
the name of A. C. Smith & Co. for 
the Department of Agriculture. Man­
ifests of the cargoes were 
the Auditor-General. Mr 
and A. C. Smith ft Co. acted for the 
government in making the shipments

Tresh^ant 
FrA° Flavorful

test!
the potatoes

their destination and 
this the consignees re

fyled with 
ClementeI

Mr. Daggett Called.
When the session opened yesterday 

morning. Rev. J. B, Daggett was the 
first witness called. He said he was 
formerly associated with the firm of 
B. F. Smith Ltd., and prior to that 
was Secretary of Agriculture for the 
Province under the Flemming, Clarke 
and Murray governments.

Mr. Hughes presented a certified 
copy of the Order in Council, auth­
orizing the gift of "patriotic potatoes” 
and witness said it was authorized in 
1914. By virtue of the order $75,000 
was appropriated to pay for the pur­
chase and shipment of 100,000 bush­
els of potatoes to the Imperial Gov­
ernment. In carrying out the direc­
tions of this order potatoes were pur­
chased from a number of dealers, and 
witness named B. F. Smith. B. C. Mc­
lsaac, White & Co., of Sussex, and 
Rideout of Hârtland. He could not 
recall the others, but identified the 
names from the Auditor General’s re­
port for that year furnished by Mr. 
Hughes.

Of the total amount 31.865 barrels 
were purchased -from B. F. Smith by 
a verbal agreement later confirmed in 
writing by which Mr. Smith was to 
purchase from farmers at $1.00 per 
barrel and to receive ten cents per 
barrel as commission for loading, etc. 
Mr. Smith was to draw on the De­
partment of Agriculture when the po 
tatoes were purchased and the drafts 
were to be paid after the lèirchases 
had been Inspected

Department Made a Loss.

The only statement witness receiv­
ed as secretary of the department of 
agriculture was a statement of the 
cargoes which went on the vessels. 
As far as the department was con 
cemed it got no money out of the 
shipments. All returns ever made 
were made to A. C. Smith ft Co., and 
some small remittances sent to tho 
department from Cuba were turned 
over to A. C. Smith ft Co. to form a 
part of their final account. A. C. 
Smith ft Co. were to pay all the bills 
and costs, collect all the remittances 
and then submit a final statement to 
the government. The government j 
had received a detailed statement a.-» 
to costs, freights, commissions, etc 
and witness thought the statement 
produced in court by Mr. Hughes was 
that statement.

Thes tatement was then put in evi

A

► You’ll Like the Flavor
Electric Grills for Light 

Housekeeplng
Come In and Let Ue Show You

For Belgian Relief.

Mr. Hughes then read the order 
passed October 27. 1914, authorizing 
the forwardingi of 160,C$)0 barrels of 
potatoes for Belgian relief.

Witness could nut recall how many 
barrels of potatoes were left after the 
Belgian shipment. A record was kept 
In the department by H.H. Morton of 
Sussex. The book was s petty ledger.

To Mr. Hughes witness said a large 
shipment of potatoes could not he 
made early without over-buying. A 
total of 14.63* barrels was forwarded 
to Belgium and 54.(104) barrels were 
shipped altogether There were 15.000 
or 16,004) barrels left over.

Mr. Hughes- "Do you think It im 
possible to ship 60,000 barrels over 
seas without having a surplus of 15,- 
000 or 16,000 barrels?"

Mr. Daggett—"We may have order 
ed too much stuff

Mr. Hughes—"In addition to the 
surplus of 15,000 or 16,0(10 barrels 
there were culls.”

Witness—"Yes. ordinary merchant­
able potatoes were not rejected."

HIRAM WEBB & SON, Electrical Contractors 
91 Germain Street, St. John, N. B. ’Phones M- 1696-11

M. 2679-11

Viy
i Both Shipments Spoiled.

5 Continuing, witness said two vessels 
had been sent to Cuba with potatoes 
but he was unable to recall much 
about the second shipment. Both 
shipments went bad and the trans 
action was a loss. He believed the 
returns of the shipments made by Mr 
Clements wero correct.

These returns were then put in evi 
dence.

In all 0,509 barrels and 3.283 sacks 
were shipped. Witness could no*, tell 
the quantity of potatoes In the aarks 

the shipmi 
the M

nfmJffEv

fhe Union Foundry and Machine Works, Ltd.
Engineers and Machinists 

IRON AND BRASS CASTINGS
Perfect for the Pipe
delicious, handy, economical, keeping its rich 
moisture and fragrance unimpaired for any 
length of time, and burning slowly but freely 
these are the qualities which you will find in

West St. John. ’Phone West 15
G. H. WARING, Manager.ents by the Irma Bent 

ilneola had been report-
All
ley and
ed to him by A. C. Smith ft 
not realizing sufficient to pay the ex 
penses. One of these vessels wa 
partly loaded by W. W. Boyce, who 
paid part of the freight. He thought 
it was the Mineola. The government 
did not have enough potatoes to fill 

do | the second vessel and were glad to 
take Mr. Boyce s shipment 
government, of course, paid no com 
missions on the Boyce potatoes 

The court then adjourned to permit 
the commissioner to attend the un­
veiling of the tablet to the memory 
of Elias Hardy in the supreme court

Did Not Pay For Rejected Potatoes.

20 ESTABLISHED 1670Raster, Leslie Slipp inspector, with 
Potatoeëpower to reject potatoes, 

were rejected and were sold by A.C. 
Smith ft Co. The government did not 
accept or pay for rejected potatoes. 
They were charged to the account of 
B. F. Smith and were sold by A. C. 
Smith for B. F. Smith.

GILBERT G. MURDOCHcento The Surplus Potatoes. A. M. Can. Boc C K

Civil Engineer and Crown Land Surveyor
Surveys, Plane, Estimates, Superintendence, Blue Prints, Black Line 
Prints. Maps of St John and Surroundings. 74 Carmarthen 8t.. 8t. John

Mr. Hughes What did you 
with the surplus potatoes?”

Mr. Daggett "We sorted them. We 
sold a certain amount. A. C. Smith ft 
Co. and Frank Clements were author 
ized to sell. Witness sold some him­
self to a house in Cuba. Witness did 
not think A. C. Smith ft Co. sold any 

Mr. Hughes Hid A. C. Smith ft 
Co. buy any?”

Mr. Daggett—*-No."
Mr. Hughes Were the surplus po 

tatoes of good quality?”
Witness—"They were ordinary mer­

chantable potatoes Thirty per cent 
of the purchase was of the sort we
did not want to ship over. to Cuba, hut thought they were all

Mr. Hughes "How much was B.F. prncticallly a total loss.
Smith told to ship in?” Mr. Hughes submitted a final ataie-

The Perfect Plug Smoking Tobacco
Slice a pipeful, fresh from the plug, just when 
you want it, fill your pipe not too t-ght, light up 
and you will enjoy a smoke of real satisfaction. 
Try it.

The

Witness said there were some pota­
toes over which there was discussion. 
Seven cars were rejected hy Mr.Sllpp. 
The cars were from B. F. Smith, East 
Florenceville.

Witness later said the 7 cars were 
not absolutely rejected hy Mr. Slipp. 
but were afterwards re-examined and 
some were accepted and paid for. A. 
C. Smith ft Co., St. John, were to re 
reive the potatoes and look after fhe

The Reck City T.ks«4 Ce., Limited, Qeeket, Qse.
No Irregularity.

Resuming witness paid he did not 
think it irregular 
to take the Boyce potatoes 
with the other shipment 
know whether returns had been re­
ceived for any of the shipments sent

for the government 

He did not -7

Painless Extraction 
Only 25c.Are

Ydu
Master

MARITIME DENTAL PARLORS Witness—"Twenty thousand 
rels at first."

Witness then explained that on ac-| himself, by Mr.C 
count of a misunderstanding during 
his absence in Toronto, too many 
potatoes came in. This arose in an 
Instruction to A. C. Smith that should 
the other shippers fall down on their 
quantities. B. F. Smith was to be 
asked to send more. The potatoes 
then came forward rapidly.

Mr. Hughes- Then it was not ne­
cessary to buy so large a surplus.
The reason Was that the surplus was 
due to a misunderstanding.”

Witness.—“That is my interpreta­
tion.”

Inquiry then adjourned to resume 
at 2.30.

bar-; ment from A. C. Smth & Go., and the 
witness said it had been prepared by 

laments add
Smith, and submitted to the Auditor- 
General.

Mr. Hughes—"When was that made

Mr.
Boston Dental Parlors.

Head Office 
627 Main Stree*

’Phone 683 

DR. J. D. MAHER, Proprietor. 
Open 9 a. m. Until 9 p. m.

CASTINGSEnjoy life while it lasts. If you must wear a plate, do not be con­
tent with one that is a continual source of annoyance to you. but 
come to us and your mouth will experience all the comforts of child 
hood and your face will have the charm of youth.

Branch Office 
35 Charlotte St. 

’Phone 38
!up ?"

Mr. Daggett—"It ought to be dated, 
if it is not dated 1 would not attempt 
to swear when it was made up."

Mr Taylor asked as to pencil nota­
tions on the statement and witness 
said they were not made by hm. He 
would not swear that the document 
produced was the identical one he 
had made up. but tt was similar to 1L 
There was nothing on that particular 
document to indicate that he had ever 
seen it before. The statement had 
been made up on the basis of returns 
and other documents in the possession 
of the department and showed the 
names of the

1PEERLESS VULCO DENTURE XVe are in a favorable poai on 
) for prompt deliverie 

ings in

or doe, your business mas­
ter you) Does it insist on 
following you home and to 
bed and worrying you day 
and night until you are on 
the verge of nervous col-

s on cast-FULL SET cro IRON
OR

X lapse) Semi-Steel
Up to 30,000 lbs. in weight.

Potatoes Depreciated.

At the afternoon session Mr. Dag­
gett resumed the stand and in reply 
to Mr. Hughes' questions said about 
ten per cent, of the surplus potatoes 
wore shipped in as the result of a mis­
understanding. Perhaps, from seven 
to ten cars were secured In that way. 
and at the time there was no local 
market In which they could be sold. 
It was for the inspector to say wheth 
er pa$t of the surplus was Inferior

A few weeks' use of Dr. 
Chase s Nerve Food will do j 
wonders for any business 
man or business woman 
whose nervous system has 
failed to stand the strain.
It nourishes the nerves back

PAINLESS EXTRACTION ONLY 25 CENTS 
Guaranteed Crown .:nd Bridge Work $4.00 and $5.00. 

BROKEN PLATES REPAIRED IN 3 HOURS

ESTABLISHED 1894.
OPTICAL SERVICE 

Unexcelled Is What We Offer. 
We grind our own lenses, Insur­

ing you a service that is
PROMPT AND ACCURATE 

Send your next repair to us.
D. BOYANER.

111 Charlotte Street

people to whom the 
potatoes had been sold, the quantity 
sold in each case, and the sum the 
province should receive from the 
transaction.

Fillings oi all kinds. Free consultation. Trained Nurse in at- 
tcxdmce. 1. MATHESON & Co. Ltd.DR. A. J. MCKNIGHT. Proprietor.

38 Charlotte Street.
ST. JOHN, N. B.

Mr. Taylor Objects.

Mr. Taylor objected to the state 
ment being proven 1n that way. sug- 

iContlnued on rage SevemJ _

'PHONE M. 2789-21. 
Hours 9 a. m. to 9 o. m. BOILERMAKERS

New Glasgow, Nova Scotia,to health and vigor.
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TING CO,

Hardware •»>*><« >
pBowe, .2 
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Auto Tiree, and

‘b®* . -utKUû. A
-53 Union Street
St John. N. B.
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ieeda repair why not 
Red Cedar Boards 
Clear etock 8 and 
ide and 6 to 18 ft. 4.

10c. a foot

Christie Wood- 
irking Co., Ltd. ,
16 Erin Street
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Manufacturers
P. O. Box 702t

T '
7

'

r GUNS 
IPLES

eedom of Canada’s silent
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NEW ENGLISH CLOTHS Jiut Received Direct. 
For Fall and Winter Overcoats and Suitings 

EDGECOMBE & CHA1SS0N

GRAVEL ROOFING
also manufacturers of shirt metal work of every

DESCRIPTION.
COPPER AND GALVANIZED IRON WORK FOR BUILDINGS A 

SPECIALTY.
J. E. WILSON, LTD.,

Rhone M. 356. 17-19 Svdney St.

U-i.......

OYSTERS and CLAMS
ARE NOW IN SEASON.

anada Food Board Ibeetle* 
NO 9 770

SMITH’S FISH MARKET
25 Sydney Street. Phone M. 1704

CANES FOR THE SPORTS
Also for the iame nccJ'-g support.

THE ROYAL PHARMACY, 47 King Street.

SOMETHING SPECIAL IN NOTE PAPER

DELECTA
An extra fine grade of Linen Paper at a very reasonable 

price at

BARNES & COMPANY, LTD.
84 Prince Wm. Street,

St. John, N. B.Stationers. Phone 866
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