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MR, PUGSLEY’S DISCREDITABLE TACTICS, k/\

On Thursday, December 15th, 1912, Sir Wilfrid Laur
fer spoke in the House of Commons on the naval question.
During the course of his speech the ex-Premier, referring
to his policy when Leader of the Government, sald it was
the intention to create a Canadian Navy, “We asked for
tenders,” said Sir Wilfrid, “with the intention of having
ultimately a double unit; one on the Pacific Ocean and one
on the Atlantic Ocean; we asked for tenders for four
crulsers and six destroyers, which would cost $11,280,000.
We did not choose to award the contract in view of the
impending change of Government.

* “Some Hon. members: Hear, hear,

“Sir Wilfrid Laurier; Yes; we thought as the general

elections were coming on that it would not be fair, in &
matter of this kind, which was an issue between the two
parties, to award the contract in case there might be, as
there was, a Lhnnge of Government. I say now, that the
Government in power would have been better advised it
they had awarded the contract, and, had they done so, we
would at the present time have under construction on the
stocks in Montreal four cruisers and six destroyers. . .
I have reason to believe that the Minister of the \aval
Service has actually an offer from one of the great British
firms to build the largest possible plant in Montreal if he
chooses to have it.”

These were the words of Sir Wilfrid as reported in
Hansard of December 15, 1912,

In glaring headlines and with a blare of trumpets,
the echoes of which are intended to resound in the fargh-
est depths of New Brunswick’'s densest forest, Mr. Pugs-
ley announced in the Telegraph yesterday that the naval
shipyard in which the new Canadian Navy was to be con-
structed was lost to St. John through the action of Mr.
Hazen in returning the deposit of the lowest tenderer,
Mr, Pugsley has made the assertion that the Canadian
Navy would have been constructed in St. John under the
Laurier Administration. Against this statement we have
that of Sir Wilfrid Laurier that Montreal was the: site
chosen for the construction of Canadian warships. Which
of the two are we to believe? Sir Wilfrid Laurier, the
master of the Administration, or Mr. Pugsley, a member
of the Cabinet, who, so far as this matter was concerned,
spoke absolutely without authority?

The evidence handed out by the Telegraph, to prove
the statement made by Mr. Pugsley is correct, was-the
tender of Messrs. Cammell, Laird and Co., dated Montreal,
April 20th, 1911. In this tender it is set forth that several
sites on the St. Lawrence and the Atlantic coast of Can-
ada had been examined by this firm and that they decided
on St. John as affording the most natural and advantage-
ous site for the shipyard. When the tender was made
the firm had not completed arrangements for the site and
this fact was pointed ont to them by the Deputy Minister
of the Naval Service. In a subsequent letter, dated May
9th, 1911, Cammell, Laird and Company notified the
Deputy Minister of the Naval Service that they could
make such arrangements with regard to the acquisition
of such a site for shipbuilding works at St. John as would
be satisfactory to the Department. Messrs, Cammell,
Laird and Company were the lowest tenderer and when
the old Government went out of power the deposit of
$100,000 for security for the performance of the contract
was not returned.

For one reason or another the Laurier Administra-
tion gave but little consideration to the tenders received
for the comstruction of the so-called Canadian Navy.
Tenders were invited, and they seem to have been receiv-
ed about the first of May. Certainly the name of the
lowest tenderer was known as early as the middle of May,
1911, four months before the Laurier Administration ape
pealed to the people and were defeated at the polls. If
Mr. Pugsley had been as anxious to secure the shipbuild-
ing plant for St. John in May, 1911, as he apparently is in
January, 1913, he was in a position as a member of the
Laurier Government to have done so. There was no talk
of a general election in May, 1911, although one was held
four months later and the wonder is that such a loyal and
patriotic citizen of St. John remained silent doing abso-
lutely nothing until his own opportunity passed. Why
did he not act then? When Mr. Hazen came into power
the whole situation concerning the naval gquestion had
been changed. The plan of Sir Wilfrid Laurier had been

condemned by naval ekperts because the ships would be
obsolete before they were launched. Hence it was de-
df.ﬂ’g go no futrher with Sir Wilfrid's plan.

Mr. Pugsley should be more above board in

Minister of Pubio Works, save the preparation of a new
set of plans. Five months after Mr, Hazen became a
member of the Borden Government the Courtenay Bay
improvements were taking practical shape. It hardly
lies In the mouth of a man who so completely falled as

. did Mr. Pugsley to make good the pledges to his constitu-

ency, to charge Mr, Hazen with the commission of an act
by which St. John was deprived of a great industry.

Mr. Pugsley will have to greatly strengthen his case
and produce much better evidence than he has as yet
furnisbed before he can convince the people of this eon-
stituency that even had the Cammell, Laird contract been
accepted, the Canadian Navy would have been bullt in St.
John. In the face of the statement of Sir Wilfrid Laur
ier that Montreal was the site chosen for building the
navy Mr. Pugsiey has a formidable barrier to overcome,
and it is noteworthy that his organ, the Telegraph, makes
no reference to the plain statement of the Leader of the
Opposition, The ing of the C: i1, Laird i
to the new Government has the appearance of a mere
political trick intended to serve just such a purpose as
Mr. Pugsley and his organ are now endeavoring to make
it serve.

“\_——_ BRITISH POLITICS.

The politica] situation in Great Britain continues to
present new features of interest. The Asquith Govern-
ment have, a.ppnenjtly, abandoned their pledge to pass
the Franchise Bill in deference, it is said, to the Speaker's
ruling that the form and substance of the measure would
be so materially altered, if the amendment granting the
vote to women were adopted, and that it ought to be pre-
sented in the shape of a new bill, By this decision one
embarrassing situation appears to be avoided. There
will be no split in the Cabinet, but other difficulties may
have to be met. 'This electoral reform measure has been
urged upon the Government by their allles of the Labor
party for years, Withdrawing the bill will probably give
rise to strong resentment in the Laborite ranks.

Of the parties in the coalition supporting the Govern-
ment each has a particular measure in view. The Home
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Rule Bill has ensured the co-operation of the Nationalists;
Welsh Disestablishment has appealed strongly to the
Radical element; the Labor party had pinned its faith on

The Best Qualily at @ Reasonable Price

the Franchise Bill. If this bill is wrecked and abandoned
the influence of Labor may be strongly against the Gov-
ernment. In the history of British politics the stirring
events of the present session are unique.

The Unionist party has also been threatened with a
controversy from which Free Traders expected to profit,
The Unionists wisely took counsel together and their dif-
terences regarding Tariff Reform have been satiafactorily
settled, The party now stands in a stronger and more
unassailable position than it has previously occupied.
The controversy regarding the imposition of what are
called “Food Taxes” instead of disrupting the party, as
the Free Traders fervently hoped, has served to bring all
sections together on common ground.

The, whole question turned upon the proposal that at
the next general election a mandate should be sought from
the country for the imposing of “certain low duties on
foodsiuffs,” in anticipation of an Imperial Conference that
would be summoned in the event of the Unionists being
returned to power. The imposing of such duties obviously
could only be done by.direct authority of the electors, and
the wiser heads in the party saw plainly that such a
course in the next elec'ion would raise a vital issue which
would distract attention from the record of the Govern-
ment then to be submitted for the approval or condem
pation of the people. Nothing would have pleased the
supporters of the Government better, but in the Unionists’
view the situation demanded a change in their pro-
gramme. A memorial was accordingly presented to Mr.
Bonar Law, Leader of the Opposition, expressing com-
plete confidence in him and in Lord Lansdowne, as lead-
ers of the party, and requesting an alteration in the
method by which the policy of Imperial Preference could
be most effectively carried out.

The modification requested was that if when a Union-
ist Government had been returned to power it proved
desirable, after consultation with the Dominions, to im-
pose new duties on any articles of food, in order to secure
the most effective system of Preference, such duties
should not be imposed until they had been submitted to
the people at a general election. After consultation with
Lord Lansdowne Mr. Law wrote a reply to Lord Balcarres,
the Chief Whip of the Unionist party, sssenting to the
modification which, as he stated, did not involve any
change of principle but a change of method. Both Mr.
Law and Lord Lansdowne, at the earnest request of the
Unionist members, will remain leaders of the party. Mr.
Bonar Law's declaration has been welcomed by the Union-
ist press throughout the country.

In a recent issue the London Daily Telegraph gives a
clear and explicit statement as to the position in which
the Unionist party stands. “The situation is today,” it
esays, “that Tarif Reform is the policy of the whole
“ Unionist party; that every man who follows Mr, Bonar
“Law is supporting a policy in pursuit of which the next
“ Unionist Government will de three things; it will set
“up o moderate tariff on manufactured goods. It will in.
“stitute all such pref fal trading arr with
“the Dominfons as can be made, apart from the imposing
“of'any new food duties. It will call the Dominions into
“ conference to examine the flacal facts with a view to
“ extending those preferential arrangements; and if these
“facts are found to favor—in our own and the Empire's
* interests—the imposing of new duties on food, a defin-
“ite scheme will be put before the country at another

questions of this character. When he was retired from
office, through the defeat of the Laurier Government, the
buginess which he had in hand, sofar"as St. John is con-
cerned, was all in an unfinished condition. He had ad-
vertised for tenders for the Courtenay Bay works and a
month before the election was in possession of full infor-
mation as to who was the lowest tenderer, yet the con-
tract for this important work was not let, although it
was in his own department. Mr. Pugsley said it would
De let and that he had the money at his disposal to carry
the work forward. He this t more
than once during the campaign although he knew it was
misleading and the facts were not as he stated, Now he
s attempting to make it appear that Mr. Hazen, through
megligence, has prevented a valuable industry from being
gmwm at St. John. The statement is wholly with.

out foundation, Mr. Pugsley’s assertion that the ships
o »muum..mwuymumw
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“® 1 elect! for each man to accept or reject as
® nom: good to him,

“This, then, is the policy of the united party; but we
“point now to the common sense of it rather than to
“the accomplished fact. We hold that the task of sav-
“ing the country demands it. Unionists, under the in-
“ apiring captaincy of Mr, Bonar Law, will fight the battle
“of Preference when the time comes with a cfar fleld
“and a free hand.
“jgs one of destroying and rooting out:
“orders from the spirit of sanity and honesty that guard
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and
handling of the sugar, made possible
by thé most modern methods of plan-
ning and cbnstructing, will also tend
to lower the cost of production in the

N. B, Stark & Co., of Montreal, to
whom 1s mainly. due the c¢redit of
founding the new company, are watch. ||
ing the progress of the plans closely,
and have spared no paivs in nt}li‘::
refinery, it is expected, will be ship
ping refined sugar at the rate of over
2,000 barrels a day some time during
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g‘: sociel was held in the Orange Hall
day evening in ajd of the Church
Bngland and it was largely attend-
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ing the evening an instrumental and
lUterary grogramme was carried
ich was greatly enjoyed.
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