YPRES ONE OF THE FINEST _
STORIES OF HEROISM IN THE [AEEEEEs

in the

At balf-pastitwelve the next: after-

HISTORY OF BRITISH ARMY

Superiority of Tommy Atkins Over His Enemy
Proved — German Infantry Dared Not Meet

able to see.

enveloping Lynn,

British, but Depended on Heavy Guns, High
Explosives and Deadly Gases — Maay Heroic

Acts Marked Three Weeks Battle.

The gas swept over the Fusiliers,
who still worked his
gun, although coughing and hardly
The Germans were ad-
vancing cautiously beyond the vapour,
and he poured a steady fire into them,
still crouching on the top of the para-|once, but at four o'clock next morm-
pet in an exposed position. They fell |ing began attacking the two support-
back, and when a second half-hearted
attempt was made later, Lynn again | oping movement, which made another

serve when, at two. o'clock, they were
attacked by &'German force at least
twice their own strength. They held
on until seven 'pau., when they retir-
od in an easterly direction. One com-
pany had lost all but one officer and
fifty mem ‘Yet'they fell back in per-

to

fect order, sofme of the men even
grumbling that they were not allowed
to stay. o

ties in the shelter of the ruins.

During one frenwzied burst of shell-

The Germang did not come on at

ing companies, attempting an envel-

The most interesting account of the
great battle of Ypres, which has yet
reached America appeared in the Lon-
don Morning Post of May 24th and was
written by A Special Correspondent
at British General Headquarters.”

It reads as follows:

When the battle of Ypres can be
written in detail it will yield one of
the finest stories of heroism and en
durance in the history of the British
Army

It is a story of sacrifice and dogged
resistance against overwhelming bdds
of fragments of battalions refusing to
impossible 0si

abandon seemingly
tions: of individual acts of couraze
which
success of a series of “forlorn hopes
which checked an over-confident ene
saved Ypres. Above all, it
story of a ‘“soldier’s battle

a battle fought under new conditions,
which demanded all the initiative and

my and

self-reliance
salient The terrors of and 1he
greatest bombardment yet experienced

gas

failed to demoralize them, and ‘h
went through the seeming chaos of
a new log of battle veldly determined

and undismayved
In this wa) the

Ypres which began on April

of the men who held the; Yet !
| g and captured the lieutenant in chatge, |

sky “with a noise like a tram’’ burst-
ing around the trenches at least evary
fifteen seconds. “Shell-trap Farm,” a
group of ruinegd buildings on the north-
west of the salient of which more
will be told presently, received 117
shells in forty minutes Ordinary
field batteries “grouped” their projec-
tiles. The entire plain was thick with
smoke and dotted with flame.

Hope of a Fight

There was nothing to do but to sit}
tight and endure it day after day
! men crouched hard against the side
of the trenches, as best they could,
|or sheltered in the dug-outs

| ’ ¢
]mmm\lv.\ from piles of earth and mvrl
thrown sandbags. Acrid fumes filled|

lungs with gzas, which, although not’

{ders, sufficed to weaken them.
they “stuck {t.”
\ Whenever the news was passed|

along the trenches, that another in-j
fantry attack impending, fresh
H‘n;w was raised that the

was

{ meant to fight

actually got out of their

Rritish victory, although the shorten-|trenches on one occasion, and cheered
ed salient on the map may make it|when they saw the enemy preparing
look like a defeat It again proved|for a bavonet rush

the superiority of the British soldier| (Come on, you blighters,’ they
over his enemy Whenever the Ger-|shouted, “give us a chance to get at
yman  infan at pted to storm ‘w“ ou?” Every German who got within
was inv 1 rown back, and only i fifty yvards of these trenches were kill

the employment of & vas
ins and the expent

dible

heavy g

almost 1ncr number of hizh ex

ber of |ed; the others fled
re ot an

Not a single German infantry attack

got home. One officer has told me

Germaas | .
| One brigadier came out of his dug-out !
8 s ¥ |started back through the

The battalions which ’ o
se t | long after a gas attack, and the fumes|
second battle of! were holding a position on the ex- MLE 8 L smoke to the sapport trenches in the

turned his gun against them, and|temporary retirement necessary.
they failed again. When the battalion arrived back next
In consequence of the presence of day it had lost heavily, Other bat-

mind shown by our troops, the Ger- talions of the Durhams (Territorials)
mpans never profited by their gas M‘:were sent under
Many men, driven out by m"f‘Bridgelord. of the Shropshires, to hold

{the line Frezepburg-Zonnebeke on the
again, and reoccupied the trench afier| morning of the 26th, and fought with
| great tenacity.

tacks.

fumes, back through them

charged

it had been vacated.
The height of the wall of gas \arled,|

but it appears to have been at ‘““"‘weﬂaln
ceven feet above the ground. Sergeant|yiia)ions during the bombardment of

W. Cooke, cf the Dublins, had a our-) ¢
ious experience.

gas swept over the ground below. !{e.(
was untouched
him dizzy.

|
“It's not healthy down here,” said‘l

Brasla seics " Ry AR |
cannot be surpassed, and the|quently they were called to dig their Sergeant ““’"“I“\"‘L f“ fi“?1‘92‘ “‘““lkwwns in command of these operations,
on the roof, where he was constantly| ygq yilled about half past three He
D | was on his way to a farmhouse in or-
i izil at this post Cooke; 2
'the air; the “stink shells,” as one form {4 '”:r \“’(:r '(')n ’(‘,‘(‘r‘n"‘ms “’h:’idor to get in closer touch with his
Sk rcieutila s’ cAllad. mbNed whaly e eG EaElES R o mon s antehlg walkice along an ex-
(were crawling down a trench, shoot-| ,.04 road was hit by a rifie bullet.

under
Durin

ing one after the other. Then he

as deadly as £ v LY
1 deadly as that spraved from cvlin-| oo oy qown, ran along the treacn,| o "o yioon from its trenches and
| v p s tre

he air and his face purple with rage. |
Then gas was felt for a considerable |
behind the front trenciss. |

distance

affected him number of men who|

22, wnd | treme right of the northern face of the
< : & fa 5 : o wns pone af hel
lasted for nearly three weeks, was a|salient passed through the gas zone after the

vapour had been partially dissipai>d |
suffered no ill-effects at the time, but
‘.{ day or two afterwards went into hos-|
pital with a temperature of 103

Commanding officers and snrgeons'
slike worked hard under fire to re-
I\n'o the victims of gas Captain Chipp,
{of the 6th Middlesex, found about
| twelve men of his company gassed
| during the bombardment on the morn-
| He went to eacn in

ing of the 25th

plosive shel in addition to the bow he watched them repeatedly forn-
P g 5 4} ol i Sty e = Ry do turn and succeeded in reviving them
of gas, gave the enemy the strip of|inz up on the Grafenstafel ridge, 2 000 4
roup which has bee 1t > with handkerchief soaked in water.
group which has been added te tiu2irjor more at a tme wmder officers woeof | ¢
line eas nd th-east of Y { ~ {.jeutenant James, the doctor attachod
line easl and u« 1-east o pres | drove them The solid mass lumberod e Al ¢ .
At s time did G BT ¢ to the 2nd Seaforths (a civilian wuo
t no time did e Germans attempt | across the riddled fields until our men N 3
z fantr £ Whe . 1 . served with the regiment in South
a infantry attack renever | could distinguish every frightened face .
r intantr in t Africa, although suffering from the
their infantry came forward in the us: and then, as great »s were blown in .
T formation r troor 1 | 1 gas himself, worked throughout May
ual close formation our troops huried|the line, it Wavered and was broken y .
1 ai 1 1 I . ond, the day his battalion suffered, all
them back again demoralized I'h occupants of the shattered Brit
p 1 without I tapendl 3 the next day, and until the morning
advancel vithout spirit, depending|ish trenches watched these hesitatingl o 1o 4th, wi " Hanaed -and-w
1 i 4 o e . when he collapsed, @ vas
whollv on their great howitzers, and|advances conte mptuously. It was clear t 4 Bl n‘h ¢ 1‘1‘
i L o U o yut in an ambulance W some of his
refusing to press forward when the that the German infantry had no stom ‘\ Hent
;. ) atients
<aw men dropping on every side. Whenlach for suddenly falling flat and try i el ) ;
-t % % rave had charges throuzh 8 de-
ever our trenches were occupied it was burrow into the soil with their iled e "‘ 'l‘l’m P
2 scribed by Ve-w s8€8 Tt
only after a concentrated shell-fire) ha When a man fell dead ot , Tl 5 19’\, \ll an lp t l: %
1 3 L s ¢ ; Argylls and Sutherlands, & re-
had practically obliterated them from | wounded, a comrade would use his &3 o Agrian OILL iD st e

the line

body as cover Some of them ever

i
I
|
i
\uruxp-d two or three helpless men in

take a trench cleared by gas, dashed

headlong through the fog, and came to

Ehes SRR to a heap and then crouched behind m(j p:nullunh\m ,m LS I?I\KIIBRG oLians
Apparently the Germans had  1oi|this impromptu shield ()lhr.(“r, they simply sidestepped the
¥ d their =as linders Many showed abject terror. One gas The hr\.xml!vr who a\‘terwsl:vrjs

Would piay & an important part inlmiddle-aged Wurtemburger ran blind- wenl thiougn the‘!hm of-the ghs- 0
this offensive They experimented |1y during the charge of his battalion, order to be near his men was very ill,

with the French along the Yser as|until he nearly reached a trench held hiltelined Loje0 Dack
they had already experimented in the|bhy the North Somerset Yeomanry, It was difficult to get the men to
nne, where the new weapon "‘r\:ilvhvn knelt down and said his pray ers. uhamlu'n. (",lnChm.a aran “.vh“" nesey
sary. The 5th Welsh Fusiliers woare

lure It was not until they reali

ed the havoc created in the Fren
trenches that they decided to exten
this mode of attack, with the
that the Canadians were g
early

A thirty

ginning at 3.30, preceded the

result

yn Saturday morning, the Z4th
minutes bombardment, bLe
openinz

| Men were dropping all around him

h The Somersets waited until he fin-

1| ished his prayers

After several infantry attacks ha

enemy would redouble their howitze
pressure

heen repulsed with heavy losses, tie

You could imagine the fury
of the German Staff expressed a sud-

exposed to a galling fire from two
sides, but their commanding officer
lept sending back cheery messages
something like this

“QOur right is being turned, but we
are quite comfortable.”

And later

“I have two machine-guns in 'y

i

T

He was hidden ,"“’uen on the afternoon of the 26th, and,
the roof of a farmhouse snipping """afler advancing steadily, isolated par-
mans with great suocess, When t1o)yeq of the 6th Battalion got 250 yards

Later he came t0| g, me gmall trenches which the enemy

The ) % S
l“‘tonnh. and the remaining fumes mm:le;hml abandoned. These they held until
dusk, when they retired to the first

brinzing back with his hands ‘n 2
dnglogihim: badko, L | manding officer, had been killed, Cap-

}men were killed by a gas shell, the
| fumes of which nearly suffocated the

Lieutenant-Colonel

Equally gallant was the work of
Northumberland  Territorial

he 26th-27th. . They attacked St. Ju-

orward of the first line, and occupied

ine. Brigadier-General Riddell, who

When one Wattalion of the King's

| ieutenant-Colonel Martin, the com-

tain Weatherhead, the adjutant, col-| they have headache, backache,
ected a few survivors —“'not more and sufferings that make life
than ten,” said one of them—and! geem not worth living. But these

blinding

hope of driving the Germans out of
the firing line. They got within thir-
ty yards, when the adjutant and eight

others.
A non-commissioned officer of the
King's Own worked a machine gun,

ing it was reported that the enemy
had ‘Bained a trénch near the farm. A
company of ‘the 2hd Essex was order-
ed to dislodge them. Up they came
at the double, “dodging the shells,” as
one officer told me, “and disregarding
every rule of warfare,” and ‘with heads
down, dashed through the impene-
trable smoke straight into the trench,
bayonetting ‘every man there. ,The
men of the London Rifle Brigade, who
watched the charge, stood up in their
trenches and cheered as the men of
Essex came hack.

Shell-trap Farm wds held by us that
day, but taken by the Germans at
night. Two platoons of the 1st East
Lancashire went forward early next
morning and retook it with the bayo-
net. The Germans took it back that
night. Then the South Lancashires
charged the farm, swept like a whirl-
wind through the shelters and impro-
vised dug-outs, and cleared it of Ger-
mans. We still hold it. The moat
round about is choked with the bodies
(Continued on page 15)

The Brightest
Women Find -

sometimes that they are dull in
mind, depressed in spirits, and that

conditions need be only temporary.
They areusually caused by indigestion
or biliousness and a few doses of

BEECHAM'S
PILLS

after the other men with him had
been killed, till the gum was useless
Before the survivors of this battalion
fell back into their support trenches,
600 yards behind the firing line, they
were continually digging out com-
rades from the piles of debris thrown
explosive shells They were
as sweeps, and
were in tatters,

One German attack was frustrated

by a battalion of Northumberland Fu-
had been
prelude to a

siliers. The bombardment
intensified—the usual
bayonet attempt—and when it sudden
ly ceased, to allow
come on, our waiting reserves
rushed into the weakened first line
“You should have seen the North
umberiand Fusiliers come
into the trenches,” said the
almost at the same
cutting great

the enemy
merd, and
their ranks
turned tail and sought cover again.

an impossible line day after day, whil
men were being

their uniforms

the infantry to
were

tumbling |
eye-wit- |
ness, ‘turning their machine guns on|
mo-
swaths in
The disordered column

Thus we held what wae seemingly |

continually blown

will quickly, safely and certainly
right the wrong. This famous family
remedy tones the stomach, stimu-
lates the liver, reg-uln@es the bowels.
Beecham's Pills cleanse the system
of accumulating poisons and purify
the blood. Their beneficial action
shows in brighter looks, clearer
complexions, better feelings. Try
them, and you also will find that they

Are Worth
A Guinea a Box

Black, Green | Sealed Packets only.—

B 183 4

or Mixed. . .

- Always of Uniform Goodness.'

ed.

Horton

9 and 11 Market Square, St. John, N. B.

We are-showing an excellent
line of Driving Harness in Nickel,
Solid Nickel, also rubber mount-

complete stock of Horse Furnish-
ing Goods; all which we offer at

low prices.

For Driving
We alfo carry a full and

& Son, Ltd.

Largest Sale of Any Medicine in the World,
Seld ev . In boxes, 25 ceats.
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RASH ALL OVER

- HEAD AND FACE

of the gas cylinders against the (an
adians. Then, the thick green mist
came rolling over the broken groand
from the enemy s empty
several hundred yards away
ed like vapour Tising
and the wind was strong enough t

It look

CATTY

of the Canadian line. One battalio;

had time to load and fire two rounds|qpen the shattered British battalions

gas before
andbags, pe:.

through the screen of

came pouring over the
trating into every
and choking the

outs, men

recognisable
Then the Germans tried one of the
futile infantry attacks.

den spurt of shelling They threw
away tons of ammunition as thongh rear, but we can hold on without trou-
animated by blind rage ble. Think it better to wait until dark.

Of Baby. Could Not Sleep. Fret-

W

w &
w

L

front tren:h,
from a marsh

it rapidly towards the parapet

crevice of the dnz-
who iay
there. It was 8o thick at first that ob-
jocts three feet distant were hardly

While howit-

Men Against Guns

The inevitable result was to blow in
our trenches. Our men had to fall
\hm-k, and the German infantry would
advance to the destroyed position

0
n

It} would charge furiously and drive the

€| Germans back to their own line. Again

they would charge, and again they
would be blown out. So the unegnal
struggle went on, day after day.

was a contest of flesh

When the remnants of this gallant
battalion fell back on the second Ver-
loenhoek line, it had few surviving offi-
cers unhurt, and no non-commissioned
The fragments of companies
commanded by

officers

were mostly

ants.
Here is

1t peasoned troops,

the story

zers of every calibre and trench mor-
tars raked the Canadians, the enemy’s
ipfantry could be seen massing in
front of their trenches. When they
came on—half-heartedly and with
some of the men holding one arm :in
front of their faces—they were lter-
ally mown down by the waiting Can-
adians, who, al\hO).\gh nearly blinded
and suffocated by “chlorine, still fired
determinedly. The 8th Battalion, the
Winnipeg Rifles, known as the “Devil's
Own,” stuck to its trench, althouzh
many men were unconscious, and there
they remained all day, although ill and
heavily shelled. P

A Territorial battery which defend-
ed the Canadian front was left in a
wood, it being impossible to bring up
the horses in time. The men remained
with the guns un’m the Germans were
only a few yards away, firing repeat-
edly, and, at the last moment, retiring
with the breech blocks.

This was the beginning of the fur-
fous bombardment which pounded t:e
Ypres salient for nearly three weeks.
The next morning, Sunday, the enemy

pierce it.

Ypres.

the Canadians

is the story of the second battle of

Gas did not play a decisive part in tached to a regular
the operation after the first attack on|made the attack to relieve the in-
There were '
quent attempts at gassing, but none
of them succeeded like the first, even
though the men at that time were with
out the means of combating it.
know the deadly nature of this new
peril, but it never demoralized them.

There Were Many Heroic Exploits Due
to Attacks by Gas

During the night of the 31st the
Lancashire Fusiliers, and Essex held
a line which was suddenly enveloped
in clouds of this poison. The Lanca-
shire Fusiliers suffered most, although
some of the Essex battalion were also
incapicitated. A man
regiment, named Lynn, was in charge
of a machine-gun. When he saw the
thick mass of vapour drifting towards

the former

“the miners’ frierd.”

subse-

across our front, no living thing couild |Infantry, commanded by Lieutenany
Shells, shells, shells—that|Colonel Turnbull, who is known as
They were sent
to Verloenhoek at eleven p.m. and ai-
brigade, which

lieuten-

of the Durham
miners, who helped the Canadians ui
the Grafenstafel ridge.
used to trench work, and by no means
yet. when called on
and blood in the middle of the night of April 24,

They were un-

ful and Cross. ltched and Burned.
Hair Came Out. Cuticura Healed.

Darnley, P. E. L.—"When my little
was three days old @ fine rash came out
over her head and face. At first I thought
1t was baby rash bug after a week or two I
found that it was very itching and she could
npot sleop. She was getting very fretful and
cross and it made her sick. It itched and
burned and it made nearly all ber hair come
out.

“By the time she was folr months old the
eczema was all over her fece, head and neck.
1 then decided to sepd for Cuticura Soap

|

42 against a gigantic machine—of men to relieve the Winnipeg Rifles, they d Of the box of Cuti
against great guns, Whenever men performed a difficult task with 'the| 2% (‘;;m“" Byﬂwﬁ::h.do km;
met men, we won. Whenever the cur- steadiness of veterans. ?I:.p w:::lm'u not & ::'n of

tain of red hot shells was droppiug| They were the 8th Durham Light| eczema and she was, healed."  (Signed)

Mrs. Philip Roach, May 12, 1914.

-Sample Each Free by Mail

With 32-p. Skin Baok on request. Ade
dress post-card “*Cuticurs, Dept. D, Boss
tom, U. S, A.” Sald throughout the worids

They

ORI

turned every available gun on

ed a deadly enfilading fire into

British position, and ‘shells of all sizes
from 17 imch to the sausage-shaped
‘cylinders fired from minewerfers po. r¢| A% trenches behind.

the
without a respirator, and played

the

his trench he jumped on the parapet

machine-gun on the gas and the Ger

his

require- for personal or
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DRINK THE BEST

Ready’s Cream of New
Brunswick
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READY’S BREWERIES, Limited

Peel Street, St. John, N. B.
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proves its claim to quality in the fact that
it is heavily advertised. Remember, if
an article disappoints you, its maker
loses more than you do; you receive
less value than you expected, but the
article which might have enjoyed

.your lifelong patronage, has lost
its chance forever.
perfectly willing to accept as
your verdict on
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“I'm dammed if I
just as a “Ypres e
ploded " in front of
trench, burying him

Held Enemy at Ba

Hig men dug him
later he was buried
explosion. - Again 1t
out, this time WO
German guns begal
traverses one by O
three men and Capt
left alive. The mer
him, and ram up and
stumbling and “blu
infantry so that the
tack. Finally two
York and Lancaste
inforced the positio

2ir left rested C
night a German W
seen from their tr
doners rushed their
ward and wiped the

A patrol of the I
gorials) occupled a
northeast quarter ¢
was cut off by shell
that the position &
though the ememy
ward repeatedly.
moat surrounding tl
bring water to hi
brigadier sent a me
ed they would stic
lier was tossed acr
walting despatch ri
of paper with the
we'll stick.” They
man.

One trench nea
defended until eve
killed. When fresl
it the trench was
that the command
to turn it into a g
in, a few rough wi
in the earth, and
a few yards behinc

While we held
communication wit
maintained wholly
There were four ol
talion {n the trenc
had to make peri
neys at night und
killed. Y was told

hen wounded, f¢
&cle and handed

ldier. “‘Get it thr
done.”

Some of the fine
ism were given |
stretcher-bearers,
posed themselves
bombardment. Di
to be abandoned h
tances, and batla
Lieutenant Godds
Own, went back
hail of shells, brir
man each time.
ried out by Lieut
killed by shrapne
was finished.

It was impossi
wounded from ti
1ight. As soon a
stretcher-bearers
tional workers al
went out under t
surgeons and gro
land, picking up
there all day witl
every side. It wa
lights—even the
pocket lamp. T
had to crawl lab
darkness, and wh
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t, ake a slow

s the plain
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the nearest road.
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The 'old idea

mentable failur
Ointment it is ¢
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the healing pro
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