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{ MARCONI AND THE CABLES

- By P. T. McGrath in the Canadian Magazine.)

‘When Marconi startled the world, in
December, 1901, with his amazing
achlevement of receiving the electric
signals from Poldhu, England, at St.
John’s, Newfoundland, the utter ' and
speedy overthrow of the cable compan-
fes was predicted on all sides in the
first flush of the new marvel. But the
and a host of other investigators hav-
ing arisen to dispute Marconi's suprem-
acy, the inevitable reaction has occur-
red, and now the opinion prevails that
however successful wireless telegraphy
may speedily prave itself to be, the dis-
placement of the cables need not be ex-
pected for many years.

The most impressive fact, in connec-
tion with this subject, is that the cabje
companies exhibit a complete disregard
for the threatened competition. Since
Marconi spanned the ocean by transmit-
ing electric impulses over 2,000 miles,
cdble-laying has been witnessed in all
the greater seas. The British have
.marked the Pacific by a state-owned
cable 7,986 miles long, stretching from
Vancouver, via Fanning, Fife and Nor-
folk Islands, to-Australia. The Ameri-
cans have laid across the same ocean
a second filament of 8,254 miles, con-
necting San Francisco and Manila, by
way of Honolulu, Midway and Guam.
The Germans have put down another
line in the Atlantic from Emden to the
Azores and then to New York. And
the Eastern Cable Company, a British
combination, which embraces the larg-
est cable concerns in the world and is
bitterly opposed to the ‘‘state-owned”
Pacific enterprise, has laid the first sec-
tion of & new 15,000 mile cable this year
to Australia, via Portugal, West Af-
rica, Cape Town and the Indian Ocean,
8 total of 34,000 miles of new cable or
one-sixth of the world’s entire mileags,
placed in position since Marconi's great
experiment,

In addition, the conference of cham-
‘bers of commerce of the British Em-
pire, held at Montreal in August, un-
animously adopted resolutions, calling
for g state-owned telegraph connecting
British possessions all around the
world, acquiring private cables where
desirable and laying new ones where
necessary, beginning with an Atlantic
cable which should handle traffic at
half the present rates.

These facts attest that the cable ex-
‘perts are undismayed by the efforts of
their “wireless” competitors. The world
today is so accustomed to the general
exisience and silent efficiency of the
telegraph—eable and land—line that its
magnitude is not appreciated. The
Atlantic is now spanned by four-
teen ecables with. an aggregate
Elsewhgre In
the world are 1,760 éthers, short and
long, with a total mileage . of 150,000,

' 'making a grand aggregate of 199,000

miles, all but 20,000 of which are owned
by commercial concerns, the remaind-
er by different govermments. The in-
_vestment of capital in cables is esti-
mated at $210,000,000, arnd to rapair and
maintain them requires forty specially
equipped odean steamcthips. The land
lines of Burope tatal 425,600 miles, with
1,685,000 miles of telegraph wire strung
thereon, while the United States M
a total of 223,000 miles of line, carrying
1,218,000 miles_of wire, the value of this
equipment on both continents being

" about $110,000,000 more.

These agencies serve every land and
clime today—penetrate every hinter-
Jand touch every seaboard. Countless
telegrams are transmitted over the land
lines daily telegraph offices dot every
country. The cable business is enorm-
ous. The fourteen Atlantic cables con-

' yey 18,600 messages dally, -or 7,000,000

yearly, the charges on which amount
to about $10,000,000. The traffic record
of the cables to the Far Bast,—Asia,
Africa and Australia,—is 5,800 messages
a day, or 2,100,000 a year, bringing in
& revenue of $11,000,000, annually, the

:eharges being higher owing to the

-0

greater distance traversed. The figures
of the business done by the Pacific
cables are not yet obtainable, the Brit-
ish having only been opened on New
Year’'s Day and the American on the
Fourth of July. :

This is the mighty agency which the
“radiograph,” as the wireless system
is being termed, has to combat. The
telegraph is already established, it
serves all countries ‘effictently, and it
has been perfeeting its appliances for
fifty years. Whereas the message from
Queen Victoria to President Buchanan,
the first transmitted across the Atlantic
cable, took sixty-seven minutes to
send, though it was only ninety words,
a cable now is twenty words a minute.
Indeed, all the traffic over the Atlantic
cahles could be handled within an hour
daily, were the messages to come to-
gether; and the advocates of eable re-
form contend that these fourteen chan-
nels could convey 284,000,000 words a
year if ‘worked to their full capacity,
without increasing the cost of opera-
tion, and this would enable them to
earn a substantial profit even if the
cable awners reduced the rate to a pen-
ny a word.

Marconi recently stated that when
equipped for commercial operations in
the near future, he will accept commer-
cial messages at ten, and press mes-
sages at five eents a, word, and predict-
ed that “two hundred words a minute
at one cent a word, and the general use
of wireless telegraphy instead .of the
mails for a very large proportion of the
personal correspondence that now pass-
es between America and Hurope would
be developments certain ere long.”
This prediction, if verified, will compel
the cable companies to reduce thelm®
rates or else embark upon a bitter fin-
ancial gtruggle with the wireless con-
cerns. The cablgs, with the capital
they have and the world-wide influences
they possess, would be substantially
fortified for such a conflict, their rami-
fications, with their land lines, extend-
ing to the remotest quarters of the
glabe. The wireless companies, on the
other hand, maintain that the compara-
tive insignificance of the cost of their
equipment, contrasted against the
cables, places them in a position to yn-
dertake remunerative work at figures
their competitors could not approach.
Thus, an Atlantiec cable costs $2,000,000,
while Marconi’'s two stations in Corn-
wall and Cape Breton serve the same
purpose at a cost of only $150,000.

The cable companies, however, argue
that vears must elapse before the ra-

| diograph reaches that stage of perfec~

tion where it ean successfully compete
in this business, They contend
that Marconi is now only where they
were fifty years ago, improviny his
equipment by slow and laborious pro-
cesses. No scientific discovery, ne
technical invention, was ever evolved
in a perfect state: it is only by years
of patient research and lavigh expendi-
ture of time and money that perfection
is attained. But on the other hand,
wireless telegraphy has made such
wonderful advances in a few years, and
so many gifted investigators are add-
ing to our store of knowledge of elec-
trical phenomena daily, that we may
be at the threshold of still more won-
derful discoveries. The prabability is
that the perfecting of the wireless sys-
tem wil not be nearly so prolonged as
the cable authorities predict, nor yet as
speedy as the wireléss enthusasts hope,
but that ita gradual evolution 2nd em~
prloyment will enable it to be introduc-
ed into a variety of commercial enter-
prises, especially on the sea, without
dislocating established mediums of
‘round-the-world ‘communication. - AS
petroleum, gas and electricity are now
in general use as illuminants without
disturbing an equal balance of enter-
prise, €0 there would appear to be as
good a prospect for the telegraph and
the radiograph to work in harmony.

BIBLE “A SCRAFP BOOK."

P

BOSTON, Feb. 17—The Bible was k-
®ned to a scrap book by Professor Rich-
ayd G. Moulton, of the University of
Chicago, in the course of a lecture on
“he Bible as Literature” here today.
Professor Moulton said:—

, “The old versions of the Bible pres-
ent the book in ine monotonous ar-
rangement of numbers, chapters and
verses, not distinguishing literary forms
and often running counter to them. It

effaces all forms of literary structure

and it presents the appearance not so
smuch of a sacred book of revelation as

of a divine scrap book. The Bible is
the worst printed book in the world. It
is well printed, as regards type, paper
| and binding, but in it all literary forms
have been destroyed.

“The version of the future &ill have
to do with producing.the true literary
form."

“Papa, what do ]you call your of-
fice?”’ ‘‘Well, the world calls an edi-
tor’s office the Sanctum Sanctorum;
but I don’t.” “Then I guess,” and the
boy was thoughtful for a moment,
“that mamma’'s office is a spanktorum,

isn’t it?"—Washington Star.

BEST WAY TO REVIVE A FIGHTER
——
Cold Water Thrown on the Spine Helps
When a Pugilist is Floored.
PR S

Reviving a pugilist in a battle is just
as much of an art as the proper train-
ing of a scrapper. Naturally, this
is the supreme duty of a second, but
very few of them know how to do it
properly. The other night when Jack
O’Brien fought Tommy Ryan at Phila-
delphia, Kid MeCoy, who was one of
O'Brien’s handlers, introduced a wrin-
kle which saved the day for his man.
Usually whenever a fighter is knocked
down from a punch and is in distress
his second throws water on him to re-
vive him. Under the rules this is not
permissable and is sometimes punish-
ed by disqualification. But thre re-
ferees are not so strict in the matter
as they should be and many infrac-
tions in this way have been overlook-
ed. ;

O'Brien went to the floor from a left
hook which Ryan delivered after the
latter had been knocked down by o’-
Brien, and took the count. O’Brien
was seemingly in a bad way ahd it
looked as if he would not be able to
get to his feet before the tep seconds
were up. McCoy instinctively grabbed
a sponge which he had in the oorner
and, dipping it in a bucket of cold wa-

! ter, threw it with all his force at O'-

Brien. The sponge caught the fallen
pugiligt in the small of the back and

the blow caused the water so spray all
over him, The cold water had an im-

mediate effect and quickly revived O’-
Brien, who struggled to his feet and
was able to last the round eut. ‘When
he returned to his corper his seconds
lahored herolcally and brought him
around for the final round.

©f course, McCoy in deing this came
within an ace of loging the bout for O’-
Brien, for when a sponge is- thrown in
the ring it is usually done as a teken
of defeat. But the referee ecould not
act, as O'Brien got on his feet before
he had time to quéstion McCoy's pro-
cedure and the Quaker pugilist was
ready to continue the eneounter. Me-
Coy said that the same triek aided him
when he met Joe Choynski at the
Broadway A. C,, New York, in the Hor-
ton law days.

Chopnski had knocked MeCoy down
and everybody thought the battle was
over and some of the spectators start¢
ed to leave the building. McCoy's
praether, Homer, was one of his seconds
in that mill and he struck the kid with
a sponge and revived him. McCoy was
barely able to regain his feet when the
gong sounded.

Frank Erne thlnp_:s that cold water
is mere beneficial than smelling salts
or other artificlal means in any cir-
cumstances. He says that it should be
used in all cases where a person has
lost consciousness.

“In trying to revive a pugilist in a
fight,” said Erne, “‘one must do it skil-
fully. You must be careful not to pro-
duce too great a shock, for instead of
helping it may be just the reverse. It
is always best to reagh the spine first,
because that-is usually where the fight-
er feels the most effect -after he 1is
smashed, The cold water refreshes
him and his befogged faculties soon re-
turn. Of course, if he is not too far
gone he will be able to get up unassist-
ed, but when the punch hasbeen very
powerful there is no chance of bring-
ing him to in a hurry. There is no real
way of preventing a man from being
knocked out, but moistening a man’s
temples with cold water as he leaves
his chair will go a long way toward
helping him to withstand any sudden
shock or jar. Censtant jabbing or
swings will make a fighter dazed and
render him liable to a knockout. But
as long as his temples are ‘moistened
his nerves are strengthened, and he
may be able to resist the shock.

MISTAKEN POLITENESS.
e B e

A strest car was bowling merrily
along towards the cemetery the other
afternoon when a white-haired old man
who had been gitiing quietly in front of
a stylishly dressed young women, who
was standing up, rted as if to rise
and give her the se t. The young wo~
man put her hand on his shoulder and,
gently restraining him, said:

“Never mind, sir; just keep your
seat.”

The old man looked dazed for a block
or two, then attempted to gain his feet,
only to be again pushed back by the
young woman, politely remarking as
ghe held him down.

“Keep your seat, please! T've stood.
up s=o long now that I don’t mind it.”

“wWell,” said the old man, in shrill
falsetto tones, “I want to get off!
You've made me go half a mile past
my street now.”

Every woman has times when she feels

dazed, tired out, almost lifeless, when her worky’

which she usually contemplates with pleasure, scems almost past her strength.

Are you that womap sometimes?

caused from just common, but dangerous constipation ?

Mother

its strengthening parts through your system,
parts of that food and keep your system clean.
e kept regular, I cannot prevent

asks, They will correct your

you give me.
whole system.”
Laxa-Cara

=k

But unless the bowels ar

Tablets will do for you just what Nature
clogged bowels; will put them on the yoad to regularity and health;
o T a permanent cure and insure
you fermmendy against constipation.

f you are taking nothing now, you ought to.
taking something already and feel pret
that way if you try Laxas

b-xulmrmwm'.uhnlllpumunmbnlm

them ; will in a short time work

you won't feel

83 cents per

Do yoti realize that it is ninety times out of a hundred

ature says, “I have given you 3 mouth and a stomach to receive food and send
1 have given you bowels to discard the useless
1 will do the best I can out of whatever food

the poisoning of your
will not strain or abuse

1f you are
well suited with it,
ara Tablets once.

FRANK WHEATON

FOLLY VILLAGE,

N. 8.
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% Soldiery 0f Japan. :

s?mt. erfect and

Its Plf&ti%iy

sique Better
Than Supposed.

To those who allow themselves to be
impressed by mere avoirdupois, the
spectacle of little Japan casting her
gage at the feet of gigantic Russia is,
doubtless, = infinitely humorous. But,
unless memory fails me, many pro-
phets who tried to predict before the
event were firmly persuaded in 1894
that there could be but one ending to-
the China-Japan war—and that the
complete humiliation of Japan. I have
a very distinct recollection of having
interviewed at Vancouver an _intelli-
gent British officer who had been, de-
tailed to accompany the Japanese army
and he seemed greatly amused when I
suggested that Japan might possibly
defeat her bulky opponent. He used
the stock argument; China could over-
whelm Japan by sheer weight of num-
bers; the Chinamen’s physique was far
superior to that of the Japanese, and
he had no fear of death; China's re-
sources were immeasurably greater,
etc. It is not necessary to enlarge on
what actuglly happened. A few far-
seeing men there were, on the spot,
who realized from the first that the
igsue was certain. They recognized in
the Japanese army and navy—small as
the latter then was—a compact and
homogeneous whole, organized in ac-
cordance with the best Occidental
models, commanded by officers trained
in the best Occidental schools, and ani-
mated by a spirt not imported, but
indigenous to the soil—the yamate
damashii, or seul of old Japan, which
is invariably in evidence when there
is fighting to be done.

The military unit, it is true, has
been drilled to the highest degree of
mechanical accuracy, so that his re-
sponse to the word of command mAY

‘be almost termed a reflex action; but,

on the other hand he retains in addi-
tion to that burning patriotism already
referred to a resourcefulness and in-
telligence that stamp him to any mind,
as the superior of the Russia soldier.
He combines elan and dash with in-
effable phlegm in critical moments, as
witness the absolute naturalness with
which the Japanese troops, during the
Chinese campaign, would extract a fan
from their gaiters and fan themselves.

Kipling avers that blacguarus and
gentlemen made the best soldiers. Such
a rule may apply to the heterogeneous
communities of the Occident, but it
cannot be extended to Japan, where
the two arms of the service is composed
of men the majority of whom are in-
spired by sentiments of awe and devo-
iion to the emperor, to which Europe
can furnish no adequate parallel, and
where, too, the unwritten tenets of
Bushideo ‘military knightways’ are still
cherished amid the vortex of iconoc-
lastic zeal which has followed the
downfall of feudalism.

1 have no hesitation, then, in affirm-
ing that Japanese morals  can be
second to nene in the worid. But I
have referred above to the physical
fastor. The shibboleth of Japanese
diminutiveness hag been so obstinately
perpetuated by writers like Plerre Loti
and Mathew Arnadld that, should one
attempt to qualify these sweeping
generalizations, one runs the risk of
being treated as a literary Ishmaelite,
But the tryth is that a foreigner
measuring five feet six inches in bhis
stockings feels ' decidedly small at
Yokosuka and Hiroshima. = No doubt
the average stature is below these fig-
ures, but in the crack regiments five
feet, seven eight and nine inches are
common heights, and, what is far mere
tmportant than height, the Japanese
gailor or soldier impresses one as of
sturdier build than the HEnglish or Am-
erican—to select types most familiar to
ordinary readers. In collogquial par-
lance, the Japanese’ Tommy Atkins
and Jacky are ‘built from the ground
up.’ Their chests, necks and calves
are frequently too big for their clothes,
and, withal, the Japanese gailor and
goldier look and have shown them-
gelves to be, as hard as nails.

I have heard it said that, though the
Japanese army and navy might be ex-
pected to fight well if successful from
the,start, a few initial reverses would
induce a panic. Yet the Japanese from
almost the earliest historical epoch,
have been a military race, and the en-
tire record of national achievement in
the domain of politics, literature, ethics
and art may almost be summed up as
a record of the doings of the military
caste. But if the contention that Japan-
ese troops lack moral stamina fails
signally when judged in the light of
Pre Maiji days, its untenable char-
acter is still more glaringly exposed
when the facts of irecent years are
taken Into consideration. The China
war of 1894-'95 may possibly be deemed
inconclusive testimony, in view of
Chinese cowardice; but at least in the
North China disturbance of 1800 the in-
ternational forces were all subjected
to the same conditions, and the em-
phatic and universal verdict of experts
is that the. Japanese were second to
none and superior to most.

No more than. in 1834 or in 1900 will
they enter upon their next war unpre-
pared. For minutiae the Japanese has
a talent amounting to genius, and no
detail, however apparently insignifi-
cant, is likely to be overlooked. Com-
pare the men, compare the officers of
the prospective pelligerents. On the
Russian side we find the former dull,
brutish. ignorant, dirty and indifferent;
treated like dogs, and probably ‘amen-
able to no other treatment; the latter
notoriously corrupt as a clags. On the
Japanese side we find the men, despite
strict discipline, bright, alert, clean and
neat in their persons, keenly interested
{n their calling, and ready and eager
to fight to the last gasp for Dal
Nippon; the officers equipped in every
pranch of military and naval science,
and, for the most part, above suspi-
cion of dishonest practicess—Tokio cor-
respondence of the London ‘Daily Mail.’

CARE OF THE PIANO.

The care of the piano is an import-
ant matter, the more so because neg-
lect of that piece of furniture soon
makes itself felt. Dampness is the
worst foe that the piano has. It should
not rtand, therefore, near an  open
window, and it should not be pushed
close against the wall. The keys when
they need to be cleaned, should be rub-
ped with a soft muslin cloth which
has been dampened with alcohol
Soft silk, such as an eld silk handker-
chief, makes the best sort of duster
for use about the planc.—Ex.

SENT TO BURY A LIVE WOMAN.

Two TUndertakers Call While Mrs.
Cosbie is Away and Startle Family.

i

NEW YORK, Feb. 19.—Mrs., Alex.
ﬁosble, of Ne. 518 Bast 144th street,

ad the disagreeable \experience on
Monday evening of having two under=
takers call at her house for the pur-
pose of preparing her hody for burial
while she was in excellent health, as
were her five children and her hus-
band.

After the visit of the second under-
taker ‘Mr. Cosbie appealed to the
police of the Alexander avenue station
and asked for protection from any
other uindertakers that might call.

The undertakers say they were act-
ing in good faith and that the request
to visit the Cosbie home came from
a well dressed woman, about forty
years old, who had seemed to be great-
1y distressed over Mrs. Cosbie’s death.
Mrs. Cosbie said last night she had
no knowledge as to this woman'’s iden-
tity.

During the afternoon and evening
Mrs. Cosbie was shopping down town.
Her mother, seventy-eight years of age,
and several of the children were about
to sit down to dinner when an under-
taker called, saying he was from John
Hynes’ place, in Willis avenue.

“] came to prepare Mrs. Cosbie’s
body for burial,” said /the man as he
was admitted to the house. Members
of the family were startled and Mrs.
Cosbie’s mother was progtrated, be-
lieving that her daughter had met with
a violent death down town.

Sparcely had this man driven away,
when another man, from the under-
taking firm of Charles Duhois, drove
up. He was admitted to the house and
the family sat breathless as he -told
them his errand was the same as that
of the man who had preceded him.
Hysterical screams came from various
parts of the room, but the undertaker
belleved that the cries were simply
evidences of grief. Finally he was in-
formed that Mrs. Cosbie was not there,
that she was not dead so far as known,
and he left the house.

With the family in this condition of
suspense, Mrs. Gosbie came . Be-
tween sobs and kisses she was told of
the strange visitors, and then - it was
thought fo be time to ask the police
for interference. Both the undertakers
sald last night that they were greatly
annoyed by the affair, and the police
are trying to find the mysteérious wo-
man.

WHITE CHILDREN :
TAKE TQ INDIAN WAYS.

e B ot
Resylts of Association In Oklahoma
Prove to be Very Interesting.

T e

LATWTON, Dkla., Feb. 16~—At the
first public school at the Red Store, 2
frontier .Indian trading post, white
children, throngh association with the
Indian children, have taken on far
more of the customs, manners and
speech of the Endians than the latter
have of their white playmades,

Nearly all of the white children of
the district have .been reared among
the Indians, associating with them and
attending school with them. They have
learned to paint thelr cheeks, put
feathers In their air, wear gaudy
sashes and brass fihger rings and ear-
rings and shoot arrows.

Now that a district school has been
established the teacher has met the
greatest difficylty of her life in teach-
ing these little indians the ways of
civlization. They have regard for au-
thority, having had it instilled by mis-
sion teachers n the school they have
attended, but hey insist on preserving
the Indian customs. !

They read their' lessons aloud in
studying as they were taught to do in
the mission school. They do many
things obnoxious to the district teacher.
who is seeking their referm, and they
refuse to depart from the ways they
have learned.

HOW HE WORKED  AND WHAT
HE MADE.
: SLmgeey

A professor who was easily irritated
conducted 'the clinic of nervous dis-
eases at a medical college, Chicago.
Remarking about the influence of oc-
cupation upon nervous digeases, he il-
lustrated by a patient, an awkward
gwede, requesting him to be brief and
accurate in his replies, as both teach-
er and students were tired out and
time limited.

“Now, sir, what do you do?" he com-
menced.

“Aw am not vera well.”

“No! I say what do you do?”

“Oh, yas. AwW verk.”

“Yes, I know; but what kind of
work?” :

“Oh, eet ees hard verk.”

“Yes, but do you shovel, drive a car,
work at a machine, or do—"

“Oh, yas. Aw verk a masheen.”

“Ah! What kind of a machine?”

“Qh, eet ees a big masheen.” :

By this time the class was smiling
broadly, which caused the professor to
to be angry, and he said:

“Now, look here, sir; I want no more
of this, You answer the question I
ask you or go home. ‘What do you
make on this machine?”

“Qh, NOW aw understan® yo'. Yo’
vant to know what aw mak on the
magheen. Aw mak seventeen cents
an hour.’—Philadelphia Public Led-

ger,
THE BACHELOR’S AMAZEMENT.

e
Why don’t the girls propose, papa?
It’s leap year now, you know,
And yet the lonely maidens seem

Phenomenally slow.
I'm waiting, wiiling to be wooed.
Yes, anxious, Heaven knows,
Arnd yet they do not come, papa~
Why don't the girls propose?

Why don’t the girls propese, papa?
I'm handseme, witty, smart,

And yet no winsome creatures kneel
To beg my hand and heart.

Why should they hesitate, papa,

heir passion to disclose,

1 would nét scorn their proffered Iove—

why don’t the girls propose?

Why don’t the girls propose, papa?
Why should they be so shy?

Eight years I've waited for this chance,
And now they pass me by.

Why don’t they see how warm my ‘heart
Within my bosom glows?

In short, for heaven's sake, "papa,
Why don’t the girls propose?

—Somerville Journal.

FASHODA OFF THE MAP.

R
From a feeling of tenderness for
French susceptibilities the name Fash-
oda vanishes from the face of the geo-
graphy. An offieial French decree
transforms the province of Fashoda
into the Ubpper Nile province.  Fort
Faghoda becomes Kodok, while the
village 18 rechristened Dabwar,

THE NEW

OF A WAR. |

®
SO®

(New York Times).

The gathering of war news—of the

kind the American public wants, com-
plete and at the same time confined to
facts—requires a small army of train-
ed correspondents, up-to-date methods
and the highest order of organization,
if the system is to be equal to tPe test
and the result satisfactory.
‘No one war correspondent, however
persistent, efficlent or brilliant, nor
any two or three, could undertake to
furnish the®™ paper, no matter at what
expense, with completd news of a strug-
gle such as the one that has just com-
menced between Russia and Japan in
the Far East. Every source of news
must be closely watchgd, and at every
strategic point there 'must be & man
who can observe each move on the
chess board and explain fo the world
what it means.

For tha‘u‘reason, as experience in the
past has .shown and as has agein been
demonstrated at the very opening of
this campaign in the Far East, the
most efficient work in an emergency of
this kind is done by the large news
agency which has both the men and
the machinery at the scene, and only
needs to start the wheels going.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS STAFF.

The Associated Press, the greatest
news gatherer in the world, at the
outbreak of hostilities between Russia
and Japan, had not less than nine
trained war correspondents at or near
the scene of conflict. Of these, the
staff correspondents at Tokio, Manila,
Pekin and the resident correspondents
at Seoul, Nagasaki, Chefoo, Shanghai
and Hong Kong were already on the
ground and had more or less familiar-
ity with the diptomatic negotiations
that preceded the struggle, and in ad-
dition, of coupse, 8 more Of less Inti-
mate knowledge of the topographical
cenditions of what was to beeome the
theatre of war. vy

Three war correspondents, who had
served through the Spanisk wer the
Philippine campaign and the Boxer up-
rising were sent to re-enforce this
staff or workers as soon as it was seen
that a clash was ingvitable and immin-
ent.

dear, was received at the Associated
Press office in New York, it did not
come in the way of any great surprise
to the men in charge there. That ac-

been known. -there for three days,
though the information was not to be
given to the newspapers.

The 'Fokio correspondent of the Asso-
clated Press, Mr. Egan, had been in-
formed by the Japanese government
that, in order
movements of the fleet, fthere would

e a three days’ embargo on all press

ispatches, beginning at the moment
the order to begin hostilities was giv-
en. This information reached the New

some time later the code word which

held up was received from Mr. Egan,
the Associated Press people knew in an
instant that this meant that war had
begun.

The pact of secrecy was held invio-
late as a matter of course—or perhaps
the Russian warships would have
worked their searchlights with a lit-
tle more diligence on that fateful night,
but without loss of time a code word
was flashed to every correspondent
at a point on the Yellow Sea, warn-
ing them to be on the alert for deve-
Jopments.

CHEFOO A HEADQUARTERS.

During the three days of rigid cen-
sorship, the Associated Press knew
that it could not handle any Japanese
despatches, but W rked its cable,
which is near Port Arthur, but not un-
der the control of either of the con-
tending powers for all it is worth.
Since then the Japanese censorship has
been raised to a certain extent, and
news can now be obtained from there,
put on account of its freedom from cen-
sor$hip, Chefoo will be maintained, as
long as the naval conflict lasts, as the
bage from which cable news will be
fransmitted.

During the Spanish war the despatch
boat played an important part in the
transmission of war news. The Asso-
ciated Press spent more than $800,000
during the three months that war last-
ed for war news, much of it to main-
tain {ts flieet of five specially chartered
despatch boats. These fleet little ves-
gels, besides carrying despatches to the
various points in the West Indies where
they could be filed, followed the Am-
erican war vessels, and thus were able
to report accurately their movements
with great accuracy.

There will be nothing of that kind in
the Russo-Japanese war, at least not
with official sanction, nor will the cor-
respondents be allowed to board eith-
er the Russian or Japanese naval ves-
gols. What may be done is quite an-
other thing should the war be carried
go far to sea as to make the points of
vantage already occupied by the As-
sociated Press men on the scene use-
less, which, however, is not regarded
ag likely. The naval fights will natur-
ally be to cover the landing of troops
or to threaten some strategic point on
shore, as was the case at Port Arthur.

WITH JAPS' ARMY IN KOREA.

The Associated Press, with the per-
mission of the Japanese government,
sent two men with the expeditions
landed in Korea. They will ‘accom-
pany the troops during their cempaign
{n' the hermit kingdom. Other cor-
respondents have been sent with the
Russian force starting from Port Ar-
thur for the ¥alu river.

From interior points the sending of
news will be necessarily slow and
fraught with the difficulties, not only

How the Associated Press Service is Handled in the
Far Bast—Difficulty with Wires under Russian
Control is Very Great—A Wonderful System. 3
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When the news of the naval gkirmish |
off Port Arthur, which cost Russia 80 |

tual hostilities were under way had
| of the Port Arthur defeat was sent out

t mask the initial |

York office with little delay, and when |
i fice.

meant that his despatches had been |

&
§>

on account of a rule issued by the Ja~
panese government which makes it ne-
cessary for all despatches destined for
points beyond Tokio to be filed with
the eensor in Japanese. 1

This necessitates the sending of Ja=
panese translators with each corre:
spondent, and, of course, retards the
work of getting out the news to a vary
considerable extent. But the Japar
newspapers are very enterprising a
are llkely to get more freedom in th
handling of news, and the Tokio corie
spondent of the Assoclated Press has
been instructed to improve the oppor-
tunity that will thus come his way.

To get news through from the Rus
slan side will undoubtedly be ‘havder
still. First of all, the censorship w. 52
more rigid within the Russian S
both as matter of well known R 0
principle, an account of the eariy sei-
back to the Russian arms, and on ac-
count of wretched telegraph facilities.
But the Associated Press has taken all
that into consideration and made amplé
preparations to meet this emergency.
Already its ability to get war news out
of the Muscovite empire has been put to
the test during the present campaign
and not been found wanting.

THE ST, PETERSBURG BUREAU.

From the interior of Korea and Mane
churia, where the land campaign un=
doubtedly will be carried, there is on@

' single telegraph line operated by tha

(}_teat Northern Telegraph - cémpan
which, straggling across the Siberigf
steppes and following the windings of
the Trans-Sibbrian railway, finds its
way to Bt. Petersburg, and furnishes
the sole purely Russian connecting link
between the modern capital of Russia
and its forbidding sentinel in the exe
treme east, Port Arthur. While this
line is likely to suffer from the ravages
of warfare it will form the most re-
Hable medium for transmitting news of
the movements of Russian troeps-in the
interior. =

In view of this fact, the Associated
Press has establishéd a full bureau in
§t. Petersburg, and has sent its Wash-
ington correspondent, Howard Thomp-
gson, who served through the Spanish

| war, te take charge, A faw days ago

the general manager of the Associated
Press, Melville E. Stone, had an audi-
ence with the czar, at which Mr. Stone
received assurances that his St. Peters-
burg bureau would be made the medinm
of transmitting official news from the
Russian capital to this country.
Already this bureau has rendered ex=
cellent aeccount of itself. For over
week it has transmitted graphic an
very full dispatehes of the news from
the Russian capital affecting the war.
It was through Mr, Thompson that the
full report of Admiral Alexicff’s repor¥

without delay, and practically uncen-
sored, though damaging to the prestig
of Russian arms and Russian credits,
and on Tuesday evening the czar’s wap

| edict, which was given to the world ax-

clustvely through the Associated Press,
came through from St. Petersburg.
¥From Tekio Mr, Egan sent in advance
the full text of the offlcial statement
regarding the causes leading up to the
war given out by the Japanese govern-
ment. This was sent to Chefoo and
cabled from there to the New York of

The gending of this important dis«
pateh involyed an expenditure of al«
most $2,000. It was turned over to the
Associated Press papers only Monday
afternoan, but arrived in the New York
office fully 16 hours in advance of the
giving out of the statement for publica~
tion by the Japanese ambassador in
Washington. He made it public on
Tuesday evening at a time when it had
already appeared in print in some of
the Washington newspapers, which had
recaived it through the Assoclated
Press.

With equal foresight the Assoclated
Press has prepared to utilize various
other avenues through which news is
likely to trickle from the Interior of
Manchuria. From Harbin and Mukden
there are some imperfect lines, with
many relays leading through Pekin to
points on the coast. Already a few
brief dispatches have come through this
why to the coast from where they are@
sent through various connections over
the new Pacific cable, which was ex-
tended a year ago to cover the entire
distance between San Francisco ané
Manila,

PACIFIC CABLE A GODSEND.

The Pacific cable will be an importanf
factor in the transmission of war news,
Its existence marks a distinct forwarg@
step in the rapid handling of news. The
old way of sending news from tha
far east was from Shanghai through
the Indian ocean, the Red sea and Sue?
to London. This involved 32 or <33 re
lays. By this route despatches wera
likely to be long in transmission and
less accurate. Across the Pacific, with
the news cable, there are only five res
lays, .

Under the old system the British cap¢
ital practically becanre the clearing
house for news from the extreme east.
The British papers and those in other
European capitals, as well, not only
had time to receive extensive news de«
spatches and get them into print where
only the briefest account of some far
eastern event appeared in the American
papers, but they even had time to make
the fullest editorial comment on them.§

This has all been reversed by the Pae
eific cable, which ends in Manila, wher#
{he Associated Press has a well organs
ized and fully eaquipped burzau, in
charge of an experienced correspondent
and already at this early stage of ths
trouble in the far east, it has been de-
monstrated that San Francisco and
New York are likely to take the place
of London as news centres in this war.

Early in the afternoon of the day of
the fight a despatch of 1200 words, cons
taining the story of the sea ficht at
Port Arthur from the lips of eye wit-
nesses on board the Indo-China steam-
ship Columbia, began to come into the
New York office of the Associated
Press. " It was sent by George Denney,
the Chefoo correspondent of the Associ-
ated Press. The despatch wag printsd
in full in late editions of the eveniug
papers of New York city and elsewherd
in the country. The reports of the Lon«
don morning papers were brief and al
most destitute of details.
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