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STRANGE AND CURIOUS THINGS THAT ARE
ENCOUNTERED IN VARIOUS PARTS OF WORLD
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“REWARD OF MERIT.” BOW TO РП0Т06ІАРН LIGHTNING. REMARKABLE FUNERAL RITES.
"How well I remember that highly Illumi

nated legend, Reward of Merit,' on the carde 
I got at district school long ago," remarked 
a Pittsburg man at an uptown hotel the other 
night. "I felt as If I had been decorated with 
the Iron Croea whenever I carried one of the 
things home to my mother. It wasn’t usually 
for good behavior, either, but for 'scholar
ship,' but anyway mother always kept them 
for both of us to gloat over. And 1 guess 
grownups arc only children of a larger 
growth, after all. for we nrn always going 

•reward of merit,' or other. IPs a 
tlve. Now, you folks up here are 
lot of trouble about your street 

mpany could
give your fellows some pointers about ways 
of getting good service. Just before Christ
mas the Pittsburg company diet 
$30,000 to Its conductors a ml moto

had had no accidenta for the preceding alx 
months. The gifts were given out accord
ing to the conditions announced the summer 
before, and more than four-flfths of the 
men got a mighty merry Christmas out of 
It. and Incidentally the public got safer and 
better service by It Up here, your traction 

Ha take the other way round; they 
nd the lose by delays, pay- 

d never think about

that used

»лЦ
One thing aure to shock the American 

tourlat la a Greek funeral," said a recently 
returned traveler. "It Is a spectacle which 
moat persona of convention-governed decency 
dealre to avoid, because the body of the dead 
*■ «posed In an open hearse. The coffln Is 
shallow, so that not only the face and head 
but the hands and much of the body can be 
seen from the sidewalk as the procession 
moves through the streets.

"The lid of the coffln, frequently richly up
holstered and decorated with garlandi and 
wreaths, la carried on the hearse by the un
dertaker. The priest, the relatives and other 
mourners follow, and as the ghastly spectacle

remove
ngU customary for bystander^mo

to
"*>

"In the Athena cemeteries graves are rang 
ed for a term of years, just like the hcbltfl 
tlons of the quick. Only the wealthy owd 
burial «ôta. This la Invariably an evidence оі 
wealth or aristocracy. The poor eeldotri 
dream of baying a lot or tomb. Such pa^ 
chase would be deemed among them an ua 
necessary luxury.

"At the end of the term 
Is rented the bones are d 
bag, labelled with the na 
deposit

magnate
make the men eta 
Ing them by the hour, an 
the other aide, the reward of merit 
uoss. They ought to take the afflt 
side of the old question for debate 
to come up In the literary societies 30 years 
ago: 'Resolved, That the hope of reward Is 
a greater Incentive to action than the fear 
of punishment.' They'd find themselves less 
often called before a Judicial board of in
quiry, 1 think."

after some
Saving a lot of 

car transit. Ou 
giv

•% >#3 for which a grave 
ng up, placed In g 

name and date, aufl 
ed In a general receptacle."r traction con

lug good uer 
he rittshu LARGEST GORILLA EVER SBOT.rlbu 

mien, w

HAVING FUN IN A B0X0M0BILE

A great number of articles have been writ
ten regarding the speed of modern lenaea, 
and one lens manufacturer advertises his 
make of lens ns being speedy enough to catch 
a Hash of lightning. To the average person 
this seems almost a miracle, yet there Is no 
subject that the amateur may select which 
Is more easily photographed than a dash of 
lightning, and there are few subjects which 
make a more artistic photograph.

Mr. Richard 8. Barrett, of Rnugertles, N. Y., 
this photograph, tells how It was

This Is the whole secret of success. When a 
thunderstorm occurs lenm the direction of 
Its approach and point and focus the camera 
In that direction. If a box camera le used 
no focusing Is needed: If a cycle model Is 
used focus at a hundred or more feet, the 
camera resting on a tripod or other support. 
Uncap the lens or open the shutter, and 
leave open until a brilliant flash makes Its 
appearance within the field of the lens, then 
close the shutter or cap the lens at once, and 
you will find that you have a negative which 
upon development will give you a flash of 
lightning photo.

"Pay no attention to the minor flashes or 
to what la called sheet lightning, as both 
forms only add to the detail of your nega
tive. Walt for the brilliant flash of chain 
lightning and the river of light will with Its 
great intensity photograph Itself."

The photograph which the writer shows 
waa J]*de a single lens costing less

who took

"The exposure must be made at night
There are now 886,000 foreign residents tn 

Switzerland; 155,000 of these have settled 
since 1800.

APPEARANCE OF THE FIRST STEAMBOAT.
E. Л. atrettou. of Cheltenham, England, observation. Notice the sta 

recently caught bis «on and three playmates front and the speed lever 
Indulging In the very exciting and expeuelve only departure from a "m 
sport of motoring In the back yard. Here I* l« the very high tonneau, 
a photograph which b« took of a car they had Petrol "boxes, 
constructed. They cnlllt a boxomoblle. The structed, are espr 
lugvnlousncss of the details Is quite a re- In England nearly 
markable example of n Iwy’s clever and quick pclled with petrol.

at the^slde. The 
odel" touring car

Flore la a pie 
In the fact the 
practical etc-

turc whose chief Interest lies by what wn 
t II shows the beginnings of first practical 

navigation, Inasmuch ns it of Lord Dunda 
represents the proposal made by Jonathan Charlotte Dunda 
Hull, of England, ns long ago as 1787, for "a and, like null's 
machine for carrying ships In and out of bar- by a paddle at 
bor against wind and tide." the new boat

Hull's Invention was greatly Improved upon nel and tho i
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Lord Rncon was the youngest bni 
ever made a king's counsel. Пе was 20 
he became king'» counsel, In 1500.

rom which the body Is con- 
dnlly appropriate, b 

all automobll
ll's steamboat, was propelled 
t the stem, hut the paddle of 
was Inclosed In an arched tun- 

altogether Wholly 1m-

ecause 
es are pro- ffHSHSSS EHHSSSSSby Joseph Conrad, and the stuffed body Is most ferocious beasts encountered In the 

now on exhibition In a European perambulat- Jungles.
Ing circus. This gigantic and powerful aul- The illustration shows him a few home 
mal, taken only after a desperate struggle, after death, supported by three natives, whî 
measured more than seven feet In height and took part In the monster’s death

machine

Cheesewring Bock. Christ’s Coat Of Arms.

I ' 'НІз£$
Wishing to show him the utmoat poa 

honor, some of the great noblemen of It 
formally decided to admit Jesus Christ na n 
member of their knightly order, and conae* 
qnently they awarded to him thecont-of-агть 
which Is shown In the accompanying picture. 
Conspicuous In It Is a black cross, which Is 
mounted on three green bille. In a field of 
gold, and which Is covered with n double 
crown of stars and fhnrns.

For centuries a crosa has been uaed on the 
crests of distinguished families and on the 

•us nations, and therefore it was 
that these pious Brazilian noblc-

Thls curious rock formation, known local
ly ns the "Cheeeewrlng." Is 32 feet high 
and situated lu Cornwall. England. A re
markable thing about It Is that 
the upper slabs of stone overhang the base 
by many feet, so that to the nervous visitor 
It seems inevitable that the mass shall come 
tumbling about Ills ears before he has oppor
tunity to get out of range.

Hut the "Cheesowrlng" will not t 
In a ijurry. npparnnfly. For centurie* It has 
endured, unshaken by the fiercest hurricanes
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Pencil In Ber Face. Gigantic Aloe.several of
v-л

A remarkable case comes from Plttsbu 
Pa. It seems that a girl seven year» 
came to the clinic of the Pittsburg Dental 
College. She showed a slight wound on the 
right cheek which bad lately healed. She 

ends nee that she had 
ctft her Jaw so that a 

to aew It up. But there still 
be something wrong. There was 
icath the wound, and no dentist 
anything wrong with the teeth, 

geons consulted noticed that there 
was a distinct hard substance In fro 
Jawbone, and that It appeared to be mo 
When the lump was pressed the ties 
■kin In front of the right ear moved as It 
some substance extended from the mouth 

agreed that noth! 
hoot on Incision to find 
tissues, and the parent» of

This plant, known as the Century aloe, waft 
photographed last October by an ameteui 
photographer at Rockville. Hautvllle, St. 
Petersport, Island of Ouernevy, Dugllsli 
Channel, where It grew In the yard of thd 
Friendly Society Medical Association, an»' 
at that time brought forth Its flower, whlcti1 
was one hundred years In maturing. lut 
blossom stem was thirty-nine feet high* 
twelve Inches In diameter at Its base anS 
contained fortv-one chistera of bright yeÜ
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to the ear. The doctors 
could be done wit 
what was In the 
the child agreed to It.

The aurgeon cut Into the cheek st the 
place lately healed, and the scalpel at once 
touched something hard. Tweezers were

Üï.lï-v~

Italian Brigandage. Magnetic Persons. Saw Peter The Great.
Brigands are constantly giving tronblc to 

the Italian government, which seems rather 
strange In view of the fact that rewards are 
assured to any persona who wage a success
ful war against these law breakers.

According to on edict which dates back to

IProfessor Muranl, 
scientist, says that 
a strange nwigunlc or 
which produces very rurlou» results.

A few days ago while he was at work on 
some electrical experiment, one of hl« friends 
suddenly entered the room, and at 
moment tho needle of bin gulvunouieter 
moved to and fro very rapidly. Ho was 
enrv that his friend had In one of his pockets 
either • magnet or some other electrical In
strument. and In order to convince him that 
be was mistaken his friend removed all his 
clothes. To the Professor's surprise the gal
vanometer continued to act Just ns though 
a powerful magnet was near It, and the closer 
his friend approached the more marked tts 

o. Moreover, the front of the 
i It In the

a distinguished Italian 
certain persons possess 

electric Influence,

Leading Russian Journal» are now proudly 
drawing attention to the fact that there 
has been for some time In the hospital at 
Tomsk a man who has lived for more than 
two hundred year». Knowing well that the 
public would be loth to believe such a 
story unless ample evidence or tts truth 
were forthcoming, they further point oat 
that they have carefully examined hi» birth 
and marriage certificate» and can testify 
that bis married life lasted forty-seven year» 
and that he haa been a widower one hundred 
and twenty five year».

Tlila wonderful old man haa been bed
ridden for some time, but bis brain Is aa 
clear a* ever It was, and nothing pleaeee 
him more than to tell visitors how he once 
had the good fortune to eee Peter the Great 
and Queen Catherine.

;

Êten should
able emblem of our 

og її I zed as one of the grandees of Brazil, and
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Imre aelecctcd It na the most suit- 
Lord when they desired

the samethe time when the Popo was all powerful In 
Italy, and which la still In force, any one 
who captures a brigand alive and who hands 
him over to Justice la entitled to a reward of 
$000; any one who kills a brigand 
celve a reward of $500; any one who captures 
a brigand chief will get $1,200, and any, 
brigand who betrays an accomplice will be* 
pardoned for hla past crimes and will receive 
$100 as on additional reward. This last re
ward line very seldom been paid, since Ital
ian brigands arc not accustomed to betray

іthat ever awept In from the ocean's vaet 
told over a bsrren moor. Some antiqua
rians contend that the pH» was erected by 
the Druids and worshipped na an Idol, though 
certain geologists hold that the singular 
formation was slowly uncovered by the 
gradual washing away of the surface of the 
earth which surrmmds It. Atmospheric In
fluences have, no doubt, played their part In 
molding the pile Into Its present shape.

As a curiosity the "Cheesewrlng" Is al
most n match for the "Chimney" on Thuu- 
fler Mountain, Idaho.

The average age at death of people who 
le by accident Is 85% years.

t-of-nrms.

mlsaed living In four reigns.

The Homestead mille produce, with about 
4.000 men. three times as much steel as the 
Krupp works produce with 11,000.

will re used, and, to the 
wooden slate 
another a Item 
w»» removed, with the 
broken. It waa then clear

fell down the stairs she must have 
he elute pencil Into 

part of It had broken 
that the point waa not visible to the physi
cian who first sewed up the wound.

The peculiar feature of the Incident 1» 
that a piece of pencil three and one-half 
Inches long should have made lu way 
between the bones of the skull In the only 
possible way that It could have found en
trance. Here Is a picture of an adult skull, 
with a bit of peucll of this length Inserted 
to show exactly how this one was forced 
In by accident, but It must uot be forgotten 
that the child was only seven years old and 
the skull Is much smaller than that shown 
here. It Is especially remarkable that the 
point of the pencil did not Injure the exter
nal maxillary artery, since the 
pencil must have reached It, 
it, otherwise the child might have 
death very quickly.

rprlse of all, half of a
pencil wflk palled oat. After
pt the other half of the peucll low flowers, averaging

bage heads. The вренга 
plant resemble the urdlna 
incus raised hereabout.

thi century speck*
Tr cih2centre un- 

at when theaction became 
body acted on 
positive pole 
negative pole.

child
her cheek, but a 

off In the wound, so
ue manner aa the 
and the back as amagnet

Peculiar Ice Coat.The biggest hedges In Engle: 
Barn, In Bncklnhamshlre. Th 
80/eet high.

Hall
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LARGEST BAYSTACK IN TBE WORLD. While traveling over a mountain In Gera)
many recently a tourist saw the curious sight 
which Is reproduced In the accompanying1 
picture. There arc telegraph poles ou the! 
road which passes over the mountain, and; 
two of them were completely covered wltlt 
Ice. Moreover, one had been torn from the 

vented

CROCODILES BIS PARTICULAR PETS. In Australia the hayatacks are of enor- Theee enormous haystacks frequently con- city I 
moue else. Ah In England, Immense quan- talu some thousands <>f tons of hay. The of th
titles of hay are stored out of doors and, accompanying Illustration shows the largest feet,
like their English models, the great atacks of these In procem of construction. It was $ev 
are built with picturesque peaked roof line» the largest haystack In the world and was
and smooth well raked sides. It Is a common situated In the district of Victoria. The
sight lu Australia, however, to see a bay stack length of this mammoth stack, when 
several times the site of the barn which plete, was 208 feet, while Its width was 07
booses the rest of the crops of the farm. feet. In other words practically a New York

block and a half In length. The height 
e stack when finished was nearly 100

era! weeks were required, with the aid 
of a score of wagons, to construct the great 
haystack. It was afterward ground up 
chaff to supply a part of the fodder fo 
horses In the South African War.
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Very Long Signatures.- ■;'ж:
The Duc De Veragua, saye a French Journal, 

hrougb America entered oue 
olUce In Chicago and asked 
uld cost to send a message 
rds to Columbus, U. 
lits," replied the clerk, 
ide the stguatureï" asked

while traveling t 
day a telegraph 
bow much It wo 
containing 

"Twenty-I 
"Does tbu 

the Duke.
"ïes," was the 
"But suppose th 

asked the Duke. 
"That doesn't 

iswered 
ke w

five ce:... шШІ
gj e signature le rather long У

make the slightest dlffer-
tbe clerk.

rote the lo words which formed 
nd then algued bis name as fol-

“Se Du
the mesaage a

"Crletoba 
de la Carda Ramlr 
Almlraute y Adda
Marquee de la Jamaica, Duc de Veragua y 
de la Vega, Grande de Espana, Senador del 
Reno, Caballero de la Insigne Orden del Tor- 
son de Ого, Grand Crus de la Concepclou de 
Vllluvlelosa, Gentil Uoinbre de Camara del 
Re de Espana."

The clerk, lt le raid, almost fainted when 
he sew Ibis signature.

fey ’S'-::'*h-r* і de Toledo y Larreate, 
va de Baquedauo y Gante, 
ntado Mayor de las Indies, ; "When man yearns for the nffwtloaate large audiences In Germany, 

companionship of antmals of * lower order a dozen or more of the reptiles he hae sue- 
there is no telling lo what dlreetlon hla taste ceeded In taming and handling without dan-
may lie. Here Is a gentlomau who affects ger to himself. They appear to be fond of
crocodilej and who confeoaes that he hae a their master and respond readily to the
perfect passion for such extraordinary pets, names ho baa boetowed upon them. The pic-
Hu Is now engaged In exhibiting dally a col- ture shows the "reptle king" In the act of
lection of crocodlee flar A» exteiWÉeemef cnceealn* one of hla strange pets.
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