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Dominion Ready to Take Her Proper Place in
Maintaining Inviolability and Integrity of -
' the Empire.

Following is a more extended report
than has previously' appeared in our
columns of last Monday’'s debate on
Canada’s naval policy in the House of
Commons at Ottawa:

Canada, through her representatives
in ' parliament, sent to the Mother
Country and to the world on Monday
g unanimous message of imperial loy-
alty, and a pregnant announcement
that the premier overseas dominion
was ready to take her proper place in
maintaining the inviolability and integ-
rity-of the Empire. A resolution, pro-
posed by Sir Wilfrid Laurier in sub-
stitution for the one proposed by Hon.
Geo. E. Foster, respecting. the assump-
tion by Canada of her own coast de-
fence, was accepted unanimously, af-
ter a debate of particularly high or-
der, free from political bias and in con-
sonance with the dignity and imperial
pértent of the subject. ]

The premier’s resolution, voicing the
sentiment on the whole people of Can-
ada, declared in brief that parliament
approved of any necessary expenditure
designed to promote the speedy or-
ganization of a Canadian naval service
in co-operation With the imperial navy,
and it expressed the conviction that
whenever the need arose the Canadian
peoplg would be found ready to make
any sacrifice that might be required to
maintain the honor and integrity of the
Empire,

The occasion was mgrked by a sig-
nificent impressiveness in accordance
with :

An Event of Critical Moment

to the history of the Dominion. The
public galleries were crowded to an ex-
tent only associated with parliament-
ary events of first importance. The
members were out in full force and over
all .brooked a spirit of gravity that
seemed to havg been reflected from
across the seas. For the time being
party issues were forgotten in the com-
mon thought that Canada was about
to make her response to the call to
duty, and there was an intense hush
as, first Mr. Foster, then the prime
minister, and after him Mr. Borden
volced the sentiments which have
found so acute an expression through-
out Canada during the past few days.

Mr. Foster’s speech in moving his
resolution was delivered with a due
sense of responsibility. It was lofty
in tone throughout, picturesquely
phrased and broadly imperialistic in
mpirit, but it lacked definiteness in a
respect resembling the resolution it-
self. Norrowed down, Mr.  Foster's
plea ‘was that the time had arrived
when Canada should undertake a share
of the burden of

Imperial Defence

by constructing coast defence works
as a necessary and permanent basis;
creating an auxiliary fleet, and de-
veloping steel shipbuilding enterprises
on both sides of the Atlantic and Pa-
cific coasts. It was only incidentally
that he alluded to recent developments,
and it was to assure the government
that if they.  resolved to assist the
mother country in the present supposed
crisis, either in the way of contribut-
ing Dreadnoughts or money, the oppo-
sition would be behind them,

It was an occasion on which much
was expected from the prime minister,
and he rose to it in a speech that was
eloquent, dignified, frank and coura-
geous. While agreeing in the main with
the resolution, he commented upon' its
indefiniteness, and upon the corre-
sponding vagueness of the mover’s
speech. Canada, he claimed, had al-
ready done much and was willing to
do more in the fulfilment of her duty
to the Empire, but the government de-
clined to be stampeded by any wave of
popular enthusiasm into a hasty and
{ll-considered action. The policy of
the Dominion with reference to the de-
fence had been laid down at the im-
peria] conference in 1902, and to that
they adhered. It was a policy which
had never been challenged and which
the other overseas dominions had fol-
fowed, and which had been endorsed by
men like 'Deakin, Milner and Tupper.
It was true that Canada had not done
as much for nava] defence as for the
militia, but a beginning could be made
upon the lines suggested at the 1907
conference by the creation of a

Nucleus of a Navy
controlled by the Dominion government
in co-operation with the imperial navy.
The principle of autonomy was to be
preserved, however, and as a first step
there should be a consultation with the
imperial authorities and navy experts.
It might be that Germahy was con-
templating an effort to wrest the su-
premacy of the seas from Britaln, but
he did not think there was cause to
be unduly alarmed.

“But,” declared Sir Wilfrid in an im-
pressive peroration, “if the day should
come when the supremacy of Britain
on the high seas is challenged, it will
be the duty of all the daughter nations
to

Close Around the Old Motherland

and T would deem it my duty to stump
the country with all the life and energy
left to me, and endeavor to impress
upon my fellow-countrymen the cer-
tainty that the salvation of England
meant the salvation of our own coun-
try and of everything we value dear
in life.”

Mr. Borden, who followed, main-
tained the high plane set by Mr. Fos-
ter and the prime minister, and while
accepting in main Sir Wilfrid’s pro-
nouncement, suggested several amend-
ments to the prime jminister's resolu-
tion which he thought would give
greater point to the message. Sir Wil-
frid accepted the changes proposed by
the leader of the opposition, and after
a series of able speeches, it was car-
ried unanimously.

The Rt. Hon. James Bryce, British
ambassador to Washington, occupied a

seat on the floor of the House during
the debate.

Hon, Mr. Foster moved a resolution
declaring that Canada should no longer
delay in assuming her proper share of
the responsibility and financial burden
incident to the suitable protection of
her exposed coast line and great sea-
ports,

Sir Wilfrid’s Laurier's Speech.

Sir Wilfrjd Laurier replying proposed
a resolution accepting the spirit of
Mr. Foster’s resolution, but going fur<
ther to state that Canada realized the
necessity of assuming with her grow-
ing population and wealth, a grad-
ually increasing share of the burden of
both military and naval defence, and
of providing adequately, as a self-gov-
erning dominion, for her own rational
defence. The resolution gives in effect
a restatement of the policy on the
question of imperial defence laid down
by the Canadian ministers in a mem-
orandum submitted at the colonial con-
ference in 1902. It concludes with a
statement that in case of need Can-
ada is prepared to devote her whole
resources in men and money to the
defence of the Empire,

Sir Wilfrid noted the steps already
taken by Canada along the line of
gradually working out a general
scheme of defence in co-operation with
the imperia] war office. In militia or-
ganization much had already been done
toward 'the developing of an effective
defence organization in Canada along
the same pattern as obtains in the
imperia] army. What Canada could
now do in the matter of taking further
action along nava] lines was, said Sir
Wilfrid, a matter for careful and ma-
ture deliberation after consultation
‘with the imperial authorities and get-
ting advice from naval] experts.

Sir Wilfrid, who was greeted with
much desk pounding on the part of
members to the right of the Speaker,
said that little exception could be
taken by any one to the arguments
advanced by Mr. Foster in support of
his resolution. As for himself he
would take but little exception to it.
After congratulating the member for
North Toronto on the ‘“temperate and
moderate manner in which he had ap-
proached a difficult and very im-
portant subject,”” the premier said:
“My only objection is that the conclu-
sions reached

Have Been Too Indefinite.

The resolution was not drafted as ¢lear
as the crystal water of a mountgin |
brook. , My honorable friend did net
define what was the policy that he
would like us to take up as explicitely
as I would have desired.” After quot-
ing the words of Mr. Foster’s resolu-
tion, Sir Wilfrid went on to say that
the only interpretation he could give
these words was that Canada had been
remiss in the duty she owes herself in
providing for her own defence. , This,
he thought, was somewhat surprising,
in view of the fact that Canada had
no quarre] with any one and that she
does not desire territorial aggrandize-
ment. That she occupies geographi-
cally an isolated position and that she
has only one neighbor; with whom she
has been at/ peace for one hundred
years.

“Let me say,” continued Sir Wilfrid,
“that if Canada had been remiss in the
duty she owes to the Empire, we are
not conscious of it. We will not for a
moment admit the impeachment. We
are British subjects, Canada is one of
the daughter nations of ine Empire,
and we realize to the full the

Rights and Obligations

which are involved in that proud title.
It has been, it is and shall always be
our unalterable determination to meet
and to carry out every duty which is
implied by the title of British subjects.
Nay, more, not only wil] Canada fulfil
every obligation which is implied by
that title, but I think I can 'say we will
rise to every sacrifice that may be
needed in order to maintain the unim-
paired rank and status which is occu-
pied by Canada in the British Empire,
and the rank and status which is
maintained by the British Empire
throughout the world. We are not to
be carried away, we are not to be
stampeded by transitory events of the
moment from what has been a settled
policy and deliberate course which we
have laid down, by any hasty, feverish
action, however spectacular such action
may be. It behooves us to act as free
men; it behooves us to look at our po-
sition calmly and deliberately, to re-
view the situation, as it is to ascertain
where we are, and tb determine whe-
ther we shal] alter, or whether we shall
persist in the course which we have
adopted long ago.”

Sir Wilfrid was quite willing to
agree with Mr. Foster that the ques-
tion was one which should be ap-
proached, not only from the viewpoint
of Canada, but from the

Viewpoint of the Empire

at large. The British Empire was the
greatest phenomenon recorded in the
pages . of history. The empires of
Rome, Alexander, Charlemagne and
Napoleon were built and maintained
by force, and the moment force ceased
these empires crumbled. The Empire
of Britain had been founded less on
war than on discovery and colonization
and it had been maintained only by the
free will and consent of the people
who now acknowledge British supre-
macy. To-day the Empire is compos-
ed of a galaxy of nations proud of their
allegiance to the British crown, and
proud also of their independence, and
although they may have a common aim
each has reserved to itself the duty
and right to develop its own resources
and to attain its aim according to its
own views, and by its own method
which may be best suited to the pe-
culiar circumstances of each.”

even in the matter of defence as to.
which there should be‘a -
., ~Common  Aspiration,

the daughter nations have insisted that
they should presesve their local auton=
omy. “Let us not disguise the fact from
ourselves,”’. he  said,” “that at_present
there is a passing wave in which we can
trace anger, ¢énthusigsm and fear.and
which may be calculated by some to
force us to'depart'from our poticy and
to contribute at once to the British
'navy. Let us view this question as it
is. This question is not new; we aref
familiar with it. I will nét say it was
as old as the hills but it is as 6ld as
the confederation itself and it comes
to the front periodically. It presented
itself in the concrete form at the im-
perial conference in 1902 to those who
were there assembled from al] parts of
the British Empire. - The propgsition
was' placed -before us that all the self-
governing. dominions of the British
Empire should contribute to the navy.
The Canadian ministers who were at-
tending that conference did not view
the project with any favor. They re-
ceived this statement with respect, but
declined to accept it and they present-
ed their views in another form.”

Sir Wilfrid then quoted Canada’s at-
titude on the matter of defence as
shown in the records of the colonial
conference and said: ‘This paper has
been sometimes criticized, but it has
never yet been challenged so far as I
know. At al] events it has never yet
been challenged on the floor of this
House, and if I understand the ob-
servations of my hon. friend aright, he
does not now dissent from the proposi-
tion which is therein made,

Sir Wilfrid went on to show that

Capnada Was Not Alone

in adhering to the policy of complete
local autonomy in ‘respect to the mat-
ter of defence. The Australian Com-
monwealth had started out with a cash
contribytion, but since had reverted to
a policy of constructing coast defence
vessels: Lord Milner in his speech in
Toronto had declared that he had never
been a great advocate of contributions
by the colonies, but preferred that aid
from the daughter nations should take
the form most consistent with their
complete autonomy, Then Sir Charles
Tupper, in a proposal that a tax should
be placed on the colonies for defence
purposes, declared that such a proposal
was “unheard of, mistaken and fraught
with danger.”

“If I understand the honorable mem-
ber aright,” continuéd the premier, “he
rather insisted that something be done,
but what particular form in which it
should be done, whether by a contribu-
tion to the !mperial treasury or by the
development of our .own naval re-
sources, he left an open question. Well,
to us it is not an open question, and
we see no reason in anything that has
taken place recently to depart from the
policy that we laid down in 1902. It
may be said that this was our policy
and that we have not lived up to it.”

Sir Wilfrid admitted that the gov-
ernment had not dong a great deal in
the development of a policy, not as
much as he would have wished, but
this was a matter which once entered
upon there was no end to the demands
which arose. In connection with the
land forces, Canada had reason to be
proud  of ‘her achievements. The im-
perial expenditure 'had béér lightened
by taking over Halifax and Esquimalt,
rand the Canpdian expenditure had
risen from two and a half to six mil-
lions. An army had been gathered at
Quebec last summer which ‘had called
forth warm praise from Lord Roberts.

“Mr, Foster,” said ‘the premier, “had
concluded by saying that if it were
decided to offer a Dreadnought, that
determination would be acceptable to
the opposition. This brings us  to
something which no subject of Brit-
ain will or can ignore. For one~hun-
dred years

British Supremacy on the Seas |

has been so absolute that it was not
supposed by anyone that it would ever
be disputed by any nation. But this is
an age when events happen very fast.
We have learned lately that the fore-
most military power of the world at
present is contemplating perhaps, to
contend with Great Britain on the high
seas; we have, perhaps reason to be-
lieve, as we have just learned, that
Germany is building more ships than
Great Britain, and.building them more
rapidly. Possibly there is a conclusion
to be drawn from this, and the only
conclusion is that Germany  intends,
sometime, to do with Great Britain on
the high seas what she has done with
France on Iland. Everybody knows
that Prussia had for years been silent-
ly preparing to cope with France which
up to that time had been the greatest
military nation in the world; Prussia
waited its opportunity and when that
opportunity came, delivered a mortal
blow. If it be true that Germany s
organizing on the high sea no British
subject can afford to be indifferent to
the prospect.

“For my part,” said Sir Wilfrid, “I
do not think the danger is imminent.
We have the testimony of a great
crgan of English public opinion, that
Britain can cope with Germany alone
without the assistance of the British
colonies. We know that the British
government in response to the gener-
ous offer made by New Zealand of a
Dreadnought, postponed its acceptance.
But although I do not believe that the"
danger is imminent I have no hesita-
tion in saying it would be folly to sleep
in a sense of the fullest security. Vigi-
lance, and eternal vigilance, must be
the watchword to-day, not only ,in
England but in Canada, and in every
other part of the British Empire. On
more than one occasion I have said
that I would deprecate 'Canada being
drawn into the vortex of militarism in
Europe. The situation of Europe to-
day cannot be characterized as other
than madness. Every nation there is
living in a condition of armed peace
almost as intolerable as war. England
is the one nation which

Has Not Lost Her Head,

which has refused to adopt conscrip-
tion and sacrifice her children on the
altar of this insatiable moloch. I
hope the day shall never come when
we will be drawn into the conflicts
of Europe, but I have no hesitation in
saying that the supremacy of the Bri-
tish Empire is absolutely essential
not only to the maintenance of
that Empire, but to the civilization of
the world. I have nop hesitation in
saying that the supremacy of the
British Empire on the sea must be
maintained in the high degree of ef-
ficiency it has occupied during the last

Proceeding, Sir Wilfrid argued that

«

one hundred years. I have no hesita-
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tion im saying “also that if the .day
should come when the supremacy of
Britain on a&e high seas i challenged,
it will be theé duty of all the daughter
nations to close around the mothes~
land and make a rampart about her to
ward off any attack. I hope that the
day will never come, but-should it come.
I should deem,it to be my duty to de-
vote what would be left of my life and
energy to stump the country and en-
deavor to impress upon my fellow-
countrymen, especially my compatriots
in the province of Quebec, the convic-
tion that the salvation of England is
the galvation of our own country; that
therein lies the civil and religious
freedom, and al] that is of value in
this life.”

Premier’s Amendment.

Sir Wilfrid then moved the following
amendment: “That this House fully
recognizes the duty of the people of
Canada, that. ynder the present con-
stitutional relations between the
motherland and the self-governing do-
minions, payment of any stated con-
tribution to the imperial treasury for
naval or military purposes would not,
so far as Canada is concerned, be a
satisfactory solution of the question of
defence. This House has observed
with satisfaction the relief afforded in
the recent years to the taxpayers of
the United Kingdom through the as-
sumption of the Canadian people of
considerable military expenditure for-
merly charged upon the British treas-
ury. This House will certainly ap-
prove of any necessary expenditure de-
signed to promote the organization of
a Canadian naval service in co-opera-
tion with and in close relation with the
imperial navy, along lines suggested
by the admiralty at the last imperial
conference, and is in full sympathy
with the view that the naval supre-
macy of Britain is essential to the se-
curity of the commerce and safety of
the Empire and peace of the world.
This House expresses its firm convic-
tion fhat whenever the need arises the
Canadian people will be found Yeady
and willing to make any sacrifice that
is required to give the imperial au-
thorities. the most loyal and hearty
co-operation in every movement for
the maintenance of the integrity ana
honor of the Empire.”

At midnight the opposition accepted
the resolution in the amended form
and it was unanimously adopted. Par-
agraph three, noting with satisfaction
Canada’s efforts in the past to relieve
the taxpayers of the mother country,
was stricken out. Paragraph four,
affirming ‘the willingness of Canada to
contribute was amended by the inser-
tion of the word ‘speedy” before or-
ganization, and paragraph two was
amended to read as follows: ‘“This
House is of the opinion that under the
present  constitutional relations be-
tween the mother country and the self-
governing deminions, the payment of
regular periodical contributions to the
imperial treasury for naval and mili-
tary purposes would not, so far as
Canada is concerned, be the most satis-
factory solution of the question of
defence.”

PORT SIMPSON WILL
** GO TO STIKINE

i
Several Trips Will Be Made
When Skeena is Not
Navigable.

There is .always a regular line of
steamers plying on the Skeena, but the
Stikine is a more neglected river. The
Hudson’s Bay Company has a number
of trading posts there, and it has been
the' custom to run one of the steamers
up that river during the time that the
water on the Skeena is too high to get
through the canyon. This year the Port
Simpson will be taken to the Stikine,
probably in July, when she will take in
the supplies for the company’s own sta-
tions and such other freight as may
offer from outsiders, making several
trips,

It is understood that a large quant-
ity of mining machinery and other sup-
plies will be taken up the Stikine river
during the spring and summer of this
year, as great developments are ex-
pected in that region. In all probability,
however, these shipments may have to
be made before the Port Simpson is
able to leave her regular run on the
Skeena.

MANY PASSENGERS
ARRIVE FROM SOUTH

Outbound Steamers of Pacific
Coast Line Will Call in
Morning.

It wasg one o'clock on Saturday when
the steamer City of Puebla arrived from
San Francisco and discharged her pas-
sengers and freight. She brought a
‘large number of gpeople from .the south,
307 -in all, of whom over thirty landed
here. The saloon passengers were: A. H.
Hall, M. Burnham, T. D. Sheldon, Mrs.
Irene Hughes, Mrs. D. O. Elander, Mrs.
H, King, Miss King, A. L. Turner, W. N.
Hours, E. L. Weaver, D. Brodie, J. Kut-
now, J. N. Jubb, W. E. Lovelock, L. J.
Marling, T. Lawler, A. J. McNeil and
wife, E. A. McEarlin and wife..

The steamer will be one day late when
she goes south, inaugurating the new
morning. sailings, which have been men-
tioned ‘before. She leaves Seattle on the
night of the Tth and will arrive here about
8 a. m¥on the 8th. Hereafter all the out-
bound steamers will call here at 8 a. m.

The Umatilla went out last evening with
a lfght passenger list. All the travel at
this time of year is_northward, and as
there will be great attractions during the
coming season the travel will be much
heavier than usual.

—P. Burns & Company, who  have
bought out the business of R. Porter
& Sons, are taking steps .to install
their cold storage plant on the pre-
mises at Douglas and Johnson streets,
A building permit for the same was
issued at the city hall this morning by
the building inspector. A permit was
given to Robert Lee for a four-roomed
house on Irving’s subdivision, Victoria
West, to cost $1,000. D’ Mair took out
a permit for a three-roomed house at
Cook street to cost $25¢

CONTRAGTORS REPORTED

TO BE VIOLATING ACT

Attention of (ocal Government
Called to Employment of
Alien Labor.

The attention of members of the lo-
cal government is being .directed to
alleged violations of the Provincial act
relative to the employmeﬁt of aliens
and the paying of lower wages t‘han
those prevailing along the E. & N. ex-
tension. It will be remembered that
a few sessions ago when the question
of exemption from taxation of new
lines of railways was proposed in the
legislature by the McBride govern-
ment the proposition was made by the
Liberal opposition that Orientals
should be prohibited from employment
if the exemption was to be allowed.
This was opposed by the members of
the present government, but as a sub-
stitute intended to make the working
men believe that their interests were
being looked after, the government ac-
cepted an amendment to the effect that
the exemption from taxatfon should
not be made if aliens when employed
were not paid wages equal to those
prevailing in the district, thus mak-
ing it in effect a fair wage clause.

Residents of Parksville and other
points along the line have made rep-
resentation that Japanese are being
employed by contractors on the line to
the exclusion of whites, and that low-
er wages are being paid. The atten-
tion of the government has been called
to this fact by H. C. Brewster, M. P.
P., but up to the present there is no
record that the government is doing
anything in the matter.

PIONEER METHODIST
MISSIONARY HONORED

Rev. Dr. Ebenezer Robson is
Entertained at Banquet at
Vancouver.

Vancouver, April 2.—Over 200 guests,
ladies and gentlemen from the differ-
ent Methodist churches of the city, as-
sembled at the banquet table in the
Pender hall last, evening to do honor
to Rev. Dr. Ebenezer Robson, on the
fiftieth anniversary of Methodism in
this province,

A, B. Erskine presided, and among
other guests was Hon, W. J. Bowser,
attorney-general; Rev. Thomas Crosby
and Mrs, Crosby, Rev. Dr. Sipprell,
and” Methodist ministers from the dif-
ferent churches of the denomination in
this city.

Hon. Mr. Bowser in his speech, ex-
pressed his gratitude for the aid given
in the administration of justice in this
country -as a result of the moral in-
spiration flowing from the efforts of
Dr. Robson and his co-workers in the
early days.

‘“The Church” was proposed by Rev.
A, M. Sanford and Thomas Cunning-
ham, The latter, as one of the oldest
Methodists in the province, had some
encouraging things to say of the work
of the mijssionaries in-the early days.

“Our Guest” was proposed by Rev, A.
E. Hetherington, of Columbjian College,
who dwelt especially on the influence
of Dr. Robson’s character on the work
of the church. Dr. Robson réplied in a
pleasant conversational tone, recalling
many stories, some of which were very
amusing, of old pioneer days, and dig-
ging up not a little of hitherto unre-
corded history as to the origin of its
customs and laws,

SUCCESSFUL SALE
OF WORK AND TEA

]
Enjoyable Afternoon Spent at
Home of Mrs. Mc-
Tavish. ¥

Mrs. McTavish’'s handsome - rooms
were never seen to better advantage
than early Friday afternoon, when
they were arrangéd for the sale of
work and tea to be held there in aid
of the Old Ladies’ Home. Great
branches of pussy willows, varying 'in’
al] stages of development, were tused
in profusion for decorative purposes,
and the effect was,6 exceedingly pic-}
turesque. Relieving these were quan-
tities of large sword ferns, green foli-
age of different sorts and daffodiles in
abundance, which lent an air of cheery
brightness to the whole.

Mrs. McTavish, handsomely gowned,
moved about welcoming the guests,
who thronged her rooms in great num-
bers, and with the most substantial
and gratifying results. About' $160
were netted for the good cause which
Mrs. McTavish has so much at heart.

In the reception hall deliclous home-
made candy’ in dainty boxes and

‘baskets, was offered for sale by = Mrs.

John Langley and Mrs. Ironsides. In
the drawing-room Mrs. W. R. Higgins
sold all sorts of quaint Easter novel-
ties; the Misses Grant and Wilson had
charge of the fancy tables, and Mrs. S.
A. Spencer sold good substantial plain
goods, all of which found a ready
market. In the dining-room delicious
tea and light refreshments were served
from tables gay with daffodiles, by a
bevy of fair maids in dainty frocks,
who were kept very -busy. Among
those noticed in attendance were: The
Misses McTavish, Smith, Henry, Jesse
and Helmcken, while Mrs. (Dr.) Bapty,
a comparative new-corher in town,.
was also & willing and most efficient
helper,

—Members of the Victoria Poultry
and Pet Stock Association are hereby
notified ' that the regular monthly
meeting has been postpghed for one
week, and will be held in the Queen’s
hote] on Tuesday, April 13th, when the
financial report for the past year will

be presented. A full attendance is re-
auested.

RESIDENTIAL
OR BUSINESS

ALDERMEN REFUSE
PERMIT: ON-YATES ST.

——

Cameron and Colwell’s, New
Stable Shut Out by a Citv
By-law.

. The members of the city counci] Fri-
day decided. that Cameron. & Calwell
cannot be allowed to build a stable on
Yates street, just east of Blanchard
street, because that part of the city is
“residential.” It is so declared by the
building by-laws, being outside the
fire limits.

Maxwell Muir, architect for the . pro-
posed building, appeared before the
members ' prior to the meeting of the
streets, bridges and sewers committee
and asked for an over-ruling of the
building inspector’s refusal of a per-
mit. He pointed out that this struc-
ture would be an advantage rather
than a detriment to the street. it
would be of brick and concrete, thor-
oughly modern in every way and fire-
proof, and ‘would cost in the neigh-
torhood of $20,000.

Ald. Stewart, whose marble works
are in the same block, objected very
strongly to any permit being granted.
There should be no stable on Yates
or Douglag street, he said.

Ald. Humber and Ald. Stewart got
into an exceedingly warm argument
over the matter, taking diametrically
opposed views, byt although they later
on continued the argument out into
the corridor they soon recovered their
good temper.

‘““This residential area idea is being
carried too far,” declared Ald. Hender-
son. “If our business men are to be
kept off-all our streets in this way
where are they to go.' Yates street up
to Blanchard is a business street and
this stable will be an improvement.”

The alderman added that on the main
street of Los Angeles, within two

doors of its best Hotel was a stable,

which'no one objected to. .

“You can’t convince me that a stable
is'an improvement or a good thing for
any street,” insisted Ald, Stewart, a
propos of a remark that the present
stables of the Victoria Transfer Com-
rany are an improvement. to Brough-
ton street from a business point of
view.

Ald. Humber and Ald. Ross agreed
with Ald. Henderson emphatically,

The mayor said there was a by-law
and the only thing he could see was
for the owner to get a petition signed
by the majority of the people in the
block. j :

“Does thig city cease as a business
place at Government or Douglas
street?” asked Ald. Humber. “This
proposed stable would be a credit any-
where, The plans show that it would
be fit to go alongside Spencer’s ar-
cade. You have got too many fool
by-laws in this city that you cannot
enforce.”

Ald., Henderson said the building by-
law would have to be amended, as it
was absurd to say that all the city
outside the fire limits was residential.

The aldermen decided that they could
not recommend the granting of a per-
mit. e

“If it had been permissible for me to
take part 'in your discussion I think
I could have proved to you that not
only is your by-law defective but that
we have an inherent right, in spite of
your by-law and petition, to erect the
building and demand that you prove it
not in accordance with your by-law,”
said Mr. Muir before he left. ‘“That
is the position we take and following
legal opinion I think I would be in a
position to advise my clients to start
in and erect the building without per-
mission and call on you to prove it il-
legal if you can. The city has never
been able to define what is busihess
or residential property. The council
is trying to do what it has no power
to do, because business pushes itself
on and cannot be hampered by your
actions.”

PATENT SYSTEM OF
RECOVERING GOLD

E. E. Emmons Proposes to Use
. New Apparatus in -
the North.

XK. B, Emmons, who is interested in
gold mining.properties in the Yukon, 1s
in the city making arrangements for
going into. the north and engaging in
operations this summer on a some-
what new plan.

At the St.” Francis hotel, Mr. Em-
inong has the model of a new dredge,
which he will take into the country. It
is a patent device known as Gilman's
Riverbed Drying Machine, At present
the ‘only place where the patent dredge
ic used is on the Spokane river. It
is. made of.steel and consists of two
elliptical -shaped structures about 18 or
20 feet. long and 8 feet wide. One is
contained ingide the other with a space
of about 18 inches between them. They
are floated to the position ‘required in
the stream and then allowed to set-
tle: to the bottom. Steel plates = with
iron bars rivetted to them fform  the
lower part of the walls and these are
forced.into the gravel, thus accommo-
dating the walls to suit the bottom.
The intervening space is filled with
gravel to the height of the water, ani
then by syphon the water is all taken
out of the enclosed space. It-is com-
pletely drained and the’ syphon con-
tinues to work automatically, keeping
the space clear of any-seepage.

The workmen  are . then able to do
theilr work on the dry bed of the stream
and can dig td bed rock. It is claimed
for the invention that these are ad-
vantages over dredging. The miner, by
this' system- can search the bed rock
carefully without danger of scattering
the gold, or of losing: that.in ' the
crevices. The . device ' weighs about
seven tons, and is far lera expensive

than the ordinary dredge. . . .

GETS PERPETUAL LEASE
OF DEADMAN’S ISLAND

Joint Stock Company to Estah-
lish Industrial Enterprises
on Famous Site.

\Ottawa, April 3.—The Ludgate lease
of Deadman’s Island is for a period of
twenty-five years at a rental of five
hundred dollars a year. It is provideg
that the lease is renewable at the enq
of every twenty-five years at a renta|
to be agreed upon, and an endorsement
on the lease provides that if the par.
ties to the lease cannot agree upon ap
amount, the rental for the ensuing

twenty-five years is to be determineg-.

by aribtration,

It was to overcome the disability
caused by this question of rental that
Mr, Weart paid his recent visit to this
city., Mr. Weart, Mr. Ludgate and
others have organized a joint stock
company which has purchased ith.
Ludgate lease with a view to exploit-
ing Deadman’s island for industrial
purposes. They will require a large
amount of money for the work and
feel they will have great difficulty in
securing it, if the question of rental is
left an open one.

What Mr, Weart asked was that the
rental should be fixed for a period of
seventy-five years from the date of tho
lease, the first twenty-five remaining
at’ five hundred dollars a year as at
present,” the second period of twenty-
five years to be at three thousand dol-
lars a year, It is possible that the mat-
ter would have been adjusted while Mr,
Weart was here had it not been for the
vigorous protest entered by the Van-
couver Board of Trade and the park
commissioners. As matters stand the
minister has promised that he: will not
interfere with the existing terms of
the lease unless the people of Van-
couver approve of his doing so.

There is no question at all, however,
that Mr, Ludgate has been granted a
lease of Deadman’s island, and that to
all.intents and purposes it is a leas
in perpetuity, as it is renewable every
twenty-five years for all time to come
in the manner indicated above,

WOULD RAISE FINES
IN BICYCLE CASES

Magistrate Jay Thinks City
Should Fix Higher
Penalty.

¢

From the remarks of Magistrate Jay
from the police court bench on Satur-
day it is probable the city council may
be asked to pass an amendment to the
present by-law to raise the fine for of-
fenders who ride machines on the side-
walk. The magistrate this morning
said: “It seems to me the ‘court should
have power to inflict a higher penalt-
in offences of this kind. At present the
fine is limited to $3, but the imposition
of .fines in the past does not appear to
have prevented the nuisance.” The
magistrate’s remarks were made
shortly before the court adjourned
after three bicycle cases had been
called and the clerk had announced
that the $3 fine had been paid in each
case.

The city prosecutor suggested that
the offenders should be brought before
the court in future instead of being al-
lowed to pay in their fines when the
charge is laid. If they had to waste
business time in appearing in court he
thought the cases might be less fre-
quent.

The by-law gives power to inflict a
higher fine for a second appearance, it
was discovered, but Magistrate Jay re-
marked that bicycle offenders for rid-
ing the wheels on the sidewalk are sel-
dom caught a second time.

The frequency with which the police
haul in offenders under this by-law has
in part acted as a preventitive, but
has not altogether stopped it. There
appears to be a large number still sin-
ning in this regard, as the magistrate
remarked. He had personally seen
three men riding machines: on Fort
street near Stanley averiue when com-
ing to the city this morning.

There- have been over fifty bicycle
cases in court during the past three
weeks, all of which have been assessed
the $3 fine. None of the offenders
have appeared in_court, the fines hav-
ing been paid when the charges were
laid.

FINEST EXHIBIT OF
MINERALS EVER SEEN

That at Seattle Will Establish
Record—Nucleus of Na-
tional Museum.

(From Saturday’s Daily.)

R. L. Broadbent, of the Geological
Survey ‘branch of the Dominion De-
partment of Mines, is here completing
a collection of the ores of British Co-
lumbia for exhibition at the Alaska-
Yukon-Pacific fair. He started in at
Medicine Hat, worked through the
Crow’s Nest Pass, the Lardo and Oso-
yoos districts, Revelstoke, Nelson and
the coast districts, and is now engaged
in securing specimens of Vancouver
island minerals. He called on Provin-
cial Mineralogist Robertson to-day.

Mr. Broadbent says the Canadian
building is ready for roofing. The de-
partment is particularly anxious to
make a thoroughly.representative col-
lection of .the minerals of this prov-
ince at the fair and the collection will
be by long odds the best of British Co-
lumbia ores which has ever been got
together. The mineral] exhibit from the
Franco-British exhibition is already in
Seattle and the whole exhibit could be
in place and ready for view by May
1st. After the fair the minerals will
be taken to Ottawa and will form the
nucleus of the mineral exhibit in the
new geological museum.

Muslin derives its name from Mosul, in
Mesopotamia, where it was originally

manufactured

)
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