A PREVALENT.

ASES IN VICTORIA

Physician’s Views on the
Subject.

as hitherto baffled the skill
physicians. Within a com-
ecent period Dr. R. Schiff-
Paul, Minn.,, who has de-
years of study to the treat-
hma, bronchitis and croup,
I a remedy for these affec-
is meeting with great suc
pr used.  With this remedy
waiting for results. It ia
ting compound to be swal-
is used by inhalation, thus
seat of disease direct. 1t
hediate and certain.  Actines
jhe mucous membrane of the
, it relieves the spasm and
instantaneously, facilitates
v expectoration, and insures
rest to those otherwise un-
except in a chair. All the
ve this remedy in stock, but
every sufferer who has ir
very other means of relief
efficacy, the doctor’s repre
Il give away a free triaf
ly as an advertisement, te
o applies within three days
Langley & Co.’s drug store,
s convincing the most skep-
ns living at a distance whe
free sample package shoula
an, Knox & Co., wholesale
anada, 374 St. Paul street,

WAY FATALITY.

Tutilation Overtake the U'n-
unate Passengers.

xico, March 1.—A wrecking
here this morning from the
sterday’s accident on the
railway. It brought 6%
had been injured in the
Dr. Alfred Bray, Dr. Fran-
nd two other surgeons whe
ht out soon after the news
r was received here. Many
left dead near the spot
rain left the rails, others
point of death, and of those
ought back ten or twelve
Iy recover. 'The train con-
coaches. Tt was chartered
from Amecameca, and ihe
under orders to run care-
s filled with pilgrims. many
en and children, at the city
proceeded slowly at first,
pping for water the engin-
hning at the rate of thirty
. About twenty-eight miles
ital, and midway between
nd 'Tenago there is a steep
On one side of the track
bck forms a high wall, on
steep descent: At a point
scent reaches down about
track makes a sharp curve
s usually run round it at
it for a reason not yet ex-
gineer of the pilgrims’ train
it without slowing down.
nils spread or the engine
ack. The engine and ten-
pbse from the coaches and
the embankment. The
ff about fifty yards farther
r coaches crushed down
ngine and tender, and the
pieces at the foot ef the
near by. Five' coaches
l so as to be little more
splintered boards and
isted iron.
¥ passengers were able to
1selves without severe in-
ey began rescuing those
ed under the wreck. Four
found with their arms
movabhle nnder the beams.
r the engine and were
fear of the flames. After
clear them had proved in
e torn loose, one of them
from the shoulder, anoth-
pm the elbow, and each of
having both arms ecrushed
terribly mangled. 'Three
11 die. Three children of
e found dead together un-
ar truck. Their mother
ith her skull crushed and
The father escaped with
shoulder, although he was
pat with the three children
ed. Fragments of arms
strewn throughout the
geveral of the bodies were
at no attempt to identify
hade. When the doctors
recking train they found
near the wreck and. five
t been taken out, because
yay of cutting them loose.
rescued first and put on
e doctors worked for five
he injured into condition
urney back. Every one
fe was spattered with
e open wound. Three
alf of their scalps. Four
gkulls.  Six women were
d in the back and abdo-
s feared they would die
iched the city. All the
that the scene at +the
the coaches during their
fvere the most horrible in

ived at the curve whare
rred at 4 o’clock, and it
ck unti) neariy midnight.
N came into the station
njured passengers were
11 length, helpless from
All the pilgrims were
e engineer and conductor
supposed to have eseap-
Yy and to havé fled to the

ife in the wreck on the
ilway was made known
ng.  Sixty-five persons
forty were injured. ‘I'he
ely to be increased. as
ers  who were brought
pcking train are expccted
hours.
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NEWS FROM ABROAD.

The Welsh Disestablishment Bill
Passes Its First Reading
in Parliament.

More About the Armenian Outrages
—Roman Bishop sShot by
a Student.

London, Feb. 28.—The Morning Post
;s informed from St. Petersburg that
pPrince Lobanoff’s appointment will not
pe gazetted until he shall have presented
nis letters of recall. ‘Although gazetted
srom the Berlin embassy a month ago,
i'rince Labanoff ‘has not taken official
eave of Emperor Franz Joseph, to
whom he was previously accredited. He
will probably not appear at his new post
in Berlin at all.

The Daily News will remark to-morrow
:hat M. de ‘Stael, Russian ambassador
0 Great Britain, failed of the appoint-
ment to the Russian foreign office be-
~ause from the first he showed the
sreatest reluctance to entertain. the idea
of a change of residence. The St. Pe-
tershurg climate does mot agree with
wim. The writer speaks highly of Prince
I.abanoff's love of peace.

The Standard’s correspondent in Vien-
na says: Prince Lobanoff, when he re-
tnrned to Vienna a week ago, considered
nis own nomination in St. Petersburg as
snally abandoned and prepared to re-
move to the Berlin enibassy. The final
Jecision to make him minister was taken
when Emperor William was in Vienna.
The emperor, the Grand Duke Vladimir
and Prince Lobanoff met at the Russian
esmbassy and frankly discussed the situ-
ation. The result wasthat the emperor
signified that he would no longer stand
in the way of the appointment. It is
<tated that the German ambassador,
¢'ount Bulenberg, and Count Kalnoky
influenced the emperor to make this de-
cision. - The correspondent states that
M. de Stael did not desire the appoini-
ment, as he feared his health would
break down in the St. Petersburg cli-
mate.

The Welsh disestablishment bill passed
its first reading. this evening withotwt a
division. The Irish land bill will be
introduced on March 4.

The Daily News correspondent in Od-
essa says: Helena Modjeska has been
forbidden to fulfil her engagement with
she Warsaw theatre. She ascribes this
prohibition to her lectures in Chicago,
and remarks that under General Gour-
ko's regime she would have been expell-
ed or arrested. Count Schouvaloff, the
new governor of Russian Poland, has
issued an order permitting telegrams
the Polish language. He attends the
social events of the Polish elite and not-
ably has improved the tone of society in
Warsaw. . ’

The Vienna correspondent of the Cen-
tral News telegraphs that a large num-
her of persons, mostly students, have
been arrested in Kief and Odessa on
suspicion that they are engaged in rev-
olutionary plots. Among the prisoners
are severak Poles and ' Jews.

Sheffield, Feb. 28.—THhe ‘Telegraph pub-
lishes the draft of a scheme proposing
that two hundred iron firms of South
Yorkshire. Lancashire, Derbyshire, Staf-
ford, Worcester and Shropshire form an
organization to be known as the midland
iron trade association, which will rega-
late the prices of all classes of manufac-
tured iron. Heavy fines will be imposed
for breaches of the agreement and a
committee of twenty will manage the af-
fairs of the association. Operatives
have consented to join. :

Tangier, Morocco, Feb. 28.—The two
car loads of salted heads of leading Ra-
ham rebels, which were taken to the
sultan by a detachment of Moorish cav-
alry, have been suspended from the main
gate of Fez, amid great rejoicing on the
part of the populace. -

Rome, Feb. 28.—A theological student
in Catanzaro shot the bishop of the dio-
cese yesterday with a revolver. 'The
bishop was wounded seriously, but ‘he
will recover. 'The student said after
his arrest that he sough revenge for the
refusal of the bishop to ordain him.

Nice, Feb. 28.—The match for the prix
metropole was contested to-day at the
international meeting of marksmen at

“Monte Carlo. De Monts won the first

prize with ten birds out of ten. Rob-

erts and Packard divided the second and |
third prizes with nine birds out of ten. |

There were thirty-three entries.

Paris. Feb. 28.—The war department
has .completed experiments with a new
gun which is guaranteed for a thousand
rounds. After three thousand rounds had
been fired with the heaviest charges of
«maokeless powder the rifle was found m
fair condition.

second. The gun is made of hard tem-
pered steel. It has a choke bore of such
construction that as the projectile moves
forward in the gun the bands of the
rifling become larger and closer, sp that

the copper forming the driving band ‘s ;
constantly set out. The discharge of gas |
hetween the projectile and the walls of |
the gun and the consequent erosion of |
The gun |

the gun are thus prevented.
has a bore of about six inches and is
between 22 and 25 feet long.

Berlin, Feb. 28.—The Koelnische-Zei-
tung says the Moscow Gaeztte reported
some time ago that Prince Lobanoff
would succeed the late M. de Giers as

. minister of foreign affairs. The prince

in that case would probably receive the

title of chancellor, which lapsed after

the death of Gortschakoff.

London. Feb. 28 —The Telegraph has a
two column dispatch from a reporter who
was sent by it to investigate the Ar-
menian outrages. It is dated Moosh,
January 23. and was sent by the Rus-
sian telegraph line from Kars. The dis-
patch records the attempts on the part
of the Turks to destroy the proofs of
outrages, and especially to obliterate the
tell tale pit dug beside the residence of
the village chief of Dellygoozan, in which
hundreds of mutilated bodies were pitted
in one confused. festering mass. Bar-
rels of oil that were originally intended

The muzzle velpeity of |
the projectile was five thousand feet per

to be used in burning villages were
poured into the pit and set on fire. 'I'he
flames failed to consume the mass, and
a stream was rdammed to wash away
the horrible evidence. Now the remains
are being removed piecemeal.

London, Feb. 28.—The Times corres-
pondent in Paris scouts the idea of a
conflict between France and the United
States over the French attitude to San
Domingo. “It is true, however,” he
says, ‘“that certain French settlers have
made all sorts of claims against which
San Domingo protests. This shows that
arbitration is necessary at the earliest
possible moment, .The principles and
traditions of the TUnited States forbid
its looking on with indifference when-
ever a European power assumes an im-
perions attitude towards any American
state, especially when as here, the citi-
zens of the U'nited States have spent
money in the country andihave capital
guaranteed by custems which the for-
eigners may menace. On the. other
hand France, which certainly has a grie-
vance against San Domingo, cannot
think of renouncing claims on the mere
refusal to accept them. The inevitable
conclusion is that the only means of set-
tlement is arbitration.”

Berlin, Feb. 28.—The reichstag debat-
ed the naval budget to-day. Dr. Leiber,
as reporter of the budget committee,
announced that the government had told
them it did not propose-to have the total
number of ironclads exceed fourteen,
and wished to replace before 1900 oniy
two of the obsolete battleships. The
admiralty’s intention was to build one
first-class cruiser and mot - more than
seven second-lass cruisers to meet the
present needs of the navy.

Representative members of the Berlin
press association met last evening to
discuss the anti-socialist bill. By a vote
of 72 to 21 they passed a resolution to
the effect that the bill was calculated 1o
endanger the free expression of opinion,
to hinder scientific inquiry and to dis-
courage literary productiveness. They
g:'alllled upon the reichstag to reect th;a

ill.

THE CUBAN TROUBLE.
Regular Troops Putting Down the Re-
volutionary ‘Element.

Havana, Feb. 28.—The committee sen!
to Santiago City by the. Baire insurgents
arrived there last night. They did not
see the governor-general, but had a long
conference with General Lachambro,
commander of the troops ordered out to
suppress the revolt. They defined the
attitude of the insurgents to the author-
ities and explained to him the reforms
that they desired. The committee are
now returning to Baire accompanied by
a delegation from the Autonomist party
in Santiago. The regular troops ovei-
took the Guantanamo insurgents last
evening and opened fire on them. The
insurgents stood their ground after they
saw that further flight would be useless.
The result of the fight is net..-known
here. Marcos Garcia, formerly a revo-
lutionary leader, but now mayor of San
cti_ Spiritus, has issued a proclamation
condemning the insurgent leaders and ex-
horting all Cuban patriots,r whatever
their party afliliations may be, to discour-
age the present revolt, which he says
cannot succeed and will result only in
harm to the island.

The insurgent band led by Marrero
near Jaguey Grand, in the province of
Matanzas, has been dispersed by the reg-
ular troops. A few of its members have
been arrested and others have been driv-
en to seek refuge far from the town.
There is as little sympathy with the in-
surgents in Matanzas, as in Havana or
Santiago. The revolt is condemned as
" hopeless and injurious to all the best in-
terests of the island. The warship In-
fanta Isabel sailed last evening for San-
tiago. The Framcisco and Urbana San-
chez, which left Sanuiago on account of
the insurrection, arrived here last night
and sailed to-day for Mexico. Don Ped-
ro Betancourt. who was active in the in-
surrection. tried to sail for Spain to-day,
but was prevented by the authorities.

Philadelphia, Feb. 28.—Marco Morales,
president of the united Cuban clubs of
this city, when asked as to the size of
the outbreak in Cuba answered: ‘“That i*
is large is proven by the fact that the
Spanish governor-general has declared
that two provinces of the island are in a
i state of siege and has proclaimed martial
law. The two points are at opposite
ends of the island nomely, Mantoza and
Santiago de Cuba. ‘Were it only the ef-
forts of a few companies‘of bandits car
rying on a guerilla warfare such strong
steps would have been unnecessary, and
a few battalions of soldiers would have
been sent out against them and very lit-
tle would have been sufficient. - This
time,” he continued, “we are well pre-
pared in every way, well organized and
armed, and it will be a bloody war. In
the last revolt the party was greatly
hampered by the lack of good arms. Now
that is all changed and we have on the
island sufficient stores to fully arm and
equip 20.000 men.”

Madrid, Feb. 28.—The Cortes devoted
! several hours to-day to the discussion of
| Cuban affairs. The ministers. expressed

entire anpproval of the action of the Cu-

ban officials. The leaders of all sections
| of the opposition, including even . the

West Indian Autonomists, offered their
! full support to all the efforts to quell the
onthrenk. Six thonsand trouvnes are held
in readiness to embark to Havana. Ail
the available troops in Porto Rico also
are ready to start for Cuba in case of
need.

¢

Nervous Peonle

An those who are all ‘tired out and have
that tired feeling and sick headache can be
relieved of all these symptoms by taking
Hood's = Sarsaparilla, which gives nerve,
mental and bodily strength and thoroughly
purifies the blcod. It also creates a good
appetite, cures indigestion, heartburn and
dyspersia. °

HOOD'S PILLS are easy to take, easy in
sction and sure in effect. 25c.

[

THE EDITORS EXPERIENCE

A SUFFERER FOR SEVERAL YEARS
FROM ACUTE DYSPEPSIA.

Food Distressed Him and it Began to?
| of the plan which my uncle and Mme. Tre-

| lawney had devised between them. - I had

Have a Weakening Effeet on the
Heart—Many Remedies Failed Before
a Cure War Fouund.

From the Canso, N.S., Breeze.
‘While newspaper men are called -upon

in their capacity of publishers to print |

from week to week words of praise spo-
ken in favor of proprietary medicines,

it is not often that the editor himself |

feels it his duty to say a good word on |
| I caught her watching us with an altogeth-

behalf of any of these preparations. And
yvet if a newspaper man has actually
found benefit from the use of a proprie-
tary medicine, why should he not make

it known to his readers, and thus per- |

haps point out to some of them the road
to renewed health. The editor of the

Breeze believes it his duty to say a few |

words of praise in favor of a remedy

that has proved an inestimable boom to
him, and to say them without any soli- |

citation on the part of the proprietors

of the medicine, who, as a matter of |
fact, had no reason to know that he was |

ailing or was using their medicine. . For
several years the editor of the Breeze

had been subject to that distressing |

complaint, dyspepsia, and only those who
have been similarly troubled can know
how much misery this trouble entails.
He had but very little appetite and what
he did eat caused an unpleasant feeling
of fullness, and made him feel languid

and heavy, often causing intense pain |

in the stomach only relieved by vomit-
ing up the food which he had taken. He
was also trouvbled with palpitation of the
beart, brought on no doubt by the dys-
pepsia. Numerous remedies alleged to

cure dyspepsia were {ried, but without | ;
YSDel | rlage ceased to move 1 heard a man’s voice

svecess, and the trouble was approach-
ing a chronic state. At the suggestion
of a ¥riend Dr. Williams' Pink Pills
were tried and relief soon followed their
use, and after a few boxes were taken
the editor was able to assert positively
that he had been cured of his dyspepsia
by 1his remedy that has proved so great
A blesging to mankind. To anyone
troubled with this complaint he would
strongly recommend Dr. Williams’ Pink
Pills. 'To newspaper men particularly
they will be fourd just the thing to im-
part health and vigor to the whole sys-
tem and enable them to pursue their

work free from that tired, despondent |
fceling so prevalent among the cralt. |

The editor of the Breeze firmly believes

that what they have done for him they |
will do for others, and he gives them his |

hearty and unsolicited endorsation.

Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills are an unfail- |

ing cure for all troubles resulting from
poverty of the blood or shattered nerves,

and where given a fair trial they never |
fail in cases like that above related. |

Sold by all dealers.or sent postpaiwt at

50 cents a box, or six boxes. for $2.00, |

by addressing the Dr. Williams’ Medi-
cine Company, Brockville, Ont., or
Schenectady, N. Y. See that the re-

gistered trade mark is on all the pack- |

ages.

STILL MANOEUVRING.

The Japs Leaving Weihaiwei for Tali-
enwan Across the Gulf.

Berlin, Feb. 28,—Viscount Aoki, Jap-
anes minister to Germany, said to-day
in an interview with a reporter of ihe
Lokal-Anzeiger:

““Without a cession of territory China
cannot reckon on a termination of the
war. I am aware that the European
powérs may intervene to prevent a ces-
sion of territory, but it is to be hoped
that the Japanese government will main-
tain its position that the conclusion of
peace, equally with the conflict, con-
cerns Japan and China alone. Foresee-
ing that the war would involve the risk
of complication with the powers, Japan
did everything to avert hostilities and
tried to settle the Corean question peac:-
ably. China made this impossible. Ja-
pan is willing at any moment to agree
to terms which are in any way accep-
table and honest.”

Chefoo, Feh. 25.—The Japanese are
evacuating their advanced’ position at
Weihaiwei. Ninghai, a town lying
about midway between Weihaiwei and
this city, has been abandoned. The
greater part of the Japanese army has
been embarked upon transports which
have left Weihaiwei for Talienwan, on
the Kwangtung peninsula, almost di-
rectly across the gulf 'of Pichili from
Weihaiwei. The Japanese landed at Ta-
Yienwan for the attack on ort Arthur,
And the new move seems to indicate that
they will now attack Shanhaikwan, a
fortified town nerth of Tientsin, with
which it is connected by railroads. Shan-
haikwan having fallen, the road to Pe-
ikn would be open. '

WANTS A DIVORCE.
The Man Claims the Woman Was Insane
at the Time of Marriage.

Baltimore, Md., March 1.—Theo Chappell,
the lawyer clubman who recently started a
series of litigations that have ended in a
suit by Mrs. Chappell for the annulment of
the ante-nuptial agreement, an action by
Mr. Chappell charging that his wife was
insane at the time of their marriage, and
also charging her brother Henry Bell with
undue influence in causing Mrs. Chappell
to leave her husband and live in Boston,
yesterday applied to the eircuit court for
an absolute divorce. 'He also asks that the
marriage be declared null and void from the
beginning. Mr. Chagpell claims that as Mrs.
Chappell did not have the intellectual
ability to comprehend an ordinary contract
on the day of the wedding, the marriage
was void from the beginning, according to
the laws of Massachussetts, and while it
does not require a decree of a court to de-
clare such a marriage void. ‘It is prefer
able,” he adds, “to have such decree in in-
terest of decency and morality.” He fur-
ther claims that he 'bad not sold or convert-
ed any of his wife’s propérty; that she has
an ample and separate estate and that she
receives as custodian of ber infant daugh-
ter Alice, by a former marriage, an allow-
ante of $1, a year for the child's sup-
port

" THE TWO HIGHWAYMEN.

come to an end. I had looked forward to it
with absolute dread, for I was well aware

already recognized that the lady’s son was

| charming in his boyish frankness, but I had

seen from the first that it was intended that
he should propose to me before the night
was ended—this night of all nights in the
year—and I was resolved on my part that
he should do nothing of the sort.

Truly, he was a gallant boy; I ean fancy
(for an old woman may surely tell her
grandchildren she once was beautiful) that
we made a pretty couple as we, danced to-
gether; I know that madame treated me
with quite unusual consideration, and once

| er delightful air of satisfaction. Krank, too,
| did his dutiful best to offer me such atten-

tions as-are proper in a_lover; and though I
| had resolved to thwart his mother and to
keep him from courting rejection, 1 could
not but enjoy the little play in which I was
| acting. 1 pictured the surprise of all the
| good folks who were watching mé, when
| the news of the morrow should reach them.

‘When the hour of our departure had come
his devotion was still undeclared, and mad-
ame looked upon me a shade less kindly, I
Ehought, when I went to take farewell of

er. *

My uncle was a great gamester, and never
known to lose his coolness. On this mgut
he had gained a large sum at the carus.
| But, for all that, I fancy he had taken a

| goodly quantity of liquor during the evening.

1 noticed that his voice was a little thick.
No sooner were we seated in his coach thaa
he lay back in a corner -and: slept peace-
i fully. Soon he was snoring.

I was thus left alone. Indeed, I could not
have talked with him had it been otherwise;
yet I now wished 1 were compelled to try,
for the excitement I was in came near to

i being unendurable..

The drive appeared interminable. I began
to think that Dick must have come eurly
and grown tired of waiting, and I KkKnew
that if he did not keep tryst my heart
would simply break. And then, frightening
me despite my eager anticipation of it, cam:
| the ftirst sign.

I saw a sudden blackness move past the
window. A pistol cracked, and as the car-

speaking sternly to the coachman and his
comapnion on the box. It struck me the
stenrness was singularly well acted; for the
sterness was singularly well acted; tor the
tirst. He happened to have a fancy for my
maid Genefer, and Dick’s bride was a sup-
erfluity once she had undertaken to make
sure .of him.

My uncle stirred in his corner, muttering
incoherently, but he was still more than

half asleep when the door of the coach was
opened, and a tall, graceful figure (how well

I knew it) stood dimly outlined against tne
darkness. The newcomer was masked and
| put a pistol at my uncle’s head.

“You ride late, sir,” he said; and I won-
{ dered at the skill with which he disguised
his voice. ‘I presume you carry firearms,
| and must ask that you will trust them to
my keeping.”’

I can hardly report my uncle’s words.
Indeed, they were not coherent, so great
was his indignation. But he gave up his
pistols and the highwayman straightaway
tflung them far into the darkness.

““Your purse,”’ hé€ continued, politely.
Then when he had received this also: *Sir
Richard Courtney’s luck at cards has pass-
ed into a proverb. Tell your friends, sir,

who will never ask for payment, for I
have no doubt I shall find them here.”’

He put the purse into his pocket. ‘‘There
| i8 a diamond ring, too,”> he said, ‘“‘and a
| watch,”” and these things he also received
i and pocketed. b, B

All this time my uncle had been cursing
him for a thief and swearing he would see
him hanged within a month upon the high-
est point of the moorland. s- for me, I
had enjoyed the proceedings to begin with,
and now I began to be afraid. Precious time
| was being wasted. There were others who
must use this road in returning from the
ball, and there was the risk of their coming
to the rescue of my dear uncle and spoiling
the plans on which so much depended.
Moreover, 1 conceived that my uncle would
be hugely amgry when he discovered how
prettily he had been deceived; it was pos-
sible he might be carried by his resentment
as to make it appear, that this mock robbery
was real, and so bring Dick to serious trou-

was ended.

The highwayman spoke again. ‘You have
a lady in your company,’” he said. *‘I must
trouble her—"’ ¢

“Scoundrel!” said my uncle, angrier than
he had been at all. ‘Do you rob helpless
women also? Oh, but you shall hang high!”’

¢ ‘Beauty,” quoted tne highwayman—and
I am sure the lady is beautiful—‘Beauty un-
adorned is best adorned.” I must ask the
lady to step from her carriage a moment
and give me her jewels, of which she surely
has no need.” x .

My uncle would have hindered me, but 1
was past him in a moment, and stepped out
of the carriage.

“Your necklet,” said the highwayman,
holding ferth his hand. g

I took the pearls from my neck and press-
ed his hand in passing it to him. “Be
quick!!” I said, in a whisper. ‘“Where is
your horse?”’

He paused a moment. ‘I saw the gleam
of a bracelet,” he said, ‘‘I must relieve you
of that also.”

Again I obeyed him, but the fear that
others would come while he stopped fooling
became more urgent. ‘‘I’m ready,” 1 whis-
pered, sb eagerly that I wonder my uncle
did not hear. “Why do you wait?”’

‘Again there was a pause. He appeared a
little disconcerted, ‘“‘And ' I think you are
wearing a ring,” he went on.

I took the ring from my finger. As I
gave it to him I clutehed his band secure in
the protecting darkness. ‘Take me!” I
said. “Take me!”

Again he was silent for a moment. When
he spoke it was in a curiously altered volce
and with a little delighted laugh.

“Dost mean it, sweet?’ he cried. ‘Come,
then!”

1 gave a scream of -alarm (a portion of the
play we had arranged together) as he caught
me round the waist and landed me upon his
horse. A moment later 1 was clinging to
him for dear life -as we dashed headlong
into the black night and went forward
across the moorland. I heard him chuckle
as my uncle roared his indignation after us.

We rode on through the darkness. At first
my excitement was so great as to render
thought impossible; moréover, the riding
was of the roughest, and I had all I could
do to keep my seat. But gradually, as I
began to grow more accustomed to my sit-
uation, I was overtaken with a most dread-
ful misgiving. The rider had bitherto
seemed like enough to Dick, for I had known
he would do his best to change his voice;
and, as for his foolish robbery, it was just
of a plece with his natural love mischief.
But now I began to feel certain that some
impositor had taken his part; that I had
eloped with another. man—and him a com-
mon highwayman. Imagine my distress! I
could concelve of no method of extricating
myself from the positon; a sense of blank
helplessness. came over me, and I could do
no more than cling tightly to the highway-
man and await the event.

We had ridden some miles, when he sud-
denly drew rein and dismounted, landing me
lightly beside him.

“Upon my soul!” he said, “here is .a
gretty adventure! Heaven knows that I

ad always a passion for the unusual, or I
should still be a humble usher in Bran-
caster Academy. But, tell me, what am I
to do with you?"

I suppose I had hoped against hope; to
find my fears were justified with a disas-

!
!

ble. It was with great relief I saw that it |

I began to think that the ball would never trous blow to me, nor could I make any an-

swer.

“I could not wish a braver sweetheart,”
he continued, speaking with an odd and at-
tractive perplexity. ‘‘But what have we
gentlemen of the road to do with wives?
Why, sweetheart, you heard the promises
of your guardian. He will surely ao his
utmost to fulfil them, and how should I
dare go to the gallows if I knew that I
left you widowed and alone? I trust a score
of maids would weep a little if poor Jack
Arthur went the common way; but God
forbid that any should remember him at a
rope’s end. It may seem that 1 am ungal-
lant, yet I protest that I do not like my
share in this adventure. Kiss me, sweert,
and then fancy I am old and very wise,
and take my counsel, which is, that you
permit me to eonduct ycu back to some
place near your home. And yet—l would
not wish a braver sweetheart!”’

And then, moved by the kindness of his
words, and his pleasant voice, I lost com-
{nnnd of myself and burst into foolish weep-
ng.
*Sir,”” I said, “I am altogether at your
mercy. I have done that which will shame
me all the rest of my days. But, indeed, I
thought you were another, my sweetheart,
whom I should have married to-merrow.”’

I fancied he spoke less gaily than before.
Perhaps he had not hoped altogether that I
would take his sage advice. ‘“Ho, ho!” he
cried, ‘‘then my good fortune is but another
theft to my account? I do not understand.
You were to have married your lover to-
morrow, and yet you entreat a stranger,
and a highwayman at that, to carry you off!
This is the maddest of adventures.™*

“Sir,” 1 said, ‘“‘my uncle stands to me in
place of father and mother.”

The highwayman chuckled, ‘“Poor child!”
he said , and softly stroked my hand,
which, it seems, he had been holding for
some minutes. ‘‘Poor child!”

‘“He would have me marry one whom I
do not love, and I began to fear that pres-
ently he would overcome me and compel—"’

‘“The old hunks!” cried the highwayman.
““You should marry whom you choose. Nay,
1 withdraw my foolish wisdom. Come with
me, and before the night is here again you
shall be Mistress Arthur. Believe me,’”’ he
added, with a pretty conceit, ‘‘believe me,
there are many who will envy you.”

“But, sir,” I interrupted,, *‘‘you forget
what I have told you. Of late I have been
closely guarded, for my uncle had discovered
that I have given my love to a yeoman of
the place, and it was arranged that he

| should stop the coach on our return from the

ball and carry me away with him.”

The highwayman laughed loudly. ‘And
that is why you did not faint or scream?”
he said. “I fell 1n love with you because
of that, and that is why I was so flattered
at your suggestion of an elopment. But
what will the real lover do? Will he stop
the coach a second time, and find the bird
flown? I warrant he will play the part ex-
actly. I should hardly be surprised to near
he had let himself be captured.”

1 could not endure his jesting. *Sir,” I
said, “I am in your hands, ana it is small
wonder you find my plight only laughable.
I have made myself a show for all the coun-
try to laugh at. Never a peddler but will
be selling ballads in a se’nnight about this
that I have done to-night. Yet'I could be-

you will help me.”

He was sober in a moment. ‘“Upon my
soul!” he said, “the case is one to puzzle a
very Solomon. I would do much to help
you, but I amm not altogether free to do so
as I would. To be frank, my life hangs up-
on my escaping out of these regions with

. all the celerity I can command. And my

| that you have given their I O U’s to one | life But listen!”

He broke off, and, kneeling, placed his ear
to the ground. Then he arose, with a cur-
ious, excited laugh. ¢(“The adventure grows
in interest,”” he said. ‘‘Here comes the
honest yeoman, and in hot haste.” ;

I ‘listened eagerly, and héard far.off the
sound of a_ horse galloping furiously along
the rough track, which was then the only
road across the great moorland. I saw a
sudden movement on the part of my com-
panion, and perceived that he was fingering
his pistols as he stood silent in the dark-
. ness.

“Not that!”” I cried, entreatingly.

“There will be need of an explanation of
some kind,”” he said; ‘‘perhaps you will un-
dertake it. I confess I have not a sufficient
gift of words, and I am a little inclined to
doubt whether your sweetheart will in the
mood for explanations. Doubtless, as a
gentleman of the road, he will ride armed.”

The sound of the hoofs grew nearer. He
was silent now and listened most attentive-
ly to the approaching sound. Presently the
rider was quite near. ’

“Dick!” I called. “Dick! all’'s well, and
I am in the company of a friend of yours
and mine.”

A moment later he was upon us, and, sure
enough, he held a pistol in his hand. He
jumped from his horse in an instant and
caught me to him, but it was the highway-
man who spoke first.

“Sir,” he said, ‘I see by the pistol you
carry that you take a proper view of the
situation. And yet I Dbelieve that every-
thing may be explained. If you will con-
sult the lady—"’

“Dick,” I said, ‘this gentleman is a
friend. He took me with him, very much
against his will, because I asked that he
would take me, and I did that because I
thought that he was you. You know our
plan. He is—"

follow, day by day, the trade which it pleas-
ed you to adogt for a single night, I an-
ticlgated you by a few minutes. We are
both of us tall men, and the lady took the
difference of voice and manner as a clever
disguise. I was engaged abotit my ordin-
ary business when she appeared to suggest
that I should elope with her. I will confess
my good luck amazed me at first, but I was
quick to embrace it; nor did I discover how
far astray my conceit had led me until the
very moment of your approach. We were
endeavoring. to devise a method of restor-
ing the lady to her friends when you ap-
peared to solve our difficulty.”

“You forget,” said Dick, doggedly; ‘“you
forget the little matter of the money and
jewels you have stolen.”

The highwayman started. * ‘Convey,’ the
wise call it,"” he replied, with some tart-
ness. ‘‘But the only course is, that I should
surrender everything to you, and then it
should be clear to you that I am no less
than a messenger of Providence to you and
the lady—a god from the machine.”

Dick was silent, his arm was about my
waist, his pistol held ready for action.

“The good uncle has been robbed of goods
and niece,” went on the highwayman, easi-
ly. “You come upon him in his distress,
hear the tale, and straightway go in pur-
suit of the thief—the good uncle called me
‘thief’—and compel him to disgorge. In
truth the least the uncle can do is to give
you the lady in return for his goods. For,
though perhaps you do not guess it, you
have shown some bravery to-night.’”’

The thing was beautifully clear. “Indeed,”
I cried, “he shall do no less. Dick, we will
go back; and I promise you shall marry me
when you will, and with his consent. Do
you see it?”

‘“He ought to do so,” said Dick, grudg-
ingly. “I suﬂfwose we must thank you, sir.””

“Oh!” sal the highwayman, lightly,
there is no need of thanks. Here are the
jewels and the purse. But  first——"" he
opened the purse and extracted some scraps
of paper—“I promised to liberate certain
poor debtors, and that promise I must
keﬁx’-"

e tore the paper into fragments and
leaped upon his horse.

“Farewell!” he cried and vanished into
the night. Nor did I hear of him again un-
til he was hanged two years afterward for
a daring robbery.

At least there was one who wept at th=
news of his death—4and she a happy wife.

‘“There is one sign that should be placed
over every letter box in the city.”
“What 1s that?” :

‘“Post no bills!"”’
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lieve you kinder than miost. I entreat tuat |

I paused. The highwayman laughed. “r’
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