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“A Week of the War  BIKERS SEND

‘ThevBriti_sh Official Commentary on France’sil
Part in the War and in Air Fighting. |

AN A PLA

- By Generar F. B. Mavurick,
- . British Director ot Military Operations.

If vou go back to the beginning of this
war—we started with a very small army
“in France, a very small regular army,
which ‘we had to sacrifice almost com-

pletely to assist in defending Paris and
.also to assist in blocking the road to

Calais. That practically exhausted our;

old regular army, and very little more
than a skcleton of it is left.” And then
after that we had to spend the best part.
of two years in building up a new army;
while making the new army we had to
fight with what we had ready, and do
our best to cooperate with the French,
and, of course, during that period the
brunt of the war fell upon the French,
and it could not be otherwise. And
now, after three years of the war, we
have our army and we are ready to take
the brunt of the fighting, and are ready

to go on taking the brunt of the ﬁght—l
ing if necessary. f

The French and English soldiers un-
derstand each other thoroughly in this
matter, and there is no jealously or dis-
cord of any kind, and the more this is

nade clear to your public, that is the

best answer to make to the German|

propaganda.

Before leaving the Western front I

must say a word or two about our old
friend the Air. I have just been able to
o through the records on the Western
front of our air service during the month
of September.

+ During that month our aeroplanes car-
#ried out 226 bombing raids, dropping
; 7,886 bombs, making 185 tons of  ex-

plosivgs, and during that same month
of September, as far as we can calculate
—I will not say it s within ten of the
right total. I will swear—the enemy has
dropped 1,000 bombs on us.

Now, bombing, of course, is a thing
which very much interests the public of
London at the present time, but it is a
very small part of the air work as a
whole in a battle. By far the most im-
portant thing is the direction of the ar-
tillery, because one big gun. will do far
more damage than thirty or forty aero-

. planes if it is properly directed, and the
numbe: of shots at batteries which were
engaged through aerial observation by
us. - The actual number of batteries suc-

' cessfully dealt with, their fire stopped,
was 1,818, and during the same period
the enemy only succeeded in ranging
on 748 of ours from the air.

That is what I may call the main re-
sults of the aeroplanes in the battle dur-
ing September, directing the shooting,
bombing being an auxiliary.

The Toll of Aeroplanes.

. *In order that the aeroplanes may di-
rect the shooting they have to be pro-
tected, and you have to have fighting
machines to keep the enemy fighting ma-
chires off, and that leads to fighting in
the air.

During the month of September we
engaged and brought down 274 German
machines. I am told that in making this

, estimate our headquarters in ' France

: yieger allows an airman credit for bring-
in;ﬂown a German machine unless he
can produce corroborative evidence, even’

‘ although the man comes back and says

? le has brought down a machine; unless
another airman or an observer on the

groind has seen him do it he gets no
credit for it. These 274 machines have
been seen by some one else to have come
down and crashed, and you may say that
this is almost certainly an underestimate.
That is the history of the main fight-
ing on the front which has been going
on; and while I am on the subject I
would like to call attention to another
small matter. ‘ _
Most of the foreign armies—and enemy
armies, too, so far as this is concerned—
have air heroes whom they advertise
very greatly, and they announce periodi-
_cally the number of machines these men
. bring down. We do not do this, and
. one of the main reasons for it is because
it is against the wishes of our airmen
themselves, and their point of view is
this: Bhey say: We belong to a service
which @ very -conspicuous; it is one

Save 50,000 Balreis Wheat —
Would Enforce Use of Baley
Flour

(Toronto News.)
Toronto bakers and millers have de-
vised a scheme to solve the nation’s bread
probléem. Barley is found to have great

which appeals to the public imagination,
and they are very anxious to hear about
our doings. But our comrades in the
trenches, who have to lead attacks over
the top of the parapets, have a far more
dangerous time than we have, and are
doing just as’vital things for the prose-
cution of the war as we are, and we wish
to be treated in the same way as they
are. We leave it to the commander in
chief to bring us to the notice of the
public in the same way as those from
the trenches.

This is the point of view of our airmen ronto.
in the matter, and therefore, because you As a result an experiment made by
do not find that Captain Sir Timothy | the Campbell Milling Company at the
Tompkins has brought down his sixty- suggestion of Prof. Harcourt, Guelph
seventh aeroplane, or whatever the num- Agrlqul.tural College, 200 bags of flour,
ber may be, you must not imagine that containing 75 per cent wheat and 25 per
we have a lot of men on our front who |cent barley, have been turned. out and
have not brought down many enemy ma- this flour has produced the finest samples
chines. They have biggér records to of bread desirable. Tht test, therefore,
their credit on the British front than any | has been accepted as a success.
other army. A secondary scheme to prevent wheat

L S .|'waste has also been decided on by the
Air Facts and Fiction, trade—namely, the elimination of the

I came across a message which was

In this way one-quarter of a million
bushels of wheat 'could be saved in To-
ronto alone yearly. The government is
now being asked to control the barley
‘market to insure proper prices for the
consumer. This decision wa¥ reached at
a recent meeting of the trade in To-

wastage arising from the = system of

circularized in the American newspa- | bread’ returns.” A recent resolution
pers to the effect that the foremost air- signed by H. E. Trent, secretary of the
man on the British front is a Canadian, |Bread and Cake Makers’ Association,
and his closest rival is an American from | refers to “the common practice of ac-
Chicago, who has accounted for twenty- |'cePting unsold bread, thus causing 2
two. The Canadian is a very good and | 8reat loss of much needed food,” and
gallant airman and has won the V. C., asks the food controller to prohibit ac-
but we have plenty more just as good, | ceptance of “returns” from hotels, res-
with a better record. As regards the |taurants and retail stores.
American airman, with twenty-two ma- The food controller has also been
chines to his credit, I have no doubt he | asked to inform the association as to
has brought down as many German ma- where the following substitutes, viz,
chines as he could, and all credit to him, | barley flour, oat flour, buckwheat flour,
but we have many men who have |corn flour and rye flour could be obtain-
brought down more than twenty-two |ed; if prices of same would be regu-
machines. As a matter of fact, the num- |lated by the food controller; if general
ber of machines brought down by an|use of the same could be made com-
officer, the officer with the record num- , pulsory, both to the bread manufacturer
ber of machines to his credit—I will not | and the consumer. -
tell you his name—is, I believe, forty- | Govt. Should Control Barley Crop.
six. He is an English airman. In the past, the 180,000,000 bushels of
I do not know where that message|barley grown in Canada every year has
came from, but I ask you gentlemen, | heretofore been used for malting pur-
who are as anxious as I am to win this | poses and™a small percentage for feeding
war by helping in every way, to avoid |and for ‘soup manufacture. Now that
that sort of information going oiut from | barley has been found of great commer-
you if you can help it. It only makes]cial value, the Bakers’ Association be-
mischief and it does no good whatever. |lieves that the government “should take
I might say a word, perhaps, on .an- |over. the entire control of the barley

d gther subject regarding the air, and that | crop.
is the Zeppelin raids. I do not know

economic food value, and the millers are!
now advocating 25 per cent barley flour.

G

(Special London Times OCable.
(Copyright, 19817).

A London Times corréspondent at
Amsterdam writes, Dec. 16: The popu-
lation of Flanders is expecting import-
ant events in consequence of the great
military movements which remind one of
October, 1914, The Telegraafs frontier
correspondént says that troops and ma-
terial are’ uninterruptedly coming from
the east front and many have already
ardved in Waas country, in the neigh-
porhood of St. Nicholas, for example,
while other columns are going farther
west. The result is terrible hardship-on
the people whose homes are requisition-

convents, even churches are converted
into hospitals. The condition of the
people is pitiable, every requisite of life
beinAappropriated by the Germans, en-
tailing increasing mortality among the
children, girls and old pedple. The Ger-
mans tak\ everything—milch cows, eggs,
medicine, Nods, linen and mattresses. A
protest agaNist the murder of Belgian
people must ovise throughout. the whole
world. German officers encourage disap-
pointed soldiers with the prospect of an
offensive - against the British with en-
ormous forces. The Germans universal-
ly believe the war will end in three
months, Ceaseless military movements
of a large number of requisitions and
universal forces of labor laying tram
lines and many other signs support the
assertion that important events are im-
minent. )

A .London Times correspondent at
Amsterdam writes Dec. 17—(Delayed)—
A striking evidence of the collapse of
{the German imperial food departments
system is furnished by the Vorwaerts,
which publishes a confidential memo-
randum showing that the rations ap-
pointed by Von Waldow’s department
are entirely insufficient for war indus-
tries workers. The paper devotes six
columns to the tevelation, the publica-
tion of which Von Waldow forbade.

The municipality of Neukoeln, a
suburb of Berlin; examined the food diffi-
culties and set forth the results in a for-
bidden memorandum. From this it ap-
pears that the rations being insufficient
for war industry weorkers, the managers
of war industries concerns, of which
there are about 1,800 situated in Neu-
koeln, following.  the - example of the
Krupps and = other. large . employers,
bought their own previsions, generally
far above the maximum prices. These

ed for military quarters; all schools,.
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provisions they retailed to the workers'\\

sometimes at prescribed prices, some-:
times more. This course at first adoptedl
by large concerns, excited the jealousy
of the smaller employers with less
means who, for the purpose of prevent-
ing trouble, received military support in
acquiring goods in this illegitimate way.
Ultimately the Neukoeln municipal
council, to prevent discontent among the
workers, itself was obliged to purchase
provisions and distribute them to the
small industries, necessitating the contra-
vention of the maximum prices.

Until the beginning of October satis-
factory conditions: were maintained by
these means, but later discontent arose
among the workers because the large
concerns, in view of the increasing food
shortage, absorbed all of the available
food. Many municipalities followed
their example. Those which have en-
deavored to obey the regulations are
confronted, in respect to the food sup-
ply, by impossible tasks in the near
future, says the memorandum,

Y. M. C. A. LADIES AUXILIARY..

The regular meeting of the Ladies’
Auxiliary of the Y. M. C. A. was held
in the institution last evening, with the
president, Mrs. H. Colby Smith, in the

ence, and arrangements were made to
hold open house in the institution on
New Year's day, as has been done every
year for some time past. It was decid-
ed to undertake in co-operation with the
Local Council of Women the sale of the
new book “The Glorious Story of the
Fighting 26th”, and to work in Queens
ward beginning Saturday morning, sub-
ject to approval of the Women’s Coun-
cil lexecutive, the money to be devoted
principally to the military Y. M. C. A.
fund. The young ladies league of the
Y. M. C. A. will be asked to share in
the work and the receipts.

FROM THE TRENCHES.

Christmas cards are beginning to comie
in from St. John and New Brunswick
officers and men at the front. The last
mail brought to some St. John people
dainty Christmas cards from “The com-
manding officer, officers, N. €. O.s and
men of the 26th Battalion (New Bruns-
wick regiment)” wishing them the com-
pliments of the season, and dated simply,
“France, 1917.” These cards mean a
great deal to the recipients who give
thought to their place of origin and all
that is going on there.

WOULD ELIVINATE

Food Controller's Committee Reports
on Food Problem—Put Six Branches
of Trade Under License

(Ottawa Journal Press.)

Recommendations calculated to pre-
vent speculative operations and to eli-
minate undue protits by retail or whole-
sale dealers in food have been made to
the food  controller by the special com-
mittee, representing the wholesale and
retail trade, which was called together
by him. The regulations recommended
by the committee are similar in their
general outline to those adopted by the
United States food administration as the
result of five months’ study of the prob-
lem, during which time more than 200
conferences were held.

The committee favored a basis of con-
trol of the handling of food products,
which would eliminate all undue profits
and yet not impose upon the manufac-
turer or merchant any unfair restrict-
jons, as compared with those upon other
elements in the community.

The committee recommended -the
adoption of a license system to be ap-
plied to six branches of the trade in food
commodities. License fees rangine from
$1 up are proposed. The committee al-
so recommended the adoption of a li-
cense system to be applied to six
branches of the trade in food commodi-
ties. License fees ranging from $1 up
are proposed. The committee alsp rec-
ommended abolition of rebate, secret
commission, and combined sales oper-
ations.

Other recommendations included in
the report are:

“Regulation of salesmen and delivery
systems, in order to reduce the costs of
distribution;

“Requirement by the food controller
of monthly returns showing stocks on
hand of certdin essential foodstuffs so as
to enable the food controller to check
overstocking and to prevent hoarding;

“Strict control over everv branch of
the trade in regard to profits. In this
connection it is proposed to limit profits
to a maximum percentage on turnover,
and in no case to allow them to exceed
the normal pre-war profits.”

The Boys’ and Girls’ C. S. E. T, clubs
of St. Luke’s church held a social last
evening. About fifty in all were pres-
ent.. Rev. E. A. Green presided, Gor-
don Foster and George,Nase gave in-
teresting addresses on the Canadian
standard efficiency tests programme.

ALL UNDUE PROFITS|

THE SUBMARNE
A0 OUR TRADE

(Maritime Merchant.)
If 2 Nova Scotia vessel owner or a
western wheat grower were asked to
name the one thing which during the
past-year had most contributed to his
 profit, what would he be likely to ans-
wer? He would probably give any ans-
wer but the right onc. For the right one
is “the German submarine.” All along
the south shore of Nova Scotia, and in
fact along the north coast and the west
coast, to say nothing of the east coast,
there are many men working in ship-
vards today who owe their present scale
of wages to the havoc the German sub-
marines have wrought on the shipping of
the world. And out in Manitoba and
Saskatchewan, where they have probably
never known such prosperity as exists
today, they can thank the submarine.
For it is Hans of the U some-thing-or-
other who has made wheat worth $2.20
at Fort William as against something
less than $1 on the Australian seaboard.
If Hans had not sunk so much shipping
there would still be lots of vessels to
cairy wheat from Australia and Argen-
tina .and to take meat and butter and
cheese from New Zealand to the Allies
on the western front; and consequently
the rates of freight for tonnage would
be smaller, the shipping business would
be far less profitable, there would be less
demand on our shipyards, and altogether
we should be making less money. If
England had the vessels to carry wheat
from whatever source she liked, the
chances are that the farmers of the
northwest would be about $200,000,000
to $250,000,000 worse off than they are
this year, and there is no doubt about
it, it was the submarine that did it.
Of course, it is probably superfluous
to remark that we should rather have
been without the money than to have
got it at the price; but as the submarine
apparently had to come, and to be con-
tended against, we in Canada ought to
be thankful that our contiguity to the
Old Country was so much of an advant-
age to us. It might have been that we
had been situated on the other side of
the earth, like Australia, in which case,
no matter how much we wanted to mar-
ket our wheat, we could not sell it. There
is no doubt that as concerns business,
Canada has really been the luckiest of
the nations in arms on the western front
up to the present time, for while we have
lost some of the best men that were ever
born, (and it looks as if we should lose
more), we are, as a people, probably
going to come out of the whole fracas

|

much better off than any other country
engaged in the awful strife.

that our own press has been very wise

in the matter, but perhaps it is not alto-
gether their fault; but, anyway, they
have attempted to produce the 1mpres-
sion in England that our airmen failed
altogether and the French airmen had
a - conspicuous success. Of course, the
facts have been made known now and
vou are no doubt familiar with them.

I would just like to point out that the:
Frenchmen brought dewn four machines
in France in broad daylight, at the end of
a very long journey, and when a great
portion of the gas had escaped from
their machines; that these machines, be-
fore they were brought down, had in the
night flown over the greater part of
northern and central France without be-
ing attacked, and they were not attacked
until it was daylight. The reason why
our attacks in England were ‘not. st
cessful was the same which led to the
destruction of the Zeppelins—the condi-
tions were so extraordinarily unfavor-
able. These are the broad facts of the
matter. .

I ‘do pot wish tp make any compari-
sons whatevel betweéen the French air
service and our own. Comparisons are
unnecessary. No French airmen would
ever think, I am certain, of comparing
the job they had against semi-crippled
machines with the task in front of our
men, who aye;attacking machines which
are completély éffective in every way, in
the middle of the night; and I ask you
to remember that our airmen have
brought down sixteen Zeppelins under
conditions of great difficulty, while theré
is no comparison between a Zeppelin fly-
ing at 16,000 feet at night and a crippled
Zeppelin flying at a few thousand feet
in the daylight. .

MEN PREFER HONEY
10 CHOGOLATES

‘Great Demand for Honey as a
Sweet 1n Soldiers’ Canteens

" L (Toronto Mail and Empire.)

YMhe principal speaker at yesterday’s
mé-eting of the Ontario Bookkeepers’ As-
sociation was E. R. Root of Medina,
Ohio, editor of Gleanings in Bee Cul-
ture, whose address consisted of a review
of the past year’s business in honey and
. forecast of the near future. As the
chief reason for the present high price
of honey he gave the very heavy de-
mand from Europe, which includes the
requirements of the men at the front.
Honey, he said, is preferred by the men
‘to chocolate as a sweet and sells at the
rate of $1.10 per pound in the canteens,
while big orders have lately been re-

VIOLINS, $5.00 UP

(Large Assortmefit)
MANDOLINS, GUITARS

ceived for packages of three ounces  in
weight ror indiviaual use. in Uhio, Mr.
Root said, honey is bringing tne extra-
ordinary price of 25 cents peér pound in
60-pound lots. He expressed satisfac-
tion at having found Canada snowbound
on his arrival at the border yesterday,
as he considers such a condition indica-
tive of a good clover crop, so necessary
for a good honey -year.

A novelty in the line of honey pack-
ages was introduced by F. W. L. Sladen,
dominion aparist,in -the form of a carton
similar to that ‘now largely used for
packing creamery butter. Candied or
granulated honey is packed in these car-
tons after the blocks have been wrap-
ped in waxed parchment or bond paper
and the package has proved very popu-
lar with customers of the experimental
farm’s apiary at Ottawa, though thé
method is as yet in the experimental
stage. The aim in adopting the new
form of package is to overcome the tin
shortage which is making it almost im-
possible to secure satisfactory metal con-
tainers for honey at the present time.

LEATHER GOODS

$4.00, $5.00, $6.00 up.
(Large Assortment)

Violin Cases. .. $2.50 to $12.00

54 King Street, St. John, N. B.

¥

OTHER SUGGESTIONS

Mouth Organs
Accordion
Auto Harp
Xylophone
Trombone
Cornet

Music Stands

.. Piccolo
Flute
Tin Whistles

Music Rolls..... $1.00 to $1.26
Music Satchels, $2.50, $3.00,

No Gift Would Be So Much
Appreciated as a Nice Piano
or Player. Piano

Sole agents for the following makes:—Heintzman & Co., Martin-
t
Orme, Karn Morris, Weber and Wormworth & Co. Pianos and Player
Pianos. Special Discounts from Now until Xmas. (BEasy Terms).

~ $21.00 to $40 0,

Victrolas and Records

- - Easy Terms

No Nicer Gift for Young or Old.

We carry a full line of Records,
our Gramophone rooms, (Ground Floor).

both black and red seal. Visit

’ SHEET MUSIC

We carry a full line
and Music Folios.

of Sheet Music

 Popular Songs and Instrumental Music,
Classical Music.........

Per Copy, 15¢c.
. Per copy, 40c.

We made a specialty of Special Or-
ders, so the customer will have the least
possible delay in obtaining music.

THE C. H. TOWNSHEND PIANO CO.

'Phone Main 703, St. John, N. B. 801 Main St., Moncton, N. B.
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MUTT AND JEFF— A SLEEPY POACHED EGG
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BY “BUD" FISHER
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OR I'LL PunCH VYou oN THE

NOW RUN ALONG .

SAY, LISTENY VLt NET HAVE ANY cM’j
AROUAD TH'S RooM, GET ME7 Now Yo
TAKE HIM Dowh: STAIRS RIGHT AWAY

Some PETS ARE ALL RIGHT BUT
CATS ARE A NUISANCE.

1§

1 WATE T0 BE ROUGH WITH JEFF
BUT IT'S FOR His OWN Goeh.
He's IMPROVING, AT THAT. HE
USED o HAVE PIGS, DuUcks

AND CHKCKENS
FoR WIS
PETS.

BeezeR.

T WANT TO PUT TWS
PET PoACHED EG6
To BED.
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