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CORN FOR FORAGE OR ENSILAGE CORN.

(lorn for foinse or (Misilasro corn imu I>i' Rrown to advaiitairi' iu almost all pnrl^

of Canada at prn^ent oociipiod t).v fanni>r~ or stin'kiiiiii. .ltiv\ilt-i liave not bren siitU-

factory in every case wli<>ro offorls liavo lici n madi- to jiro-.v it, but this has very often

been due to wrnnfr onltural methods praeti-iod or tiimiitable varieties grown, rather

than to adverse elimatic peeidiaritie-!.

Reasons for Growing Forage Corn.

The reasons for Rrowins or maUinir an nttem|)t to prow thi^ fTafr" enp vlierever

live stoek are kept in any numbers are mniKTous and eo^eiit. A feu' of th' ni f'>!lo\v:—

1. As a plant capable id' yielding' a hnve amoniii of valiia'd.' foraije under a fireat

variety i>f soil and (diniatii' eeuditinns. corn i~ without an (>i]ual.

2. When properly iire-.rved, wle tb"r as i'ii-ilai;e .ir dried, it eau be used :is material

to render other less palatable roiichi'n" more ai'eeptable t farm animals.

n. It is the best plant or crop fcr e:i-il. iuK that can b(> :,'r'- .: +0 aiK;intajrc in

Canada. It is practically a jierfeet (irop for thi> purpose, hence it hcl|, to selve the

great probli'ni of how to furnish an abund.wif and elieap supi)Iy of suceidi ut fixid for

winter or summer feediuK of ,!airy or beef cattle.

4. Wiieu prop:'rly frriwn and well iire-erved as eu-ilaffo. it is the equal of or

stiperior to roots in feeding value and I'alataliility. It can, however. Renerally spcakinc*.

be more cheaply Rrown and mi>re easily pre-erved than re. its.

'>. The labour of pr^'winsr an acre of corn is of a chnrn"ter much more agreeable

to jwrfiinn an I nuieh h-.s arduous than tliat of frrowintr an acre of roots of any

deseri))tieu.

C. Corn bein^r a cultivated or lioe<l crop serves well to clean the hir.d. that i-. free

it from weeds, -n liitiuK it for jiraiii <rrowin;r. and putting it into shape to seed dov.n

to jjrass or hay.

7. Corn is a grass feeder and m.iy be depended upon to make pjnod u-e of a never

so abutidant supply of plant fond. Il is. for this reas.m. partii'ularly wi>!I adapted tn

occupy that place in the rotatien '.vhere hnuiifyins veiretable matter au 1 a fairly

liberal supply of barn yard manure unite to supply \o\-.\' ipiantities ..f plant food

suitable fnr mot, leaf ami -leni growth rather than for s. e,l
|
r.>!!action.

8. The growing of corn on a fair prop.irlion of the araide land on the farm will

permit of keeping more cattle and so increase the revenue a-, well as augment the

manure supply so essential to the maintenance of .soil fertility.

0. Corn when preserved as ensilage, can be stored much more cheaply in much
less space than any other roughage. In addition, stored in this way it will keep

ii!»!,e.!initely and is always ready to feed.

10. In thirty .years' experience in farming in the Ottawa valley, the writer has

seen all kinds of grain crops utter failures, he has seen hay so light as to not pay

for the making, and roots and potatoes practically nil. but in all that time he has never

seen n failure in the corn crop. There has always b«>n a fairly profitable return from

tb.e fl^dds in corn.


