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very highly excited, particularly in Halifax and in those counties through winch
the road would pass.

8. Under tlior.o circniiistnni'C:;, my Government wen reiiuircd to deal with
the (jucstion thus i-aiscd, and to decide whether they would stand aloof from
this movement, and allow a ffi'eat liii,diway, which in peaee would be a tht.rouiih-
fare of nations, and in war niiglit he of vast importance, to he constructed and
eontrolled by foreiijn capitalists, or siiould at once grasp the enterprise, and by
the aid of the public funds and credit, discharge towards the country the highest
and most lci;itimate i'unctions dla vigorous Executive.

9. The latter determination was arrived at, and the opportunity was
afforded to declare their policy at a public meeting held in tiie metropolis on
the 24th, the proceedings of which will be found rcj)orted in the papers trans
mitted by tiiis mail.

10. Tills movement, which meets ni\ entire approbation, has been received
with great satisfaction by all jjaitii;.. Tile address of the citv council, with my
answer No. 3, 1 have the honour tu inclose.

11. Tile details of this measure have yet to be adjusted, and it may be
necessary to send to England some members of my (Jovernment, to communicate
more ai large with your Lordshij) in rei'erence to them.

12. In the meantime, I should be glad to be informed wiiether, r.pon sucli
pledgeo as have been regarded as >atisfactory in other colonies, being given, iJer
Majesty's Government would be dis])osed to aid Nova Scotia, with its guarantee
of such funds as she may find it necessary to borrow in England, in order to
construct this road. Tliese would not exceed SOO.OUO/. sterling, and would
probably be secured not only ni tl:e general revenues of the province, but upon
the road itself.

13. Such a guarantee would enable the province to enter the market upon
the best terms, and ePect a large saving in the accomplishment of the work.

14. 'i'he revenue of Nova Scotia is about 80,(1(10/. sterling; her debt but
87,892/. st^l ling; of which 47,892/. sterling is repriscnted by province ])aper,
on whieh no interest is paid. The permanent and indispensable charges are
about 40.0(J()/. sterhng; leaving 4(),(l()0/. of surplus revenue, available lor jjublic
imiirmeinents. The revenue has increased 4,4U(I/. within the j)resent year.
The increase on the whole year will probably be IO,()(JO/.

15. If, therefore, as I anticipate, the Legislature sustains the jmlicv of the
Government, they will have the means at their disposal to pay the'intere.-t
promptly on any loan they may rtciuire to effect.

l(i. I shall he very much gra'itied i)y an early ccmmuiatatioii of the deci-
sion of Her Majesty's (Jovernnunt on tins point, "and of tlie Urms and nutme
of the securities re(]uired.

I have, &e.
The Right Hon. E;,rl Grey, (Signed) J. HAR\ EV

l^c. &c. &-C.
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Copy of a DESPATCH from i: -I {i'n.\ to Lieuteiiant-Govenur Sir J. IIarvev.

Sir. f'oioriiil Office, Sejitdi ber 21, IS.'iO.

I\ aeknowkdgiiig yonrde-j^'rl, No. 1 90 of tlu 2.1th ultiiho, on the Md.icet
ol' the pnijecled line of lailwiiy fiein Halifax to Portliind in Maine. I liaxe to
expiC" n,v entire ap[)iMliation of tin- degive of sui'port and ( ncourairi ruent given
by yo-.r- jfiind the I'rovincial .Aijnliii^tvatiiin to this in;| ort.int undei-taking.

2. 1 r(-:ii(l the work as one e;;l(ul;ited to he of the highest service to \(!va
Scotia iind New Brunswick: and ii!>;ead of considering it as Ikely to (ndaii;jir,
by eoini-.tilion, tlic still iiioie ini|i(Htant schen;e whieh has heeii jiroposed ior
Coi.LiriMi- Ualiliix with Qui bee, I believe that it is likelv to preiiaie the wav
tor the ,\((utiop of the latter; and that it will contiibiit'e to the ^ame end',
n..niely, t.al of renderiiiij: Halifax the great poit of communieation liitween ijie

two Contiiiciiis ui i.,iuojH' and America.


