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ffuides," who shall be paid hy the United States for their services, the

article closes thus : " Providc.l always, That the necessary ferries over

?he water courses. cro««ed by the said road, shall be held and deemed to

be the property of the Chickasaw nation."
, r.i

•

i

The second article makes a pecuniary compensation to the Chicka- -

saws for " their respectful and friendly attention to the President of the

United Statrs of America, and to the request made to them, tn huname,

'"«r;jth.3^;Sjf lltrH'^ianslate these passages niithOi.ly, and

send them to the Kmpcror of China, and let him lay tiic matter before

hts coun^-llors, who never hear.l of the United States. '»
'"-T wd

'J^
in a moment, that the Min(,'o ofthe Chickasaws is a monarch, who, in hm

greatconSJnsion, has
,
"ranted the humble rc.,uestof the Pre«.dent^on

the con.iition that the petitioner shall make a pecuniary compensation,

and pay tribute, under 'the nameof ferriage, to the Chickasaws as often

as any of the President's peo,.le pass through the territory of the king of

'*"

AcSi'nTto the recent code of national morality, what is to Be the

opfrail otthis Chickasaw treaty.' .Most undoubtedly, in the first

place, the Chickasaws »u,.v close up the road, » •« f"P"''>^7^j °//„,
freat; to the contrary notwithstanding. Indeed, H.'^y must have ex-

crcised great forbearance already, as they have permitted the oad to be

open trcenty seren years, solely out of regard to this treaty
; i^f^;^^°^

gia has waited twenty-seven years before taking P^^^'^^^" °^
'i^Jj^-S

?okee territory, out of complaisance to the engagements of te United

States, which it would seem, are to be discarded as of no validity.

In the second nin.ce, none of the treaties made subsequently by he

Chickasaws aro binding upon them ; -d therefore they may reelaimiall

the lands which they have ceded to the Uni ed Statc^ Of course, he

inhabitants of West Tennessee, who now live o"/'-''^l''Vf7''.„™

wore ceded to the whites by the Chickasaws, must immediately remove.

rfthecSaaaws require it. The reason is plam. No superior can be

bound to an inferior ; but that the Chickasaws are the superiors, i. evi-

dent, as the Secretary of War says in the other case, because the em-

nhaticlanguase" of tne treaty "cannot be mistaken.
^

But it may be said, that there are other indications in the treaty of

Hopewell, that the United States assumed a superiority, beside the

Phraseology, in the instances above cited. The question is not, be it

fcmerber?d. whether the United States, at to time of he treaty of

Hopewell, were a more powerful nation than the Cherokees ;
but whe-

ther. bJng a more powerful naUon. they are o., that account exempted

from the obligation of treaties.
j «u„ „«,--

The Cherokees did. undoubtedly, place themselvc under the protec

tion of the United States, in the third article. They had formerly oeen

under the protection of the king of Great Britain ;
""this power hd

failed them It was natural that they should tccep proffers of protec-

tlon from some other quarter. This is not a new tJiing in the world.

From the time of Abraham to the present day, there have been aliances,

offensive and defensive, confederacies, and smaller states '«'? "8 f°[ P™"

tection upon the plighted faith of larger ones. But what « 'mp''«f
»n

th^ iery idea of pJot.-'tion ? Is it not that the party protected is to have


