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LETTER 11
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"*
H»vine in my last letter examined whtt yeu calt. th»,

nine p"nrhftbi8 controversy, I purpose n thu to try the

weight^^o'frour argument, drawn fromcirc-maision's being a seal

of the $ame covenant. Vide page 6^ ii.
^^„„_-_. -r _-.-.

Vou say " Circumcision was a seal of the-
«?7""^,<>^f""t*

and was a divine appomtment administered to infants." < Tba

t

?'l7the\okU or'sVl of Abraham's cov^^^^^^ evadent f^om

thevervftrstinstilutonofit, Gen xvil chap lUh verse. a«u

[he :4>o^stle teJls^us expresslJ Roman ivchap
jj

'h .verse.^bat

Abraham. received the sign of "rcumc.s.dnj
'^^l.fXhi^^^

although circumcision is indeed called
.^^ ^^'^^Ify'^^^rf^^^

wiBB of the faith, yet it was only a seal to Abraham ol .his own

S even the faith which he had before circumcision.- Jhii

^

lea he rece v^^^^
patriarchal .

capacity, and that

Tnlv as the father of the faithful. - For the Apostle .ays Romacs.

• Tchll 11 and 12 vcrseP, « He received the sign of circumcMsioij.

I sea^of the righteousness of the faith, which he had being ya
•

r.nci;iu Jicised." For what end? That he might be faUier qf all.

'

is fleshly circumcised seed. Nol for the Apostle- says, ^^ Jhai

- e mfght be the father of all them that believe, though they W
not circumcised, and the father of cireumcision to. ^ 'em_ [^f hi*

' natural seed] who are not of the cincuoKis.on, only, but aUo

' walk in the steps of that f^ith, of our father Abraham, which

he had being uicircumcised." that is, that he might be the fa-

' ther of all who believe, whether circumcised or not. Nqw it

' Abraham was not a father to his natural seed,, in that capacity

in which circumcision sealed-or confirmed to him the righteous^.

» ness of his faith, then circumoision was not a seal of the righte^

* oiisness of faith to his natural seed ; nor could, it be, to inlanta

I of^eight days old, who had not that faith, before circumci^ioD ;

* but 'r«si>ecUd only- Ibelempormlpromjie Md.r«la,tion whic^ had,


