
dr otTier of h^r colonies ; whence wc may fanr-

If irgue their prodigious importance.

This colony, as a part of the king's domtnl*

bns, is fubjca to the controul of the Britifli par-

liament, but its more immediate government it

vetted in a governor, council, and general afield

biy.
'

The governors in chief, who are always ap-

pointed by the king's commiflion under the

great feal of Great-Britain, enjoy a vaft pleni-

tude of power, as may be feen in their patents>

which are nearly the fame.

The inftruaions received with the commif-

fion, are explanatory of the patent, and regu-

late the governor's conduct on almoft every com-

mon contingency. *

The falary generally granted to the gover-

nor by the inftruaions is 1200 1. fterling out of

the revenues here ; but that being an s'lfficient

fund, the affembly, in lieu of it, give h'l.a annu-

ally 1560 1. currency. The perquifites pcrhapt

amount to as much more.

' This office was formerly very lucrative, but

becomes daily lefs confiderablc, becaufc almoft

all the valuable trails of lands are already taken

up.

The cot?nciJ, when fill?, confifts of twelve

members appointed bjL the king^s mandamii*

and fign manual. All their privileges and

powtrs are contained in the inftruaions. Thcj^

are a privy council to the governor, in afts of

tivil government ; and take the fame oath acf-^

miniftcred to ths king's council' m England-

Th6 tenure of their places is extremely preca-

rious, and yet their influence upon the pubKc

neafuves very confiderable. In the grant of all
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