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CANADA'S PATROIT STATESMAN,

INTRODUCTION.

BY G. MERCER ADAM.
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THE sense of loss which the country haa sustained in the

death of Sir John Macdonald will, for a while at least, not

be favourable to dispassionate estimates of the deceased's

character and life-work. At any time it requires an effort to

write of a public man with absolute truth and honest fearless-

ness. The difficulty is greater when one attempts to weigh

actions and appraise a career in the presence of a nation's

sorrow at the passing away of the distinguished personage,

long at the head of the Government of this country, who is

the interesting theme of this book. The task is somewhat

easier to one, however, who while in sympathy with his sub-

ject is at the same time honest with himself, who puts his

country first and always, and upon whom party ties sit not at

all. If the present writer cannot rise to the pitch of en-

thusiasm to which Mr. Edmund Collins had attained when he

wrote the bulk of the following pages, he is none the less con-

scious of the gifts and endowments of the subject of Mr.

Collins' lively panegyric, or in any way unwilling to do justice

to his theme. What he has alone stipulated for, in taking up
and carrying down to date that writer's work, is freedom to

present facts without doing violence either to history or to the

dictum of a calm and impartial judgment, and always with

consideration and courtesy towards the other great Party in the
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