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uiouiitaiiis ; tlicy arc soiiictliinK loo imposing for iihtc words ;

tlu-y must Im" s('"n and .studi«'d. One must live amon^^ tlu'm

and watcli tlu- glories of simliglit upon tiit'ir«'vt'rlasting snows
and glaciers; one must dinil) their steeps and breathe the
rold, thin atmosphcr*' of those di/.zy elevations, and train

his eyes to measure soaiing piimaclcs and dark abysses ere

he can realize their stupendous grandeur. One nnist hear the

thunderous voice of the whirling storjns amid th"ir peaks;

the avalanclu' tearing the forests from their native slopes ; the

avulsion of crag and native boulder from biittresses frowning
darkly al)ove the clouds, and the blooming echoes of waves of

mighty sound bn'aking against the walls of immeasured
ravines, ere the full power of fhose matchless monuments of

the old time war of forces is impressed upon the mind. And
then the glory of laying low the game that haunts them,

Uiglit well did the Indian hunter know what tested manhood,
when first he wrenched the great scimitar-shaped daws from
the broad fore-paw of the dead grizzly, and strung them around
his necJ: as a token to prove a man. Time has changed many
things, the rifle has supplanted the bow, but nothing has

supplanted the grizzly ; he is there yet, and king of the wilds

;

his claws arc yet the proudest ornament the savage can wear,

and his skin the most valuable trophy of the white sportsman.

Up above the grizzly's I'ange are found the white goats and
the famous big-horn mountain sheep, both eagerly sought
after by sportsmen ; the latter especially for their handsome
heads.

Kxcept from bears the sportsman i-ims little chance of

getting into ditticulty. True, it is claimed by some that the

panther is an ugly customer, writers even going so far as to

say that he is more dangerous than the grizzly, and some-

times proves his superiority in a dispute over a carcase. Such
statements are believed to be mere rubbish ; for the panther,

lithe and powerful thoiigh he may be, is a great, long-tailed,

bewhiskered cowaid ; a bravo of most terrifying appearance,

but mighty cai-eful of his handsome skin ; in fact, what he is

generally termed by the herders and h';nters—a big sneak-cat.

The handsomest game of the Rockies is, of coinse, the

noble elk. or wapiti. Their immense branching antlers, and
the clean-cut, blood-like appearance of their heads, make them
particularly attractive ornaments for a gentleman sportsman's

home, and they are in great demand. The species is now rare

in many localities where they formerly abounded, J)ut they are

still plentiful among the foothills of the Rockies, and they can

also be found on Vancouver Island, in the Northwest Terri-

tories, nd in Manitoba north of Selkirk, and sometimes in

the Duck and Ridin • Movmtains.

Next to the eik ranks the caribou, and a royal quarry he

is. They are very plentiful about Eagle Pass in the Selkirk

Range, near the Shuswap Lakes, and in the Okanagan district,

and there should be no difficulty in securing fine specimens.

They are found also in Manitoba, in the region between Lakes

Winnipeg and Manitoija, etc., and wondei-ful stories are told

of great herds in the Peace River country.

The several species comprising the game list mentioned

above are distributed throughout the mountains in greater

or less numbers, being plentiful wherever the conditions are
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