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and connsol with authority of tilings as thoy ought to be. But

advice was received with contempt and reproof was mot with re-

siatance. Tho innocent blood so freely shed at Ridgcway provoked

neither compassion nor thou;;ht. The Satanic league across

the southern frontier but too 3u< fessfully impregnated certain local-

ities in Canada with the sulphur of their sin. Being tho largest

city of the Dominion, Montreal wiih riupj)osod to contain the greatest

number of Fenian sympathisers, while tho especial section which

Mr. McGeo represented was regarded as tho chosen spot of the

" Ix)cal Head Centre." While it was not i»os8iblo for Mr. McOeo

to have exaggerated the evil wliich such an organization was cal-

culated to bring about, it is possible that he took an extreme view of

its local influence, and a mistaken one of tho individuals by whom it

was sustained and defended. Thus when he somewhat rashly pub-

lished what he knew, the disclosure fell far short of the public expec-

tation and peradvcnture of his own beUcf. lie said either too much

or too little, and hence his reputation for acutcness acquired no

strength from what he then deemed it to be his duty to disclose.

The election wliich follo\ycd, though it resulted in a majority in hLs

favor, of two htmdred and eighty-four votes, shewed a scricus de-

fection in a certain class of iiis Irish supporters, and gave strength

to the belief that the leaven of mischief had not altogether been

inopperutive . It wo h a melancholy return of ingratitude, a base recom-

pense to one who boyopd all living Irishmen had accomplished most

good for his country and his countrymen. But the wave of sedition

still flowed from the United States. In a public address at Buffalo,

within sight of the shores where many of our youth had without

pnjvocation been foully slain. Senator Morrison, of Tennessee, is

reported to hr ". said of those Irishmen, wliu would not enrol them-

selves in the;.' i' jndish enterprise, " tho recreant traitors whc refuse

to join this o; ganization will be handed down to posterity with tho

names of Benedict Arnold, Judas Iscariot, and D'Arcy McGee."

If such words might be spoken in the open, what might not have

been determined upon in the secret councils of those who could

coolly make covenants for blood ? Underlying and conj^urrent

with such allusions were ominous threats agahist his life, which, in

various forms, but pointing to one issue, besot Mr. McGee almost

everywhere. He was dogged and watched. His house, at the

'"m^.


