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the time pl.mtation, with the faoie number of

neirrocs, the/ could railc x crop of wiieat, in ad-

dition to the ufual crop of tobacco. Atul the Well

Indians ought to adopt the principle and
[ ofit

from the rclult qF this dilcovcry ; \fhicli alone con-

fifts, in making the bed ufe of liieir advantages.

Without the law of Jamaica the other iflands bad

been driven by necefHty to adopt the praftice, of

raifing on their own fields much groutid provifioni.

And this policy is fo ufcful to the malter and agree-

a,ble to the flave, that it ought to be «,xtendcd and

enforced by the Weft India, Legillatures : This

vural occonomy is ufeful to the niifler, becaufe

money faved is money gained, which depends on

no contingencies: It is pleafant to the Have, be-

caufe, while he labours his own field, and (ends

bis own plantains, potatoes and yams, he thinks he

is free. Why then fhould the Weft Indians refifl

a meafurc which promifcs profit to themfelves and

happinefs o others ?

Yet, tin Vefl India merchants and planters re-

prcfentcd to the King's Miniflers in April 1783 3

" That in livcral c hi Majefly's Sugar Colonies

there are Itill great t»a6ls of uncultivated lands, ot

which alu ough a conlidcrablc part would un-

doubtedly Wilder adequate encouragen ''nt be fettled

with fugar works, y. ! there will remain confider-

able quantities, which from foil or fituanon are

v..-..'''l for the culture of (ugar, though very fit for

ihal of indigo, cofFet. cocoa and tobacco, if proper

eriiouragenient were given thereto." And the en-

couragement
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