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• Havitig thus ianfwerM the Allegations of the Bill, in a Manner

which I hope may be fatisfailory, 1 am next to confider fuch Argu-

ments as I have met with in Converfation from Perfons in the Mi-

niftry and others. ,, • ..

What I have heard moft infifted op is,

T'hat the ASii of Trade and Navigation^ made

on purpofe to render the Plantations l^cneficial to

Great-Bntain, are difregarded in the Charter

Governments ; and that this Evil cannot he ef-

fectually cur^dy but by a Refumption of the Charters. To which I an

fwer very particularly and diftinflly.

The Third Ohjec

tion, that the A£ls

of Trade are difre"

gardcdy anfwer'd.

Firfi, The Complaints on this Head are fc the moft Part of

an old Date, and when the Bill againft the Charters was depending

in the Houfe of Commons, were produced from the Files of the

Plantation Board, whither they had been tranfmitted in former

Reigns, when Cuftom-Houfe Officers in the Plantatio..: were fuch

great Rarities, that one Colledlor ferv'd four entire Provinces, And

can it be thought ftrange that Merchants, whofe Bufmefs is Gain*

(hould have fometimes for Lucre tranfgrefs'd the A^s of Trade,

when there were no Officers to fee them duly obferv'd ? The Cafe

is valtly different now. Officers of the Revenue are multiply*d,

apd are extremely rigorous, fo that inftead of their Complaints of

unfair Traders, the Merchants on the other Hand, greatly complain

of the Oppreffion of the Officers. Pve feen an Account of fuch in-

tollerable Hardships impos'd on fair well-meaning leaders, under

Colour of Law, that one would hardly give Credit to the Icaft of the

Articles, if the Whole had not been deliver'd publickly in ar AlTnii-

bly of one of the Provinces by a worthy Member, and afterwards

printed with his Name to it. The Author I refer to, rfter a ileclial

of the feveral Fadls, in which he is very full as to every C:r:iimlhin.e,

draws up this melancholly ConcUifion, That the C />c;iv Huufc

Officers had by their violent Pradlices cither feiz'd or driven away ail

the Veflels belonging to thatPart of the Country, fo that they had no

Sloops left to carry theirProduce to Market in the adjacent Colonies.

Secondly^ If there be fomc late Complaints, perhaps upon Exami-

nation, tliey will appear to be ill-grounded. I can fpeak tliis know-

D 2 ingly.


