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I) mill s II itlit. ;iii(i I ti';i\ (lied the jhhI \\;i> oliliui-d lo make tliut journey

It all' a (li>/i'ii I iiiir I II II \ an AI'liT ten niimitcs rrowdi

would have sti'ciij^lliciicd tiic J'ilffriin's

I'l'or/rcss liad li<' k-iiowii ol'sudi coiiditions

will aiK 1 Uib -Ifps. the task S('Oiii''d

loncjcss y iin|iossil)l<' tliat I could »

w illi wliic to MIl'l'OIIIKl Ins IHTO. 15('t wccii silv ivc Im'cii induced to tuni l)ack and

I'ocks tlic si/.e of a citv mansion and iin risk a niulit on tlic i-ocks at the cdfrc of

steady bowlders n

liead tlie {^frouiid

I larger liian a niaiTs tlie tide.

was all i)Ut covered. Jt was after a tlioi-oupli knowledjre of

inion y 11 lis wreclcai;-e trees yrew in wild the natural conditions wliicli tlie I'aili'oad

abundance. aii<l countless trunks of dead nii'U wci'c overcoiniii<r that the gradual

ones lay vottinj;' steps of tlieir i)ro<i'ress became most inter-

between llieni. estinu'. Tlie lirst men to follow the enyi-

A junjile as ]ieers. aftr-r tlie specilications liave been

d tlie contracts signed, are

;iy men." These are part

y trail-makers and partly

al>orers at the heavier

work of actually clearin<;

the wilderness for the road-

bed. The trail-cutters are

guided by the long line of

slakes with which the en-

gineers liave marked tlie

course the road is to take.

The trail-men ai-e sent out

to cut wliat in general ])ar-

lance would lie called a

])alh, over which supplies

are to be thereafter carried

to the workmen's camps.
The ])atli they cut must
therefore be sufliciently

tvide for the ])as.sage along
it of a mule and his load.

Asa mule's load will some-
times consist of the frame-
work of a kitchen range,

or the end boards of a

bedstead, a five-foot swath
through the forest is a trail

of serviceable width. The
trail-cutters fell the trees

to right and left, and drag
the fallen trunks out of

the ])atli as they go along,

travelling and working be-

tween a mile and two miles

each day, and moving their

tents and ])rovisions on pack-hor.ses as

they advance. They keep reasonably
close to the ])rojected line of the rail-

way, but the i)ath they cut is a])t to be a
winding one that avoids the larger rocks

and tlie smaller ravines. Great distoi'-

tions. sucli as hills or gullies, which the

I'ailroad must ])ass through or over, the

trail men ])ay no heed to; neither do the

pack-horses, whose tastes are not con-

sulted, and who can cling to a rock at al-

FALI.IXG JIOXARCIIS.

formed of soft-wood saplings and bushes,

so that it was next to inipossil)l(> to move a

y.'ird in aiiv direction. Tt was out of the

question for any one to s(>e three yards

ahead, and there was often no telling wiieii

a foot was ])ut down whether it was going
through a rotten trunk or upon a sjiin-

ning l)owlder. or whether the black shad-

ows here and there w(>re a foot deep or

were the mouths of fissures that reached

to China. I fished too long one night.
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