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The Origin of tlif Society of St, Vincent de Paul is a siinplo

and natural one.*

louring the first years followini,' tli(^ Revolution of 1830 in

France, Christian families hesitated to send their children to

Paris. Of the titty pu,.'ils who in Jidy, iS.'iO, were finishing

their Rhetoric course in tlie College of St. Stanislaus, only ten

returned, in Octoh(>r, for the Pliiloi-ophy cla.- < The school of

Law had only a few Christian students. In lUcli a condition

were nia*ters that one of them, M. de (\ 'y, t)iinkin<^ Iiimself

alone in the practice of his laitli, and hein^ determined to

preserve iC pure, remained six months v/ivliout becoming

ii. jmate with any one. One Sunday in i83'J, he saw ]V[.

Ozanam and one or two of his friends, at tlie Iligli Ma'^s at St.

Etionne-du-Mont, and remembered ]la^ing seen them at th(?

Law lectures. It was with a sentiment of profound ioy that,

on leaving the church, he accosted them on the Place St.

Etienne, asking permission to press their hand, and become

a friend of theirs ; a request which was accepted, and the

friendship heartily continued. At the school of Medicine,

Christian students were still fewer.

The institutions created foi- Christian youth in Paris

before 1830, had disappeared. The Society of Wholesome

Studies, whose name sufficiently indicates its object, was of

this number. The premises occupied by them on the Place

de I'Estrapade, No. 11, a few st^ps trom the School of Law,

had, however, continued in the possession of one of its former

This account of tl ° early times of our Society is jjiveij at the request of the
Council-Cicneral, by one o. the seven founders of the Conference of Charit.\'. It was
sent to tile tliree other survivors, who state its perfect correctness, and have added
some details to it. One of the survivors, M. Devaux, lias since died.


