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:m<l tiic results ol'tliat remtiou in tlio .^liape of omental

iidlifsions. J liave luintcd up all the literaturo at my

disposal. Kvcry one refers to these adhesions, Init no

uno would seeni to have thought it worth while to tal)-

ulale them or to record their frequency. 1 cannot pro-

tend that my own ohservations are as full as I shouhl

like. Nevertheless, in loO consecutive autoi.sies, in

which the ahdomen was examined. I possess brief notes

upon the more ohvious ct)nditions observed, and now,

reviewinii my notes, 1 am surprised to lind how very

commou are these attachments, and am imiuessed by the

evidence alVorded of the rapidity with which the (mien-

tum appears to apnly itself to an inllamed area, becom-

ing sympatiieti.'ally the seat of inllammation, becoming

adlierent I'y i.lastic, and later by lil»roid. adhesions.

Kew. 1 fancy, realize the rai)idity of the process. So

delicate are the line ves.sels, so small is the layer sepa-

rating them from the peritcmeal cavity, that they readily

respond to any irritant. I'roljably, as Durhams ob-

servations would seem to show, the rapidity of the ad-

hesive process is further and largely associated with the

remarkalde adhesiveness of leukocytes to the omentum

in cas<!S of inllammation. and the local accumulation

of leukncvtes upon the onientiil surface is the immediate

preeursor of the librinous cementing together of in-

llamed organ and overlying membrane.

The autopsies referred to were upon the subjects in

the post-mortem theater at the Royal Victoria Hospital

—a Lzeneral hospital, open to all cases of disease save

the acute exanthemata, at all ages.''

AnuKsioNs TO THK Aiu>oMiNAi, W.\ M.S.— .\s might be

expected, there were several (8) instances of generalized

adhesions, either plastic and acute, or fibroid and

chronic, in cases of recent or old generalized peritonitis,

• riie imlliol.ini.iil iliaKn..>es i,( llic^c nise.* aiv to lie tmiiiil in dnail in tiic iiii-

niiitl ropnils (i|- till' Hu-i,ilal fnr llic yiMrs ISIM and WX>.
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