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iiieralda Sprunt s letter caiiK.; a ratluT

husv nioiMciit I'or us all. as vou will

j)erceive. Tlie lioiir of her train's ar-

rival was an additional complication.

She was due at a (juarter after seven,

wliieh, with the drive from the station,

would not leave her ahove fifteen min-

utes in M'hich to dress—for we dine at

einht, and, on the ni<4ht of her arrival,

were havinf»' a dinner given in honor of

Caj)tain Tugwell.

The dinner was to he small—only

twelve covers—and had heen carefully

planned for the very cream of the col-

ony. So vou see liow extremely awk-

ward her arrival at that parti 'ilar

moment was—making thirteen; upset-

ting the menu cards—I had secured

some especially charming ones, of which

there were, alas! only exacth' a dozen

procurahlc, which were all made out in

my very best manner; and further ne-

cessitating a change in the scheme of

table decoration by forcing me to aban-

don the red Venetian liqueur glasses in

favor of plain engraved glass, which we
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