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thieir ise froni the village schiool-
niaster, an evening guIest il] the
family. They were the beginning
of the sublime studies wvhichi cul-
minate(l in lier imnortal Nvorks,
"The M.,echianisni of the Heavens,"

and the " Phyvsical Gcography-,."
«M1\V bedroonil , shie says, "had a

window to the south, and a sniall
closet necar hiad one to the north.
At these I spent manv liours,
studying the stars by the aid of the
celestial globe."

Nasmyth, thie artist, opened a
sclîool at EBdinburghi for ladies; shie
attended it. hardly as a student,
more as a looker-on or an amateur,
but in tinie becamie an accomplishi-
ed paiîîtcr. Shie casually over-
licard Nasmiyth say to a group of
ladies, " Youý should study lBuclid's
Elenients of (3eometry, the founda-
tion not onily of perspective, but of
astronomny and ail nichlanîcal
science." Her curiositv w~as
aroused by thie prospect of such a
range of inquiry, and she became
thie offly wonian in the -world, said
La Place, w'lîo understood his

Mchiaîiique Celeste."1
Tlius gradiually opened before

lier the splendid intellectual career
in whichi at Iast she stood foreinost
of ail the Nwonen of lier age in
scientific faiîîe. thle lîîghest ex-
ample. pcrliaps-certainlv the
Iligliest recorded exaiile-of
fciiî ie schiola-shîip iii thie history
of tuie world. " T lîad.," slie writes;,

10 i takze part iu thie îou1schîold
afi airs, and in niake anîd iîiend niv
oivi clothies. T rose early, plavcd
on1 the upiaîîo, aliCi paiiiteid, (Iiring
tlie tiîîe T ciul spai-e in thie day-
ligylît houîrs; but i sat upl very late
rea(hinig ' rl.ci h'Tervai
liowever, 101(1111V niothier. £ lt is no
wonder the :stock of caiîdles is s00h
exlîausted, for MINiss Mary sits up
re.-cding to a ver- late liotir'
wvhereupon an order w.as griven to
t.-keý awav iiîv Caîîle as sooni as I
mvas iii led. T liad, lîow'.ever, al-
ready gone tlîrougli the flrst six

buýoks of Luld'andi nowv .1 was
tliroîvn on mîy înienîorv, whvlicli 1
exCrcisC(l by bcginning witlî the
first book, and denionstrating in
m-y mind a certain nuniber of prob-
leins evcry night, tili 1 could nearlv
go tlîroughi the w'hole. M~y fatiier
camie honme for a short timie, andi,
somehow or other, fitiding-, out whiat
1 was about said to miy miother,
Rcg, w.e muiist put a stop to this,

or wve shial have Mary in a strait-
jacket somie of thiese days. Tiiere

,vsX., wvho Nvent raving mad
about the longitude.' "

There wvas grenuine hieroisiiiiii
these initellectual struggyclcs of a
youngC grirl without sympatlîy, and
without the ordinary facilities of
study; and there is a touching
pathos iii lier allusion to lier sur-
rounding disadvantagres. Shie xvas
trying, lialf-bewil deredl, to make
out sonie consistent aistroioiical
theory froin Robinson's " Naviga-
tion "-lier first book of the Ikind,
castîal pickcd up in lier home.

Shie w~as beautiful iu person as
well as iii nind; " extreniclv
prettv I' in lier young- wvomanliood,
with a " delîcate 1)cauty both of
face and figutre," and wîas called the

Rose of jebrh" She ivas,
thierefoî-e. îot withîout early suitors,
and inii So4 wvas mnarried to lier
cousin, Samuel Greig. They re-
sided for soiic Neca-.rs iii London,
but she liad few opportunities to
avail hierself of its advantages for
lier f-avourite stuldies.

After thirec "cars of married Mie
sule returncd. a widow with two
children, to lier parental home at
Buruit Tsiand, wlhcre shie resumled
hier stuieis w'ithi more diligc-ence
tlîan evcî-. Pi-ofessor WNallacc, of
Edinburghi. Ujniversity, miade lier
out a catalogue of sixteen books in
the highlest branches of miathe-
mlaties. rrlîe list xvas formidable,
but slic procilred thieni aîîd "« mas-
tered " theni.- " 1 was,"1 shie says,
«thiirtv-thirc years of age whien T

botughlt this excellent littie librarv,."


