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Tur Canans Lustiernas is publichied in the intar:ts of the lumber
trade and of allicd idustries throughivnt the Donsne Lang the only re-
presentatise in Caurada of this foremost branch of sie - viiere2 of thiscouns
tey.  Itaumsatgivang fulland nmc.l)' information on all subyccts toughung
these interests, discussing thess topics editorially and inviting free discus.
ston by others,

Especial pauns are taken to secure the Litest and most trustworthy mare
ket quotations from yarious points throughout the world, so as to afford to
the trade 1 Canada informatton on which st can rely i uts operauons,

Special correspondents in localities of importance present an accurate
report not only of prices and the condition of the market, but also of other
atters specially anteresting to our readers. But correspondence is not
only welcome, bt is invited from all who have any information to come
muntcate of subjects to disctss relanng tu the trade or in any way affecting
it.  Even when we may not be able to ageee with the writers we will give
them a fair opportunity for free discussion as the best means of eliciting
thetrieh,  Any items of interest are pasticularly requested, for even if not
of great importance imlividu.\lli' they contribute to a fund of information
from which general results are ohtained,

Advertisvers will receive carcful attention and libeml treatment. We
need Bot point out that fur many the CAMALGA LUMBLRMIAN, with its spe-
cial ddass of readers, is 1ot only an exceptionally good medium for secuning
publicity, but is indispensable for those wWho would bring themselves before
the nutive of that cdass Speddal attention is divected o WanTeD®” and
*For SAtr™ advertisements, which will be in<erted in a conspicuous posi-
tivn at the uniforin prce of 35 cents per line for cachinsrtion, Annvunces
ments of this character \\-il? be subject to a discount of 25 per cent, if
ordered for four successive asues or Jonger.

Subacribers will find the small amount they my for the Cavava Lus-
BERMAN guitc insigmificant as comjared with its value to them,  There is
not an individual in the trade, or specially interested iu it, who should not
be ont our liat, thus obtaining the present benefit and aiding and encour-
aging us 1o zender 12 even more complete.

RAPID DIMINUTION OF ONTARIO PINE.

I~ another column will be found a detailed account of
the timber limits sold by the Ontario Government on the
15th ult.  As in every former instance in which the
Government have put stumpage up for auction, the
amount of money realized exceeded the Government's
expectations.  Looked at from this point of view the sale
was no doubt & great success, in the same way that each
of the former sales was, at the time it was held, con-
sidered a success; hut as cach of the former sales has
been so eclipsed in tiie matter of prices by the sale suce
ceeding it as entirely to reverse this appearance, it is
probable that the same will be the case again, and that
the apparcutly large j..1ces of to-day will look quite smiall
in the near fuure,

Indeed, we look for this result with more certainty now
than on former occasions for the reason that our pine
timher resources, which a few years ago seemed so great
that to attempt anaccurate estimate of them was deemed
too difficult an undertaking, have since then become re-
duced to such small propottions that the end of the
whole supply in buth Canada and the United States is
now plainly within view.

While the United States Government has from time
to time had estimates made of its total timber resources,
nothing of the hind that we know of has ever been done
on the pat of the Dominion o Provincial Governiments ;
at least, if any such statisties have been prepared their
publication has been so hnnted that we basve never seen
them.  Now, however, as far as pine is concerned, there
is scarcely any need of such action on the part of the
Govermnent, for the lambermen have piereed so nearly
through our pine forests with their operations that they
have not anly made short work of the estimating as far
as they line gone, but have rveached the point where
daylight, so to speak, can be plamly scen showing
through from the far side.  In the Province of Outano,
while the streams running into the Outawa on the cast
have been operated up to their sources by the lumber-

men of that district, these have been met at the summat
by the western men following up the streams leading
mto the Georgian Bay. At the same time both Cauna-
dians and Americans have been busy on the north
shore.

The Crown Lands Department has at this sale dis-
posed of the last umber berths remammg to the Gov-
crnment m all this terntory to a distance of some three
or four miles north of Lake Nipissing. And not only is
the whole of this section of country now in the hands of
the operators, but it has been, with the exception of the
last sold, very largely cut off; so much so that we do
not believe there is now left §/ of the pine timber which
once stood upon it.  ‘To the north of this there is left
nothing more than what mag be termed the fringe of
our once great pinery, and a very straggling fringe it is,
containing little or no timber equal in size and quality to
what has been cut, and only a small proportion of pine
timber of any kind.

‘The pine is there nearing the northern limit of its
growth, is decreasing in size, quality and quantity, and
the greater part of the country is quite destitute of it.
Of the once great Ontario pinery we feel safe in saying
not 107 remgtins.

‘The Province of Quebec is still more depleted, and
the great pine states of the Union, Michigan, Wisconsin
and Minnesota with an annual output to date of some
7,000,000,000 feet, have, we understand, scarcely got
twice that quanuty left now. \We are merely pointing
to the present state of affairs without comment, hoping
to inspire a higher appreciation among our own people
of the remnant sull left us of what has been and is yet
one of our greatest sources of wealth and prospenty.

LOG DUTY ENQUIRY.

A MEMBLR of the Globe staff’ has been visiting the
various lumber sections of the Dominion with the view,
it is stated, of sccuring an expression of opimon from
those mterested concerning the much discussed question
of . eaport duty on logs. This ground has been so
thoroughly travelled in these columns during the past two
years that it can hardly be said the lctters of our
daily contemporary, complete and impartial as they have
been, have brought forth any facts or information that
hasve not appeared in some shape in the LuMBERMAN,
They will prove valuable, however, in reaffirming what
is tlear to any one who has given the question close
study, that if there is any trath in the old saw that every
question has two sides it is certainly true of the log duty
question, ‘The wide difference of opinion among lum-
bermen themselves, indicated in the interviews of the
Globe's correspondent with lumbermen in the same dis-
trict and those of different districts, shows that there can
be little expectation of a united front being presented by
the trade in any agitation for altered tariff’ conditions.

The points visited by the Globe’s representative, at
the time of this writing, had been Parry Sound, from
which place two letters were written, Midland, Waubeu-
shene, Ottawa and St. John, N.B. In the first letter we
are told that the people of the Georgian Bay district
are seriously perplexed over the exportation of saw logs
to the United States.  This remark is followed by the
significant statement, which is the keynote of the whole
enquiry, that “there is such diversity of opinion and
such a conflict of interest that it is almost impossible to
arrive at a conclusion as to what course of action should
be pursued, having regard both to vested rights and
public welfare.”  Lumbermen who are hmit owners are
“quite satisfied to leave what they consider well enough
alone.”  They arc able under present conditions to dis-
pose of the larger part of their manufictured product in
the United States market, while, if barred out of this
ficld, they only see stagnation ahead for the Canadian
lumber business.  We can understand that the towas-
people from Penctanguishene to Parry Sound hold only
one opinion on the subject, which is that the free export-
ation of logs must prove ruinous to these communities,

The News of this city, which assumes to speak for the
labor interests, has Jaid special stress on the injurious
cficct of the large log esportation upon the labor market
in these northern towns. It is well in discussing a ques-
tion of this character that one should be surc one is right
before going too far ahead. The loss io the workingman
is not as great as some have stated, as has been pointed

out 1 these columns before, and the President of the
Midland and North Shore Lumber Co. touches this
pomt in saying: * By far the largest amount of money is
expended and the greatest number of men employed in
getting, the timber out of the woods. It costs about
$7 to uring tae logs here, and two dollars 1o saw them,
It must be remembered that the Americans bring over
here a large amount of their capital, wluch they pay out
in wages to cutters and drivers.”

No lumber town in the province has suffered more
from the closing down of its saw mills than Midland.
Four large mills are located in that town and not one of
them has been in operation for some time. It would be
unfair, however, to say that these conditions are due
wholly to the exportation of logs to the States. The
Ontario Lumber Co. avoid the expense and risk of tow-
ing their logs down the Georgian Bay by cutting them
into lumber at their mill at French river.  And here is
Midland’s most serious disadvantage as a lumber centre.
The logs are no longer near the mills, and each year
the distance between the saw and the logs becomes
greater. A second mill in Midland is that operated for
a time.by Peters & Cane, and now in the hands of the
Western Bank. Their chief difficulty in continuing was
that of securing logs to cut.  The Emery Co. and Chew
Bros., owners of the other two mills, find it more profit-
able to export logs to Michigan,and *the premium placed
upon the exportation of logs to the United States is no
doubt responsible for closing those two mulls.”

Waubaushene is the home of the large mills of the
Georgian Bay Consolidated Lumber Co.  Mr. Sheppard,
manager of the mills, says his company are opposed to
having the export duty reimposed upon logs for various
reasons, and chief of these “because the McKinley Bill
provides that there shall be added 1o the United States
import duty upon lumber, the amount of export duty
iposed upon logs by any forcign country.” Ihs com-
pany are owners of limits and also manufacture lumber,
They have not sold any logs for export. One-third of
their cut of lumber goes to the old country.

Outawa lumbermen are practically a unit agamst the
re-imposition of the export duty.  Hon. E. H. Bronson,
Mr. J. R, Booth and Mr. Pattee were among those
mterviewed.  Mr. Booth owns extensive linuts on the
Georgian Bay, and might, he siud, “be thought to be
directly intetested in the re-imposition of an export duty,
but nevertheless he believed it to be to the general
interest to leave things as they were.”  “\What is more,”
added Mr. Booth, “it is surely time to cease this con-
tinual change and agitation. It is important to the busi-
ness that those engaged in it should know what to
figurc on.”

The New Brunswick letter of the Globe does not deal
with the question of duty, but is mainly a review of the
lumber trade in the Maritime provinces, The indica-
tions for a revival in the lumber trade in these provinces
is not considered over bright.

The one satisfactory solution to the whole duficulty is
frece trade in lumber.  This proposition does not meet
with universal favor amony United States lumbermen;
but the sigual failure of the On-to-Washington agitation
of a few months ago to protest against the passage of
the Bryan free lumber bill, when less than fifty lumber-
men thought it worth their while to trouble Congress
about the matter with thair presence, may be taken as
satisfactory evidence that the American lumber trade
have no scrious objection to free lumber.  Mr. Ullyot, of
the Midland and North Shore Lumber Co., thinks “we
will be able to get American import duty on lumber
taken off.” This view of the situauon 1s not held alone
by Mr. Ullyot. The clection of Mr. Cleveland to the
presidency might bring about free lumber.

A BIG JOB.

A MONTREAL correspondent, usually well informed
on lumber matters, writes: “It is reported that a great
syndicate of Michigan lumbermen is aiming at buying
out the whole lumber interests of the Ottawa valley. 1t
is a bLig job to undertake, but western lumbermen do
great things, vide prices paid for Ontario limits at the
late sale, say equal to $30 per acre, many of which no
doubt contain no merchantable timber.”
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