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lis incompetence may be made only at the tnoment
when the elient’s (or victim’s) ruin has been con-
sumated by some improper act or omission of this
accredited agent of the aw.

The Bagrister must bhave passed two examina-
tions before the Law Socicty previous to his call to
the Bar—the first upon his general acquirements,
to see if he has that sound and liberal education
which fits him to enter with advantage on the study
of the law : the sceond, after five years’ standing
on the books of the Law Socicty, to test the extent
and natare of his professional knowledge ; to de-
termine if it be such as ta qualify the candidate to

ractice with honor to himself and advantage to

is fellow-subjects : unless found to be fit and
capable to act and stainless in character, the
degree of Barrister is not conlerred upon hin
Here every precaution has been taken to seeure (in
the language of the Statute) a learned and honor-
able body 10 assist their fellow-subjects, as oceasion
ay require, and to support and maintain the Con-
stitution. And we dure aflirm, that & more truly
honorable and capuble bar than that of Upper
Canada does not exist in any other colony in her
Majesty’s dominions.

It is desirable that an educational test should be
applied to Attomeys as well as Barristers ; and
there is more need for it. The former are infinitely
more in the way of inflicting injury by ignorance
or turpitude than the Iatter; and from the very
nature of their duties with fewer checks.

Be it remembered (says the learned and estima-
ble Samuel Warren) that the At :ney and Solicitor
stands in the front ranks—is the very front to whom
a layman comes, dismayed and confpunded by the
derangement of his affairs, of every sort, in every
profession, trade and calling, wherever his rights
are questioned, his interests threatened; when he
means to challenge those of others; how tangled
and intricate soever the difficulties in which he has
involved himself, or others have involved him, &ec.
Bear you in mind (he says, addressing Attorneys,)
that the bulk of society take the complexion and
character of the law from your exhibition of il
According as you act and demean yourself on such
occasions, you may make that law appear a blessing
or a curse ; render it detestable as the instrument
of meanness, trickery and oppression, or levely
and dignified as the guardian of peace and order;
the very visible impersonation of Justice, the pro-
tector of the weak and oppressed, vindicating the
rights of the most abject, and redressing wrongs
though inflicted by the haughtiest and highest of
mankind.

Further, the business of the Attorney lies chicfly
in his private oflice with his clients ; the Barrister

exercises his calling chiefly before the Judge and’ _
‘of almost incredible advancement.

the public at large, surrounded by all those restrainte

which an upright and firm judiciary and a well-
dirceted public opinion impose,

At Home, a law requiring the examination of
Attorneys has been in foree for centuries, and of
lnte years the system has been greatly improved,
the exumination, before a tribunal composed of
men of high standing and great experience, cm-
bracing the whole ficld of the lnw—its principles
and doctrines. In most of thg British Colonies
there iy a preliminary examination; in_ somg
colonies, Jamaica for example, before the Judges
in open court: and to come nesrer home—in Lower
Canada every candidate for admission to the pro-
fession must undergo the ordeal of an examination.

Jt would appear that before the passing of the 37
Geo. 1IL ¢. 13, the ordinance of the Provines of Quebec,
25 Geo. 1. c. 4, regulated the mode in which Attor.
neys, &c., were to he admitted in U, C. By the firt
clause of that ordinance no person was to be commis-
sioned or perinitted to practice as an Attorney, &e.,
who had nst served a regular continted clerkship with
an Attorney, &c., for five years at lenst.  And further,
such person was not admitted to practice until after ke
had  been cxamined by the first and most able Barristers,
Advocates, and Attorneys, §e., it the presence of the
Chief Justice, or two Judges,” by whom such person, o
examined, was to be ¢ approved and certified to be of fie
capacity and character o practice the law.” The U.
C. Acl 37 Geo. 1. ¢, 13, which repealed this ordinance
as respects the ordinary Attorney, &c., and made othes
provision therefor, was amended by an Act possed a
few years afterwards, under which the admission of
Altorneys is now regulated. It provides that “no
person shall be admttted by the Cotut of Q. B, to prac-
tice ns an Attorney in this Province wnless upon an
actual serviec of five years with some Attorney of this
Province,”—nothing morc !

Mark the contrast between this and the provisions of
the Ordinance. The exigencies of an infant state may
iave induced this alteration, but no plea to favor it can
be advanced nt the present day. Do let us bear in
mind the timmes in which we live; when (to quote once
more e warren) knowledge is so universally diffused,
and the results of science are so incessantly intermingled
in the affairs of life, and turned to purjoscs of practical
account and profit, that the members of our profession
are compelled to clevate the standard of acquirement
and qualification far higher than sufficed in the days of
our good grandfithers and great-grandfathers ; and
consider what facilitics for a really first-rate education
now exist almost every where, and which persons far
humbler in society—observe—than the clusses from
which our profession is usually recruited, most eagerly
and sueeessfully avail themselves.

Upper Canada, in 1853, is very different from wast
it was in 1797. Look at the present populution—the
trade and commerce—her manufacturcs—her agricul-
tural wealth—her canals, ruilroads, banking institu-
tions, corporate bodics, &c,, and you se¢ the evidences



