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all, but the sand will cut letters deep in the
stone. Or, if you desire raised 1 tters, a flower
or other emblem, cut the letters, flawers, ete., in
the waxand stick them upon the stove; then
pnss the stoue under the hlast, and the sand
will cut it away, Remove the wax and you
have the raised letters. - 'I'nke n picee of French
plate glass, say fwo feet by six, and cover it
with fine lnce; pass it under the blast, aud not
a thread of the lace will be injured, but the sand
will cut deep into the glass wherever it is not
covered by the lace. Now remove the lace and
you have every delicate and beautiful fignve
raised upon the glass. In this way beautiful
figures of all kinds are cut in the glasz, and at
a small expense, The workmen can hold their
hands under the blast withoat harm, even when
it is rapidly entting away the hardest glass, iron
ov stone, btit they must look out for finger nails
for they will be whittled ol right hastily. If
they put on steel thimbles to protect the nails
it will do iittle good, for the sand will soon
whittle them away, but if they wrap a picee of
soft cotton around them they are safe. You
will at ence see the philosaphy of it,  The sand
whittles away nnd destroys any hard substance,
even glass, bul does not alfect substances that
are soft and yielding, like wax,
lace or even the'd nunmu band,

cotton or tine

— The ‘Western Counties Railway Co. have
closed their line - between Dighy and Yarmouth
in consequence of the teansfer of the Windsor
Branch to the Windsor and Aunapolis Com-
pany.

INSOLVENCY STATISTICS.

The following table, takenfrom statistics
Just published by Dun, Wiman & Co., will be
found an excellent cpitome of our wmmexcml
)nstm) for the past six years:

No. of Amount of
Year. Failures.  Liabilitics.
98¢ § 7,606,765

28,843,067
9 T,001
22,003

1,968
1,728
1,802

e 1,007 23,008,677
I8T0uuirviccriennenns 1,002 20,347,037

It will be observed that since the prosperous
year 1874, when failures were only about 50 per

cent. and linbilities less than 30 per cent. of

their subsequent avernge, the changes, one year
“with another, have not been very marked, the
greatest vavintion beingin 1878, when the fail-
“nres and linbilities were abont ]0 per cent. be-
low, the average for the five yenrs of sigual de-
pression, The year 1879 still figures, n- it las
done in prior tables, as the most disastrous of
“all, but from {his very cirenme-tance it is possi-
blc to exiract comfort on better gronnds, we
trust, than that * the davkest hour is jnsi before
“dawn.”. The course aud vesult of commercinl
endeavor in Canadn are certainly regnlated by
incidents and conditions very different from
those prevailing in the United States, but the
“general laws of trade operate alike in both
“couniries, and to the extent that these may he
déemed to enfer intn the probl-m it would seem
profitable to' compare siatisties. . We give the
following table, then, of United States filures
for the same six years in order to point out the

extraordinary rebound’ from depression after
1878; the year which in the commercia® history
of that country oecupies like untowarl promi-
nence with that of 1879 in Cannda:

No, of Amount of
Year, Failures. Linbilities,
BT eervevreereries 5,830 $135,239,000
1875 eeeesrnnreenn 1,740 201,060,353
1876... 0,002 101,117,785
1877.... 8,872 190,669,936
1873, 10,478 234,883,132
1879. v 6,058 98,149,053

There are doubtless good reasons why a less
rapid rate of recovery should obtain in this
caunfry, but certainly there are many indien-
tions that n not dissimilar general ehange has
already set in, giving every promise of n saltis-
factory record for 1830.

— A meefing of the shreholders of the Me-
chanies Bank, ealled to receive the report of the
committee previously appointed to gather in-
formation as to the practicability and advis-
ability of making an offer to the creditors of the
Bank, washield in this city on Friday last, nbout
fifty persons, comprising those most Jargely in-
terested, heing present. The report. may be
epitomized as follows : nearly one half the
shareholders are .unable either to meet the
dounble linbility or contribute to the purchase of
the estate ; o considerable number of those able
1o pay declare the intention of contesting at
law the gquestion of liability, if pressed ; the nma-
jority of solvent sharcholders express willingness
to contribate nnder the double iability .clause if
applied only o reduced stock; the committee
had suggestively submitted an offer of $75,000
cash, or 90,000, one-third cnsh, one-third six
months and oune-third twelve months, the latter
proposition equal 8 hbout 25 cents on the dol-
lar of all linbilities, before an informal meeting
of Inrge creditors, including vepresentatives of
the banks, and in response thercto a nearly
unanimous approval of the principle of com-
promise was obtained, though views as to the
value of the assets, ora fair offer for them, varied
from 33} cents upwards; a formal meeting of
creditors was called for the 2§th inst. to ‘con-
sider the matter more fully, and meanwhile the
commitiee undertakes to consult with share-
holders,and, if possille, secure authority to mike
a better offer. . The report was adopted and the
committee instructed to continue their labors,
when the meeting adjourned subject to eall of
the chairman.

— The heavy verdict rendered in the case
of McLaren vs. the Canada Central Railway at,
the sitting of the Assize Court in Toronto, on
the Lith inst, by which the plaintiff was nd-
jndged $100,0()0 dnmages, should, and Joubtless
wili have, the effect of securing added crution
in the géneral munagement of engines on Cann-
dinn railways. The presiding Judge vevinwed
the evidence very fully in his charge, and cor-
tainly left the ense in the hands of tlu' Jury free.
from all intimation of bias or vpinion adverse
to the Company. The evidence wis not so

mich conflicting as Incking in diveciness with.

rezard to the manner in which the fire origin-
ated by which McLaren’s lumber was consumed,
but the probabilities that a live coal from tl.c
pasging engine was the true canse appeared

manifest.  That the casualty was brought on
by c.ntributive neglect throush failnee o adot
the full precantions contemplated by statate on
the part of the Company wuas more clearly
established; since the escape of live coals had
before baen noticed and brought tr the altention
of the company, without inducing needed reform
in the way of a more secure bonnet audsmaller
mash suely as in use on other ronds. Nuim-
madinte neg'ee’ of duty wis, however, proved

against the emoloyees.  The defendants nre to
move for & new trinl, nor is it to be supposed
that the verdict rendered will be nccepted until
every resource of liligation is «xhausied,

— The fotal importations of raw gitk into
the United States last yenr were 13,900 bales.
Of these, 1,500 bales, or one-tenth of the whole
were for Belding Bros. & Go., of New York, of
which the firy of Belding, Panl & Co. of 1his
city is a branch. The Messra. Belding have
branches -a'so in Chicago, San Francisco, St.
Louis and other places. Efforts recently made
to estalilish aother silk thiread factory in Mon-
treal bave, we understand, been abandoed.
The intending stockholders hiving made dili-
gent inguiries fonnd that the representations
wade them were not all eowlewr de rose. The
low price at which thesr goods are ol red; ow-
ing to furcign competition, preciude rewsonable
prospects that the enterprise: could be made
to pay in such a lintited wnvket; and we fancy
few persons will be faund Quixotic enongh o
risk their capiml in such n schewme, especially

in u business of which they know little or no-

thing, and whete they muast be cotirely at the

Jquerey of the projector, who, whatever other

qualifications he may possess, should give some
substantial personal proof that his statistics and
expectations are not altogether chimerical.

— Governor James D. Westcott, the last of
the southeru political exiles who taok refuge in
Montreal during the war of the Rebellion in the
United States, d'ed in this eity on'the 10th inst.,
at the age of 70, Few frequenters of the St.
Lawrence Hall while it was yet our only firsi-
class  hotel, failed "to recoguize the “old
governor” whose keen intellect aund shawp,
thongh often congse wit made him the dread of
many of his young northern fellow-countrymen
whose aequaintance with many of the subjects
he discussed wns merely historical. He be-
loged to the old school represented in the lust
generation by Clay, Calhonn, Webster, &e.,
and was first Senator of Florida, of which
State he afterwards became Governor.: His
exile for some years past was altogether volun-
tary.  Afier the amunesty granted him by the
United States Cabinet he made a few short
visits 10 his relatives in New Yurk and Phila-
delpbia, but the alitred condition of aftirs
suited him as Yittle as they did Rip Van Winkle,.
aud he preferred to spend his declining years in
Canadu among those who knew him in brighter
dayz, when the hearts of the little southern
clement in Montreal beat high with hope, and
where he could, undisturbed by realities, brood
over fitncied wrongs and indulge his cherished
remembrances of the past.  The infl xible old
gentleman retained his mouml f:\culhes to the
very last,



