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extent never fails to elevate and strengthen. Above

all, we are thus enabled to extract from remote events

that instruction, which the vicissitudes of human life

should press home to our own business and bosoms.

The toils and misfortunes incident to infant settle-

ments ; the slow progress even of successful effort

;

the patience, fortitude, and sagacity, by which evils

are overcome or diminished ; the fundamental causes,

which quicken or retard their growth; these all

furnish lessons, which improve the wise, correct the

rash, and alarm the improvident.

Two hundred years have just elapsed, since our

forefathers landed on these shores for the perma-

nent plantation of New-England. I say emphat-

ically, for the permanent plantation of New-England.

There had been before that period various adven-

turers, who from curiosity, or necessity, or hope of

gain, explored the coast ; but their pui-poses were

transient, or their stay short. There had been here

and there little establishments for fishery, or trade,

successively taken up and abandoned, from the rieors

of the climate, the unprofitableness of the empiav-

ment, or the disappointments naturally following

upon such novel enterprises. Few persons (com-

paratively speaking) had turned their thoughts to this,

as a land favorable for the cultivation of the soil, or

the arts of social life. It promised little to the

European, who should leave his native country with

a fancy warm with descriptions of the luxuriance

of this western world, and hoping to pass the residue

of his hfe, as * one long summer day of indolence

'

and ease. It offered no mines glittering with gold


