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"Having received two wounds from arrows, one in the leg and

the other in the knee, which sorely incommoded me, we withdrew

into our fort. Being all assembled there, I remonstrated with

them several times on account of the disorder that had occurred.

But all my talk was vain ; they said many of their men had been

wounded and I also, and that it would be very inconvenient and

fatiguing to carry them, on the retreat; that there was no means

of returning again to the enemy as I had proposed to them ;
but

that they would willingly wait four days more for the five hun-

dred men that were expected, on whose arrival they would renew

the effort against the enemy, and execute what I had told them

better than they had already done. It was necessary to stop there,
_

to my great regret.

"Next day blew a very strong and violent wind, which lasted two

days, particularly favorable for setting the enemy's fort in a blaze,

which I strongly urged on them. But fearing a failure, and more-

over representing themselves as wounded, they would not do

anything.

"We remained encamped until the i6th of the month. Several

skirmishes occurred during that time between the enemy and our

people, who became oftenest engaged with them rather by their

imprudence than through want of courage ; and I can assure you,

that every time they made a charge, we were obliged to extricate

them from the difficulty, not being able to extricate themselves

except through the help of our arquebuses, which the enemy

dreaded and greatly feared. For as soon as they perceived one

of our arquebussiers, they immediately retreated, telling us by way

of persuasion not to meddle with their fights, and that their

enemies had very little courage to require our assistance ;
with

many other such like discourses.

"Seeing that the five hundred men were not coming, they pro-

posed to depart and retreat at once, and began to make certain

litters to convey their wounded, who are put in them, tumbled in

a heap, doubled and strapped in such a way that it is impossible

to stir; less than an infant in its swaddling clothes ;
not without

considerable pain, as I can certify, having been carried several

days on the back of one of our Indians, thus tied and bound, so

that I lost all patience. As soon as I had strength to bear my
weight, I got out of this prison, or, to speak plainer, out of hell.

"The enemy pursued us about the distance of half a league^

endeavoring to catch some of the rear guard. But their labor was

in vain and they retired.
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