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fat diminishes slightly, although the bulk of

the internal body increases.

3. The hooded-seals * are larger than the

harps. Their skin is of a lighter grey colour,

with many dark irregularly shaped spots and

blotches of considerable size. The male, called

a dog-hood, is distinguished from the female by

the singular hood or bag of soft flesh on his

nose. When attacked or alarmed, they inflate

this hood so as to cover the face and eyes, and

it resists seal-shot. It is impossible to kill a

dog-hood, even with a sealing-gun, when he

has either his head or his tail turned towards

you ; and the only way is by shooting him on

the side of the head, and a little behind it, so

as to strike him in the neck and the base of the

skull. The young of this species are not pro-

vided with the thick woolly coat of the young

harp-seals, or if they are it is shed very shortly

after birth. They have whitish bellies and

dark grey backs, which when wet have a bluish

tinge, whence they are called ** blue-backs."

Those which were brought on board alive

seemed much tamer and more gentle than the

i

* This specieg is the Stemmatcqms cristatus of F. Cuvier.

(See the article Seal in the ' Penny Cyclopcedia.')


