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lie hail paiiu'il ii loonl n-putation in liU profi-Msion. Hut

it h.'ul Nci'ini'.l tilted tli;il tlicy siioulil imt inict, fur many

tiiufH mIu- liiid iiitiTid IJi'IIc'h iiousc a I'l-w iii<iiiu'nt>4 at)«'i"

lie iia<l Ifll it, and more than onee he had dioppi-d in for

an instant at an cvenini^ party just before her c iitranee

ur after her departure.

I'lidouhtedly nlie was picpied as well as j,'rievod by his

Htranjjfe conduct toward her, hut the former was the only

feelinsjj slie alhtwed to escape her, even to HelU', wlio now,

in ail the dii,Miity of maternity adiled to wifehood, ami

with the prudence of an ehlerly match-maker, catechised

Aldeane upon the advantatjes or disadvanla.<,'i's to he

jjained liy tiie encouraiieinent of her numerous admirers,

and shrew.Uy fei>j:ned to i^'iiore the knowledge upon

which, to Artiiur, she had lon;4 plumed herself, and upon

which was still founded the dearest wish of iier heart;

for, as she truly said, she had now no cares of Arthur's

to perplex her, as his success in his profession since the

exjtosure and death of his old •nemy, had lieen unparal-

leled, and now bade fair to make him in time a wealthy

man, e\-t'n thousjch he should discard any other fortune

that mi;4ht fall to him, as he had done that of his unwor-

thy step-father, which he had sutVered to enrich a score

of poor relations who had discarded .lonas Davis years

before, but who, at the cry of <,'old, sprang into being to

own themselves his nearest, dearest kin.

And so, Arthur being " oil' her mind," Belle must needs

'take Aldeane on," ami Frederic Morgan too, of whom

she saw much, and could satisfy herself but little. She

talked to him in the seviM-est manner of his neglect of

his old friend, but could gain nothing from him but

that his time was much occupied, that he had uo time for

formal calls, and othei excuses of a like nature, always

ending with the dech . tion, that he siiould call soon,

very soon.

And BO Belle, who conjectured every thing, and said


