
INTRODUCTION.

his work has been exceptional, his circle of

friendships has constantly widened; his race,

through his utterances and labors, has felt an

upward tendency, and he himself has been an

example of what worth and energy can accom-

plish and a stimulus to every one of both races,

aspiring to a better life and to doing good for

others.

It has been said with truth that the race

problem requires the patient and wise co-oper-

ation of the North and the South, of the white

people and the Negroes. It is encouraging to

see how one true, wise, prudent, courageous man
can contribute far more than many men to the

comprehension and settlement of questions which

perplex the highest capabilities. Great eras have

often revolved around an individual; and, so, in

this country, it is singular that, contrary to what

pessimists have predicted, a colored man, born a

slave, freed by the results of the War, is accom-

plishing so much toward the rough pacification

and good citizenship.

While Mr Washington has achieved wonders,

in his own recognition as a leaaer and by his

thoughtful addresses, his largest work has been

the founding and the building up of the Normal
and Industrial Institute, at Tuskegee, Alabama.

That institution illustrates what can be accom-

plished under the supervision, control, and teach-


