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the city and Triana. No sooner had this idea entered his mind
tliim he landed, and proceeded with ujrcat speed to tlie royal tent,

to lay it Itefore the king. Then a consultation was summoned,
by the king of ancient mariners and artificers of ships, and other

persons learned in maritime affairs ; and after Admiral llonifaz

liiid propounded his plan, it was thought to be good, and all

preparations were made to carry it into effect. The admiral
took two of his largest and strongest ships, and fortified them
at the prows with solid timber and with plates of iron ; and he
put witliin them a great number of chosen men, well armed and
provided with every thing for attack and defence. Of one he took

the command himself. It was the third day of May, th(! day
of the most Holy Cross, that he chose for this grand and peril-

ous attempt ; ai.d the pious King Fernando, to insure success,

ordered that a cross should be carried as a standard at the mast-
head of each ship.

On the third of May, toward the hour of noon, the two ships

descended the Guadalcjuivir for some distance, to gain room to

come up with the greater violence. Here they vvaited the rising

of the tide, and as soon as it was in full force, and a favorable

wind had sprung up from the sea, thev hoisted anchor, spread
all sail, and put themselves in the midst of the current. The
whole shores were lined on each side with Christian troops,

watching the event with great anxiety. The king and the Prince

Alfonso, with their warriors, on the one side had drawn close to

the city to prevent the sallying forth of the INIoors, while the

good Master of Santiago, Don Pelayo Perez Corrca, kept watch
upon the gates of Triana. The INIoors crowded the tops of

their towers, their walls and house-tops, and prepared engines

and weapons of all kinds to overwhelm the ships with destruc-

tion.

Twice the bold admiral set all sail and started on his career,

and twice the wind died away before he had proceeded half his

course. Shouts of joy and derision rose from the walls and
towers of Seville, while the warriors in the ships began to fear

that their attempt would be onsuccessful. At length a fresh and
strong wind arose that swelled every sail and sent the ships

ploughing up the waves of the Guadalquivir. A dead silence

prevailed among the hosts on either bank ; even the jNloors re-

mained silent, in fixed and breathless suspense;. AVhen the ships

arrived within reach of the walls of the city and the suburl)s, a

tremendous attack was commenced from every wall and tower

;

great engines discharged stones and offensive weapons of all

kinds, and flaming pots of Greek fire. On the tower of gold
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